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SERMON I. 



LOOKING UNTO JESUS. 



toohing unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
our faith. 

To be looking unto Jesus is tbe sum and sub- 
' stance of all spiritual religion. *It is the source 
of all spiritual strength : it is the only founda- 
tion of spiritual peace : it is the only ground of 
spiritual hope: '^it is the commencement of the 
christian life, the object of every christian privi- 
lege, and 'the end of every christian attainment. 
*Many noble acts of faith had the apostle recited, 
to call forth the believer's graces : the names of 
a cloud of witnesses had the apostle recorded, to 
animate the believer in his spiritual course : but 
he finally directs his eyes, for grace and righte- 
J John XV. 5. * Isa. xU. 22. » Philip, iii. 10. 



LOOKING UNTO JESUS. 



ouBDess, and strength and salvation, to Jesus j 
Christ, the author and finisher of our faith. 



The believer 



may 



turn his eyes to self, but 



there is no hope there : 'he may turn his eyes to 
the creature, but there is no hope there : ^he may 
turn his eyes to the law, but there is no hope 
there : yea, he may turn his eyes here and there, 
and from this to that, and from eartii to heaven, 
and he will find' no hope, nor ground of hope in 
anything short of Christ. But he looks to Jesus, 
and there is hope : he looks to Jesus dying on 
the cross, and there is hope : he looks to Jesus 
rising triumphant from the tomb, and there is 
hope : he looks to Jesus ascending up on high, ' 
and there is hope : he looks to Jesus for ever 
seated on the throne, and there indeed is hope. 

Ah, brethren, if we look to ourselves, we shall 
see nothing but sin and guilt, nothing but pollu- 
tion and corruption. If we look into our hearts, 
we shall find nothing but a ^cage of lusts, an.. 
abyss of sin : in our lives, innumerable evils ;,; 
yea, our very 'best and purest duties cor- 
rupted, and filthy with self, and pride, and 
formality, and want of faith. 'If we look to 
God's boly law, O there we shall read wrath 
and condemnation, and hear a tremendous 
curse from every line. If we look to justicci, 
^ Acts iv. 12. 



I 



» Jer. : 
» Jer. 1 



6 Rom. iii. 20. 
9 Isa. iviii. 2. 
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I justice will pronounce our righteous doom, and 
I consign us to hell and death. But ah, if we turn 
I with the eye of faith to Jesus, there is that in 
' him that can avail to the pardon of all our sins : 
■to the sanctification of our unholy hearts: 'to the 
fulfilment of the violated law ; * to the acceptance 
of our imperfect performances : to the satiafac- 
t tion of offended justice, and to the complete sal- 
vation of the unworthy, ruined, and wretched soul. 
But looking unto Jesus is a solemn and 
I weighty work. It may be, looking in a direction, 
I looking on an object, on which we have never 
( looked before. O how is it with you ? On 
whom are your affections fixed? What are you 
really seeking? And after a few more days and 
I years, where must j'our eternal dwelling be? 
I Well, but I hope and intend . . Ah, say nothing 
I about your hopes and intentions ! If you have not 
made up your mind to give yourself up un- 
[ feignedly to Jesus Christ, your hopes and inten- 
I tions will only serve to carry you peaceably and 
I quietly to hell, I ask you now, in the name of 
I the living God, Have you made up your mind ? 
[•are you for eternity or time? for life or death? 
I for God or the world? for heaven or hell? I 
Lask you now. Have you made your choice? O 
[let conscience say! O submit to no deceit or 
* Acts sv. 9. ' Bom. x.4.' * Epli. i. 6. 
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evasion : we are in the presence of the God of ' 
all the earth ! On whom hast thou fixed thy 
affections ? After what art thou seeking ? And, 
in a little while, where must thy eternal dwelling 
be ? Tlien Lord, here I am. I am thine. O take 
me and make me thine for ever. — Is that without 
disf^uise the language of your heart ? — O gracious 
and mighty God, who from stones canst raise up 
children unto Abraham, have mercy on this 
soul ! Hear thine own Spirit's voice ! implant 
the principle of spiritual life, and turn tliese eyes 
effectually to Jesus Christ ! 

But looking unto Jesus, I say again, is a 
solemn and weighty work. It is the work of a 
saving faith. 'It is the work of the Holy Ghost. 
It is a deliberate conviction of the worth of 
Christ : a heartfelt desire for spiritual union 
with him : an entire renunciation ^of all things 
for him, and a dependence for all things /rom 
hira.^ Ah, beloved, take heed you are not mis- 
taken here. ^ Other things have had your hearts, 
and, it may be, other things still are dear. But 
now what say you : will you at once forsake, 



I 
I 



and 



away \ 



with every sin? Do you hate sin, do 



'very 
it? ^Do you use all 



discover ain, not i 



other 



I you 



ndeavours 
a yourself' 



to J 



Do you labour, in the gospel way, to kill and J 
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terucify every sin you find ? Perhaps you have 
lieen accustomed to own yourself a miserable siu- 
fner ; but do you know whyf 'Do yoa really and 
] deeply feel in what f Do you ever seriously 
I .Teflect upon your life ; do you ever consider your 
I conversation ; do you ever examine your secret 
f thoughts, for a knowledge of your true state m 
ihe sight of God ? Do you diligently and praycr- 
Lfully read the word of God 1 'And as you read, 
cdo you apply it in its breadtlr and spirituality to 
I yourself? O if you do not honestly sift and 
r search yourself to find out your sins ; if you do 
( not with hearty repentance, and faith in the 
I blood of Jesus, bring them to him for pardon, and 
I JQ him seek the destruction of them — you are a 
l- pelf-deceiver: your religion is all outside aud 
I lalk, and you just as much intend to reuouuce 
I all your sins, and to live a holy life, as you do lu 
I cut off" your hands, or to pull out your eyes. 

Now, as you value your everlasting welfare, 
I ,what is the course you mean to take ? * I dare nut 
rspeak peace where there is no peace. "Willyou 
f Beek to know your sin? Will you resolutely 
I forsake every siu ? Will you pray against it, 
land shun all occasions, teiuplatious, aud incitc- 
rtoents which would draw you into it? Are you 
[ resolved, in looking unto Jesus, to make thorough 
ol. iii. 5. = 1 Kings viii. 3». J Uom. vii. 14. 
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work with every sin ? To extirpate sin, great 



and small, 



Thei 



L feel 8 



d branch ? 

83 the deadly evil. ® Love of the world, in every 
form, must go ; worldly pleasures must be given 
up ; worldly friends and companions must be 
sent away. 'The Spirit must truly and effectually 
turn the eyes to Jesus : he must draw out the af- 
fections of the soul for Jesus ; everything must be 
renounced for him : — these things must be done, 
or, as the Lord liveth, death and wrath, and pain 
and torment, are your portion forever and ever. 
There is none like Christ : he is an almighty, 
an all-sufficient Saviour. *The salvation of souls 
is his glory. Is lie thine ? Does your whole 
soul accept of Christ? Are you looking to 
his obedience and sufferings as the ground of J 
faith? to his commands as the rule, to his j 
example as the pattern for your life? ^Is his love | 
the constraining principle that animates all ? | 
Are you looking to him, or to self? Is it 
privilege to bear his cross, as well as to wear hia ] 
crown ?* The believer is made to renounce I 



« I Jolin ii. 15. ' Jer. xxxi. 18. b [sa. liii. U. 

2 Cor. V. 14. 

* A despising of all tilings tor the sake of Christ, is the 1 
very first teaaon of the Gospel. Give away all, lake up the 
cross, ami follow me, was tlie way whereby he tried his die- 1 
eiplcs of old, and if there be not the same mind and heart in J 
lis, we are none of hia. — Oieen. 
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everything for the sake of Christ, and to re- 
sign himself without reserve to Christ, to be 
ruled and saved according to his will. In him- 
self there is sin, and guilt, and death ; he looks 
to Jesus, and beholds holiness, and righteonsneas, 
and life. In himself there is ignorance, and 
emptiness, and nothingness; in Christ there is 
wisdom, and fulness, and all-sufficiency. He 
looks to Jesus ; lie confides, he hopes, he lives in 
Jesus. What ! a polluted sinner, in whom there 
is neither righteousness nor worthiness, nor 
spiritual life, to look to Jesus 1 Ah yes; for 
Jesus freely pardons, and freely saves, and freely 
loves. 'This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners. * Look unto me, and 
be saved, all ye ends of the earth. 'And looking 
unto Jesus is righteousness and spiritual life. 
*To whom then can we look but to Jesus? We 
know that the burden of sin, and of the world, 
and of pleasure, is a heavy burden, that will sink 
our souls down to death ; *but we know that the 
yoke of Christ is easy, and we desire the liberty 
to bear it. We implore the Spirit to turn our 
eyes to Jesus, to subdue our corruptions ; to un- 
I fold the beauty and loveliness of Jesus to our 

' 1 Tim. 1. 15. s Isa. siv. 22. ' Jer, xxiii, 6. 

* John vi. 66 " Mat. xi. 30. 
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sight : all our hopes, all our expectation, are in, 
JesuB Christ. 

And the Spirit does not merely turn the be- 
liever's eyes to Jesus as the author, but he keeps 
his eyes fixed on Jesus as i\\% finisher of his faith. 
He is not only the origin and mover of the 
blessed work, but ''he dwells in the believer's 
heart as the pledge, and as the bond of his 
union with Jesus Christ. And how powerfully 
and sweetly did the Holy Spirit speak in secret 
to that soul ! ^Ah stay ! consider what a sinful, 
guilty, ruined, and wretched state thou art in. 
Thou art going on contented, and careless, and 
merry, in the broad road to eternal death. Thy 
paltry works, thy polluted performances, are all 
abomination in tlic sight of God. °Thou hast no 
interest in the blood of Jesus; thou art living to 
the world, to pleasure, and to self, and not to I 
God : ah, what meanest thou ? thou art on the 
very brink of eternal woe. Behold the strictness 
and extent, the purity and spirituality of God's 
holy law ! Consider how thiu hast broken every , 
command of it, again and again, times without ' 
number. Thou art under the curse — thou art 
exposed to the tremendous wrath of Almighty 
God ! Ah stay : fall down upon tliy knees, and 
cry for mercy, and turn thine eyes to Jesus 1 

' 2 Cor. i. 22. ' Ezek. xvii. 31. " Eph ii. 12. 
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Christ. Look upon him. Here is a Saviour for 
thee, to pardou all thy sins, to supply all thy 
wants, to wash away all thy guilt, to heal all 
thy diseases, to relieve all thy miseries, to satisfy 
all thy desires, to answer all thy love, to fill thee 
with every grace, and to crown thee with eternal 
glory. Ah, look upon him ! look upon him with 
faith : take him for thine own. Look upon his 
compassion : look upon his sufferings and his 
death ; — all for thee : — look u]»on his excellency, 
his power, his g"ace, his love. Look upon him 
in every type, look upon hira in the Gospel : look 
upon him in the promises : look upon him in the 
covenant : — uotwitlistanding all thy vileness, thy 
sinfulness, thy unworthiness, and wants : — ah, 
listen to his voice, ^Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Ah come, look on him with the eye of 
faith, and your soul shall live. 

Now there are some who are looking unto Jesus 
as the author and finisher of their faith : blessed 
and happy souls ! O love him, live to him ; for 
*he hath loved you, and he gave himself for you, 
and he hath washed you from your sins in his 
own blood, 'and he shall give you to eat of the 
tree of life, tliat is in the midst of the paradise of 
God. And 'there are some who care for none of 
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these tilings. *Aii, beware lest tliat come upon 
you which is spoken of in the prophets : Be- 
hold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish : for I 
work a work in your days, a work which ye 
shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it 
unto you. And 'some are ignorant of these 
things, and insensible of their need of them, and 
regardless of the concern they have in them. 
Ah, poor souls 1 what so worthy of compassion as 
one who has no pity on himself! Insensible of 
sill, ignorant of spiritual things, regardless of the 
salvation there is in Jesus Christ ! Thus saith 
the Lord, ^They are a people of no understand- 
ing ; therefore he that made them will not have 
mercy on them, and he that formed thera will 
show them no favour. Insensibility and igno- 
rance will not excuse the sinner in the sight of ] 
God. And there are ^some who have a desire to 
look to Jesus : they find no real enjoyment in 
former things, and yet there is no hearty renun- 
ciation of all for Christ ; the eyes are not steadily 
fixed alone on Jesus. ^But there must be no 
dividing matters thus. If you hope to live, you 
must renounce all for Christ. At once for him : 
and ^there is a place for thee in his bosom : Hhere 
is a place for thee in his kingdom : ^ a place in his 



* Acts xiii. ^ 

I Hos. vii. 8 

' Matt. ! 
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iovenant : yea, ^there is a place for thee on his 
f throne. But trifle a little longer, and hesitate a 
I little more, and the only place for thee will be a 
place in hell. 

Looking unto Jesus is indeed a weighty and 
I solemn work. How is it so few, so very few, are 
[ steadily and stedfastiy looking in faith to Jesus 
r Christ ? How is it? From unbelief: — tliey do 
not really believe what the Bible says of their 
need of Jesus. They do not believe what the 
f Bible says of sin, nor of heaven, nor hell, nor of 
F the awful justice and holiness of God; nor the 
rich and glorious provision made for pardon and 
righteousness and life in Jesus Christ. No man 
will turn his eyes to Jesus, that does not feel 
' himself a sinner. Is your unbelief removed ? 
Has your sin been set before your eyes? Has it 
been brought home to your conscience? Have 
you felt yourself the most loathsome and worth- 
less of creatures? Ah, then, turn your eyes to 
Jesus. There is treasured up in him an inex- 
haustible supply of wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctilication, and redemption ; — gifts and 
graces that abundantly exceed all our sins and 
all our wants. *It pleased the Father that in 
him should all fulness dwell. Fulness of what? 
"Fulness of wisdom and righteousness, fulness of 
grace and life. And fur wiiom is this? For 
3 Rev. iii. 21. ' Col. i. 19. ; 1 Cor. i. BO. 
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"ub: offaia fulness have all we received, 'and grace 
for g^ce. ^Fulness of grace, fulness of life » 
abundant, inexhaustible, unfathomable fulness. 
^ The grace of our Lord, says the apostle Paul, 
was ^exceeding abundant. Ah, you will say, 
would that I were such a one aa Paul ! You are 
such a one as Paul : just such a one : as vile a 
sinner, as needy and worthless as Paul himself. 
And yet he found more grace in Christ than he 
knew what to do with : not only abuudaut grace, 
but exceeding abundant : exceeding all his sins 
and all his wants. And he was one of aa many 
sins and of as many wants as tliou art. What, 
was he less of a sinner I ^He will dispute that 
with you, for he says that he was 'the chief of 
sinners. Was this exceeding abundant grace, 
and mercy, and love extended to him aloue ? 
Ah no ; for he says he obtained mercy, that in 
him Christ Jesus might show forth all long-suf- 

" eyey^Ot] ^fiiv. ' John i. IC. 

" Perfectissima gratia facta est per Jesiim Christum. Lex 
uullam promisit gratiam: banc per Jesum Chris turn conse- 
quimiir, et ab eo nos oinnes accepiinus uberriniam gratiam. — 
Glag. Ph. Sac. vi. la. 

9 1 Tim. i. 14. * VTrep^wXeoi'ntTe, 

* Cave exiEtimes, moclestia: causa Apoatolum mentitum 

esse. Veram enim noD minus quam humilem confess ion em 

edere voluit, atque ex intimo cordis seusu depromptam. — 

Calv. in he. 

3 1 Tim. i. 15. 
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fcriaQ, for a pattern — mark that — -for a pattern 
to them that should hereafter beHeve on him to 
life everlasting. O, hadst thou then the sins 
of every sinner, in all their united enormity, and 
malignity, and guilt ; his blood can set thee free 
from all : for ever wash and cleanse thee from 
them all. Look upon the infinite perfections 
and glories of Jesus Christ, and say, *What are 
thy sins to his merits? What is thy misery 
and guilt to his mercy? What are all tJiy 
wants to Ids riches and fulness? O, did we 
but look more stedfastly and continually to Jesus 
Christ, we should enjoy more spiritual peace, we 
should serve him better, and we should love him 
more. True indeed, may another say, there is 
fulness enough, and treasures enough, in Jesus 
Christ; — but what is that to nie, if I have no 
share therein 1 What is that to thee ? Why, 
it is everything to thee. It was prepared for 
thee, it is suited for thee, and it will make thee 
blessed for ever. And who told thee it was not 
for thee? It might be Satan, ''for it is his aim 
to ruin and destroy thy soul. It might be thy 
heart; but ^he that trusteth to his own heart is 
a fool. But it was never the word of God. 
'The spirit and the bride say, Come : and let 
him that heareth say. Come ; and let him that is 

* Rom. V. 20, " John yiii. 44. G Prov. xxviii 26. 
' liev. KxLi. 17. 
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athirst come. And whoaoever will, let him take ' 
of the water of life freely. But I am polluted, 
and black, aud filthy witli sin and guilt: 
^The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 
all sin. But I have forsaken him, and gone 
astray times without number: ^ I will heal their I 
backsliding, and love them freely ; for mine j 
anger is turned away. O, make no more sin- 
ful objections. At once to Jesus. Implore his 
pardon. Plead the merits of his blood. Cast 
tliyself on his gracious promises. Seek his 
sanctifying Spirit. Go on depending on his 
almighty strength. Walk in his holy ways. He 
has merit in himself: it is for thee. He has 
righteousness : it is for thee. He has love, and 
light, and life, and grace, and peace : and all for 
thee, and for such as thou. Ah, then, be looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. 
In looking unto Jesus, ever bear this in mind, 
'The cause and origin of all he does for the 
poor sinful soul, from first to last, ia his own 
infinitely glorious, free, and sovereign grace and 
love. *Not the least spark or atom of any- 
thing good in us, but only hia own soverejg-n 
and almighty love that brought him down to 
assume our nature, to bleed and die for us. It 
is from this wonderful and glorious love that he 

" 1 John i, 7. 9 Ho8. xiv. 4. • Jer. xxxi. 3. 

'^Eph. li. 1. 
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first draws the sinner to himself: 'I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love, therefore with 
loving-kindness have I drawn thee. Herein h 
love ; not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us. Ah, beloved, what a precious, what a eoul- 
Bustaining doctrine is this, when we feel as well as 
know that salvation, from first to last, is all of 
grace ; * when we can look to Jesus as a glorious 
sovereign on a throne; as one who has all power 
in heaven and earth ; as one who will fulfil all 
his word, and do for us more than we can ask 
or think. And on a throne ^of grace too, where 
everything is done for the poor, and needy, and 
perisliing soul, as gratuitously and as liberally 
as infinite grace can do. 

There is yet another consideration or two, 
to encourage us to be looking unto Jesus. 
"The great design of Jehovah from eternity, 
in all the stupendous love of the Father, the 
mysterious undertakings of the Son, and the 
gracious dispensations of the Spirit, has been 
for the glory of God in the salvation of sin- 
ners. The salvation of sinners is the will of 
God. The salvation of sinners was the ob- 
ject for which Jesus died. 'Lo, I come, in 
the volume of the book it is written of me, 
to do thy will, O God. ®In the salvation of 

* Jer. xxxi. 3. * Zech. iv. 7. * Rom. v. 21. 

fi Prov. viii. 31. I Ps. xl. 7. » Rev. xi. 13. 
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sinners is the Lord Jesus glorified. It is not 
what such and such sinners deserve; it is not 
about this or that degree of worthiness or un- 
worthiness; it is not whether thy sins are few or 
man}', great or small ; all sink into less 
importance, in the question, How may the 
Lord Jesus be exalted, how may he be glorified ? 
How ? — By the salvation of such a polluted 
sinner as thyself. What, such a polluted sinner 
as myself to be loved and saved by the glori- 
ous and holy Son of God ! Ah, yes, ^where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound. And 
having much' forgiven, thou shalt love much. 
Look again, to the qualifications and perfections 
of Jesus Christ as an Advocate to plead for 
sinners, and as a living Head to supply them ia 
every need. * If any man sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous, and he is the propitiation for our 
sins. He is not an advocate who may or may 
not succeed in the cause he pleads : oh no, he 
'hath all power in heaven and on earth, and * be 
never yet failed in pleading for a single soul. 
And he is the Head of his people. He is so spoken 
of continually in the word of God. God gave 
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superat mode, sed etiaai absorbet. 
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Lim to be ^ Head over all tilings to tlie church, 
which is his body. Now has tlie head any come- 
liness, aay distiDctioii, any qualification, or any 
endowment, that is not for the use and service 
of the members of the body too ? What a re- 
freshing truth is this ; what an encouragement 
(ofaitli; how complete the salvation that is in 
Jesus Christ ; how endearing and perfect the 
believer's union with his Lord ! O let your 
souls revive and warm with these gospel princi- 
ples. And again, Be looking nnto Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith. 
■ Now, beloved, what say your hearts to these 
•things ? Have you any experience of them ? 
Have you that precious grace, that sanctifying 
grace, that saving grace of truly looking unto 
Jesus Christ? It flows from God the Father's 
love : it is the efi'ectual work of the Holy Ghost, 
and it fixes your eyes, your desires, your hopes, 
and your affections, on the blood and righteous- 
ness of Christ. Are those blessed elFecta wrought 
in you, which a saving sight of the grace and 
glory and loveliness of Jesus Christ is sure to 
work ? Have yon found that a spiritual sight 
of Jesus is a transforming, renewing, confirming, 
sanctifying thing ? that there comes along with 
it a principle of life and grace, flowing from 
Jesus into your very soul ? If you have looked 
3 Eph. i. 2-2. 
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on Jesus, and if you have these blessed tokens 
of the same — Precious Jesus, it is the purchase 
of thy blood ! Gracious God, it is thy sovereign 
gift ! Holy Spirit, it is thy glorious work ! 

Now, beloved, judge for yourselves whether 
you have truly looked on Jesus, and whether 
you have tasted any of the manifestations of his 
love. O let this precious scripture be as 
* frontlet between your eyes, and as a bracelet foi 
' your arm. Let it be with you when you awaken 
^ in the morning, and it will tell you where to 
direct your returning thoughts. Let it dwell 
with you throughout the day, and it will teach 
you how to sanctify your occupations. Let it go 
with you to your bed, and it will remind you 
where to repose your hopes ; it will sweeten your 
meditations and ^ songs in the night season. O 
let it be your constant aim to look alone to Jesus. 

But, saith the believer who knows some- 
thing of tlie blessedness of looking unto Jesus, 
I cannot be looking unto Jesus as I would 
No, nor can any of us. What are we to do 
Look again as needy sinners to our beloved 
and glorious Lord. Look to him, ' who is in the 
presence of God for us, pleading our cause, pre- 
senting his merits, and obtaining for us those 
mercies, of which we are apt to be too foi^etful. 
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but which, nevertheless, are descending upon us, 
in one form or another, incessantly, drop after 
drop, as refreshing showers upon a thirsty land. 
The great thing is, that we should feel our entire 
need of Jesus as a Saviour, and that as such we 
should rest alone on him. The word of God con- 
tinually sets forth our security and peace in 
Christ, to melt our souls with love, and to mould 
us to willing and acceptable obedience. Let us 
indulge in no unbelieving doubts nor slavish 
fears: they dishonour God, they are injurious to 
onrselves. We are called to liberty, and peace, 
and joy, and love in Jesus. 

But what am I to do in the night season, 
when all is dark ? in the night of affliction ; in 
the niglit of desertion ; in the night of trouble 
and adversity 1 — "Trust in the name of the Lord, 
and stay upon your God ; be looking unto Jesus, 
* there is no night with him. 

And again, if you desire a sweet and spiritual 
intercourse with Jesus, while you look above 
ordinances, yet do not neglect ordinances. 
Prayer, spiritual, heartfelt prayer ; hearty wrest- 
ling with God. Reading, meditating upon, 
praying over, and faithfully applying the blessed 
word. * Self-examination and solemn medi- 

Ition. ''Assembling with God's people for 
sisa. 1. 10. ' James i. 17. 

* 2 Cor. xiii. 5 ; Gen, xxiv. 63. ^ Heb. x 25. 
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''doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for m-l 
struction in righteousness ; for united prayer * 
and praise. 'A faithful attendance at the table 
of the Lord. A soul looking stedfastlj' to 
Jesns, or really desiring to look to Jesus, and 
neglecting the ordinances of Jesus ! — away with 
it, — the thing is not [lossible. What, then, 
there nothing but joy in ordinances, nothing butj 
clearness of spiritual vision? No, no, we do noW 
find that, ^for now we see through a glass darkly .3 
There is in all we do but too much cause for; 
spiritual complaint; but yet there is great spi-i 
ritual joy in ordinances, and we dare not neglect;] 
them. They are, when Jesus is present in them, j 
"our green pastures and our still waters: and s 
we are led from one to another till there shall ber 
no more need of them, till they shall end in 
glory. And spiritual communications from our 
Lord are bestowed upon us according to wisdom. 
Sometimes we need 'reproof and chiding, more ] 
than tenderness and consolation. And, at the ' 
best, it must be here a little and there a little. 
Too much at once would overpower us, as it did 
the *disciples on the mount. And so the believer 
in the Song complains, not of an absent Christ, 
but of a great and overpowering sense of the love 
of Christ. 'He brought rae to the banqueting- 
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house, and his banner over me was love. And 
I then there was such spiritual joy, such assurance 
' of blessedness in the Beloved, that it seems as if 
the soul was full and could bear no more, but 
cries out for support and strength : Stay me with 
, flagons, comfort me with apples : for I am sick 
j of love. 

O then, beloved in the Lord, if we would lay 
I aside every weight, if we would be rid of our 
besetting sins, if we would run with patience 
the race that is set before us : it must he 
I by looking with the eye of faith, from first to 
last, to Jesus Christ. O let not only our eyes, 
I but our minds, our hearts, our hopes, our pur- 
l-poses, our affections, all be fixed on Jesus, until 
I'we are changed into the same image, from glory 
plo glory. 
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1 Peter ii. 7. 
Unto you therefore which believe he is precious. 

There are many things which are esteemed 
very precious and tiesirable among men, which 
have neither worth nor value in the sight of God. 
But there are four things which the word of God 
sets before iia as really and eminently precious. 

1. The Lord's people are declared to be pre- 
cious. The precious sons of Zion,' says the 
prophet, comparable to fine gold. And yet, 
poor and empty and worthless in themselves, 
by nature they are the children of wrath even as 
others. Their loveliness and valtie is all from 
Christ. Their comeliness is all from the Re- 
deemer's grace ; their graces are all hi 
their hopes and privileges and dignities arej 
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from liim ; they are precious only through him : 
to him alone then be all the glory. 

2. Faith is said to be precious.'^ And a 
precious and fundamental grace indeed it is : 
it is the Christian's peculiar treasure. It con- 
veys to him an interest in all the rich mer- 
cies and consolations of the Gospel ; in all 
the glories and blessings of salvation and 
eternal life : and it brings him to a sweet and 
willing resignation of self, and all that concerns 
himself, to the wisdom, and faithfulness, and 
love of God. But faith hath no value, further 
than that it enables us to discover the glories and 
excellencies of Jesus Christ. It hath no worth, 
further than that it clothes the soul with the spot- 
less righteousness of Jesus Christ. It hath no 
merit, further than that it unites the soul in a holy 
and inseparable union with Jesus Christ, and as 
it stamps his glorious and blessed image on the 
heart. All its value then, and all its merit, and 
all its worth arises alone from him, who is 
the object of the believer's love, and altogether 
precious to his soul. 

3. We read of precious promises, * exceeding 
great and precious promises. And precious indeed, 
exceeding precious, are the promises of God. 

i no dungeon of trouble, but the believer 

d a promise to open a door of hope. No 

ness, but a promise will supply him 
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with heavenly manna. No hard and flinty rock,, 
but a promise can draw out streams of living water,. 
No spiritual foe nor fearful conflict, but a promisel 
to support him in the struggle, and to cheer him I 
on to victory. The promises are gospel milk to 
nourish ; they are gospel wine to refresh ; they 
are a gospel staff to support ; they are gospel 
gold to enrich. The consolations which they 
give are pure, and the food which they supply 
has neither husk nor refuse. But all their sweet- 
ness, and all their substance, and all their 
strength and nourishment is derived from Jesus 
Christ. Through him liave all the promises 
in the covenant of grace been made, and only 
* through him are they conveyed tons. They 
are the field which the Lord hath blessed,* but 
Christ is the precious treasure hid therein. They 
are the alabaster box,^ but Christ is the precious 
ointment which makes them fragrant, and gives 
them all their value. They are free : but frota 
the freeness of his grace who made them. They 
are faithful : but from the unchangeableness of 
him whose words they are. They are exceeding 
great : but from the glory and wisdom of him 
who hath spoken them. They are precious : 
but from the worth and all-sufficiency of that 
blood wherewith he hath sealed them all. Christ, 
then, is the precious source from whence they 
* 2 Cor. i, 'JO. 1 Gl-h, xxvii. 27. e Malt. xxvi. ! 
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I Bow. Their sweetness, their lovel ness, their 
I life, their value, is all from Jesus Christ. 
; The Lord's people are precious ; but only as 
I they reflect the gracej and love, and holiness of 
I Jesus Christ. Without him faith is but a barren 
speculation. Without him the promises are 
I dead and empty sounds. But in him and 
[ through him all is grace, and glory, and faith- 
fulness, and light, and love. 

4. The Lord Jesus is precious. But O 
I what tongue shall speak of him, and not 
I obscure his glory and loveliness rather than 
set it forth 1 The whole word of God declares 
that he is pre-eminently precious. In him 
, the whole majesty and splendour and glory 
of God the Father shines fully forth. He is 
the ' mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Lord Jehovah, The whole Bible is bespangled 
with his praises. The redeemed on earth, the 
I saints in glory, and all the hosts of heaven, adore 
I and magnify him for all tlie wonders he has 
done. He is truly precious : precious to God 
the Father; precious to the holy angels; pre- 
cious to every child of God. Behold,^ saith 
God, — behold mine elect, in whom my soul 
•delighteth. '^This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased. He is precious, too, to angels, 
for he is their Creator and their Lord. ' By him 
Isa. ix. 6. 8 isa. xlii. 1. MalU iii. 17. > Col. i. ]6. 
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were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether, 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalitieE 
or powers: all things were created by him, am 
for him. And then with what joy and triumph 
they proclaimed his birth ! ' Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, and good-will 
to men. To the saints he is truly precious. 
Unto you therefore, which believe, he is precious, 
Whatever may be the thoughts which the worl) 
has of our precioua Lord, it now concerns not us 
the word is, Unto you which believe he is pre- 
cious. Ah, do you not find him precious, truly 
precious, yea, far more precious than you or I, 
can set him forth? But yet the world will oftei 
wonder why we account him precious, and wh 
the desires and affections of our hearts are fixed 
on him ; and sometimes ^ask us, who is Jesus, 
or what we have found in him ? The believer 
willingly takes up the question, and rejoices in 
an ^opportunity to extol him who is so precious 
to his soul. Do you ask, why is Jesus preciou* 
to them that believe ? Consider his majesty an^j 
dignity, his power and glory. Meditate on the 
mysterious wonders and perfections of his person. 
He is ^Emmanuel " ' 
nature : and the n 
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the same attributes and perfections, 
which subsist in God the Father. Such is the 
dignity and glory of Jesus Christ, that the ^wholc 
creation is bound to adore and worship him. 
He is to be loved and feared, believed in and 

I obeyed, prayed unto and praised, by every crea- 

, tore. In his hand is the sovereign disposal of 
life, and grace, and glory. The Son^quickeneth 

I whom he will : he has the ^ keys of death and 
hell: ^all judgment is committed unto him : 

I hia 'kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 

' his dominion ruleth over all. Ah, who can set 
forth the glories of his kingdom ? ' His throne, 
at the right hand of God. ' His sceptre, a 
sceptre of righteousness. His ministers, * thou- 
sands, yea, ten thousand times ten thousand 
holy angels : and all shall live in all the blessed- 
ness of heaven, or die in all the torments of hell, 
as ^he pronounces their eternal doom. Ah, then, 

I ought not the Lord Jesus to be precious to us, 

I and glorious in our esteem? 

But why is the Lord Jesus precious ? O, 

I consider his riches, think of his treasures : they 
are ^unsearchable, and they are inexhaustible. 
What poor, what beggarly, what perishing 

ePhil. ii. 10. T John V. 21. aRev. i. 18. 

3 John V. 22. 1 Dan. vii. 27. « Col. iii. I. 
^ Heb. i. 8. * Dan. vii. 10. « Matt. xxv. 34. 
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things arc the tilings of tliis life, compared with 
the richea of Jesus Christ ! He has treasures of 
pardon and peace ; treasures of life and love. 
righteousness and salvation, of grace and endh 
glory. He has more than enough to supply 
every want, to answer the most boundless ex- 
pectation, and to satisfy the largest desire ; and 
it is his will and delight that they who believe 
should partake freely and fully of all he has to 
give. 'Ask that you may receive, and that yoi 
joy may be full. He would have them abundantly 
filled, abundantly comforted, abundantly 
riched, and abundantly glorified for ever. Cai 
wisdom and knowledge make lovely, or rend' 
precious? ^In him are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge, and in this there is none 
to be compared to Jesus Christ. There is no 
true wisdom, but in Christ : there is no true 
wisdom to be had, but by a real and apiritui 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. ^ He knows G< 
and the things of God : he knows man, i 
the things of man. And 0, how tenderly 
regards and knows his people ! He kno' 
their state, spiritual and temporal. He knowi 
their frames, their wants, their burdens, their 
temptations, their joys, their sorrows, and their 
fears. He knows how, too, to promote his own 
glory, and his people's good ; to save, to defend, 
J John xvi. 24. e Col. ii, 3. p Mat 
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to guide, to iDstruct, to comfort and to bring 
them safe to glory. He employs' devils to try tliem, 

nd to do them service: 'angels are appointed 
I to minister for them. For their sake the nations 
I of the earth are * blessed: on their account 

•afflicted and destroyed. Ah, there is none like 
I Jesus Christ; ^he is fairer than the children of 
n. *He is altogether lovely and precious to 
f the believer's soul. The believer sees his own 
F deformity and the perfect beauty of Jesus Christ. 

He is sensible of his own need and wretchedness ; 
I lie feels the burden of guilt, he is acquainted 

witli the plague and pollution of liis own heart ; 
j but he turns his eyes to Jesus, and finds a complete 
1 relief in him. O Lord, ' thou art my refuge 
I and portion. Thou art my deliverer, my God, 
I my strength, ray rock, my fortress, my shield, 

my sun, and all my salvation. ^O, let my 

mouth be filled with thy praise all the day long. 

O, has the Lord .lesus this influence with your 
I Boul ? Do you feel him to be truly and un- 
I Bpeakably precious? Is there a unity of affec- 
' tion and a unity of purpose between him and 
, yourself? ^He that hath the Son hath life : but 

he that hath not the Son shall not see life, the 
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wrath of God abideth on him. Again, there is 
that perfection in Jesus Christ tliat crowns the 
whole, and completes the glorious cliaracter of, 
all that flows from him : ' He, only, hath immor-l 
tality. O the joy and blessedness of that word ! 
it lifts the believer's heart from earth, for his 
Lord hath said, ^^ Because I live, ye shall live also. 
The believer's lot for eternity is bound up with the 
eternity and glory of his Saviour and his God. 
' I am the resurrection and the life : he that 
believeth in nie, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live : and whosoever liveth and believeth 
me shall never die. If thou art his : if he 
truly sweet and precious to thy soul ; he Viveai 
for ever to love thee, to comfort and to bless thee :"i 
to be with thee in life, to sustain thee in death, 
to crown thee with glory for eternity. But O, 
if thou art not his, if thou art not serving him, 
not living to his glorj', if he is not precious to 
thy soul ; then he li%'es for ever to pour oui 
upon thee all the fierceness of his anger, and 
overwhelm thee with an eternal weight of wra1 
and woe. 

Beloved, a man may have many correct and' 
scriptural notions respecting the Lord Jesus, 
but all without the principle, all without one 
of the feelings and affections of spiritual life^ 
He may know something of the glory of JesusJ 
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F and he may talk of his love; but yet he may 
I be living in the service of sin, as though there 
I was no redemption ; he may be delighting in 
I the ways and follies of uDgodline&s, as though 
f there were no better to be found : he may be 
destitute of every holy emotion and perception, 
i though there was no hell to shun, nor heaven 
F to gain. He may fix his affections and seek his 
I gratifications in the things of time, as though 
[ there was nothing in eternity. He may have 
I the form of knowledge, but without one living 
I influence on his will, or one spiritual impression 
I on his heart. Or, on the other hand, he may 
hear, and read, and pray, and do many things ; 
and he may do them all to himself and to the 
I world, and not to God. There may be no fiiith 
in Jesus to produce them, no love for Jesus to 
sustain them, no intention to glorify Jesus as the 
end of them. The workings of a troubled con- 
science may prompt him, or carnal fear may 
urge him on, or vain-glory may allure him, or 
self-righteousness may be their delusive and 
deadly spring. But, O, as you love your life, 
and as your hopes for eternity depend upon it : — 
on whom are your affections fixed, to what are 
your heart and life devoted ? No spurious work, 
no outside show, no mere talk and forms, will do 
for him* who looketh on the heart. O, have 
you the * spirit of Christ? Are your affections 
* I Sam, xvi. 7. ' Rom. viij. 9, 
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hath done for the 



supremely fixed on Jesus ? Are you living to h^ 
glory, and is he truly precious in your 

Now, why is Christ so precious i 
liever's eyes ? Come, then, 
something of what Christ 
believer's soul. 

Once, it may be, this believer was ^as blind, 
and as ignorant of spiritual things, as others. 
Eternity had as little liold upon his heart. He 
saw no "form nor comeliness in Christ that Ijc 
should desire him. He was living wrapped up 
in *the rags of self-righteousness, or defiled with 
the mire of open wickedness. Like those around 
him, he was a stranger to the evil and guilt of 
sin : he knew nothing of himself: he was 
unacquainted with the ^plague of his owu 
heart, its corruptions had given him °no great 
uneasiness ; he was a ' stranger to hearty wrest- 
ling with God, to secret soul-felt prayer; a 
neglecter of the word; seeking *hi9 portion in 
the things of this life, and a ^ lover of thia pre- 
sent world. But the Spirit of God hath spoken 
to that soul. He has been brought ^to consider 
and to feel his lost and miserable condition. 
Though he may be surrounded with all that the 
world can give, he feels, he groans under a sense 
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of his spiritual wants. He finds 'he is wretclied, 
aud poor, and miserable, and blind, and naked, 
tor eternity ; <iud in the depth of his fear and 
anguish he looks around for help. Perhaps he 
tries ^many ways of escape : he listens to tliis or 
that device; he *s])ends all Jiis substance on 
other physicians; there is nothing but dis- 
appointment in them all, ^ he finds theiu all of 
no value. ^He is dead in sin, it is Christ alone 
that can raise him up. His will is fettered with 
corruption and pollution, it is 'Christ alone who 
can set him free. His affections are fixed on the 
worthless vanities of time, it is Christ alone 
who can *raise them to things above. He finds 
in himself nothing but sin and guilt; his *coii- 
science tells him of judgmeutand condemnation : 
and he "perceives that there is not the slightest 
glimpse of hope, unless the Spirit communicate 
the remedies and graces of the Gospel. 'He 
feels that his debts are numerous as the sands of 
the sea, and mighty as the mountains in guilt, 
and never, no never to be cancelled or washed 
away, but by an effectual application of the 
Saviour's blood. He lies at tlie feet of Jesus as 
an empty destitute : Jesus, have mercy on me. 
His distress craves somethiug from the uusearch- 
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able liches of Jeaus Christ. His wounds c; 
eased by nothing but the efficacy of Christ's 
atoning blood. His heart is broken, and only 
the ^hand of Jesus can bind it up. Every want 
and every fear, every sorrow and every hope, 
every desire cries out for Christ, and drives him 
nearer and nearer the cross of Christ. 

Now when the ^ Spirit reveals to him the glory 
of Jesus Christ ; sets Christ before him. as a per- 
fectly free and all-sufficient Saviour ; speaks 
peace to his soul through Jesus Christ, and 
through faith in his blood : and gives hint a 
good and scriptural hope of pardon, and peace, 
and holiness, and eternal life : O, is not, must 
not, Jesus be all in all to such a soul ? Jesus, 
' made unto liim, poor, lost, and worthless 
sinner, made unto him of God too, wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion ! O, must not Jesus be inconceivably 
precious to the believer's soul ? ° Bless the Lord, 
O my soul : and all that is within rae, bless his 
holy name : bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all liis benefits : who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases ; 
who redeemeth thy life from destruction ; who 
crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender 
mercies. He searches the heights and the 
depths, and heaven and earth, and he finds that 
B Luke iv. 18. 3 Rev. xxii. 17. ' J Cor i. 30. 



JEStIS PRECIOUS. 



;i5 



there is nothiug comparable to Jesus Christ. Life 
may be sweet, and health, and freedom, and 
food, and friends, and peace desirable, but ah, 
there is nothing precious like Jesus Christ. 
* There is everything in Jesus the believer can 
desire ; merit to pardon him ; righteousness to 
justify him ; wisdom to teach him ; truth to 
guide him ; love to win him ; the Spirit to sanc- 
tify him ; power to save him, and glory to crown 
him. Everything is lovely and precious^ to the 
believer, in Jesus Christ. *None neglect him 
but those who know him not. °The believer casts 
away bis idols, his idols of silver and gold, and 
pleasure, and sin, and self, casts them away to 
the moles and to the bats, and takes refuge in 
the ^ Rock of ages. He can find no 'refuge from 
the storm of wrath ; he can make no compen- 
sation for sin ; he can produce no reformation to 
satisfy his mind ; no prayers, no tears, no ser- 
vices; ^but only the all-sufficient righteousness 
of Jesus Christ. 

Ah, is not Christ most precious to the believ- 
ing soul? Look over a few of the believer's 
blessings and privileges, and say. "He has the 
pardon of every sin through Christ: 'Christ 
made an all-sufficient sacrifice for all his guilt. 
^All the obedience, all the suffering, all the 

' Col. ii. 8. • John i. 10, ' Isa. ii. 18. 
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rightcnusnesa of Jeaua Christ is liis. 'His tol 
plead for him with infallible success: *his to I 
procure him an answer to every prayer. Through I 
Jesus he enjoys the love of God, the light of I 
his countenance, the outpourings and sweet re- 
flections of his eternal love for Christ. These I 
privileges are far too glorious and far too excel-J 
lent to be clearly seen, or fully known and felt 
in this our dark and sinful state : they 
joys with whicli 'a stranger in termed dleth not,! 
but '^all yea and amen in Jesns Christ. Notl 
like the transitory, uncertain joys of earth, but J 
all sure, and irrevocable in Jesus Christ, 

The Holy Spirit, that precious and glorious ' 
gift, the believer 'has from Jesus. The Spirit 
^ commences the great work in his soul ; he 
imparts to him the incorruptible principle of 
spiritual life ; and ^he dwells within him to 
sustain and complete the work. The world can- 
not receive him, because it seeth him not, nei« J 
llierknoweth him: but ye know him : for he-l 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 'He is 
a spirit of grace in the thorough change, the 
godly sorrow, the lively faith of true repentance. , 
-A spirit of supplications in the believer's wrest-* ^ 
lings at the throne of grace, enabling him to cry J 
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Abba, Father. ^A spirit of illumination, opening 
the understanding to the word. *A spirit of 
love, rousing, directing, aud inflaming the aftec- 
tions of the soul. A spirit of wisdom and meek- 
ness in lowliness of mind. A spiiit of fear in a 
dread of offending God. A spirit of comfort to 
support him in all his temporal wants, aud in all 
his spiritual trials : and a spirit of holiness to 
prepare and fit him for the enjo^'ment of eternal 
life. Thus it is not a matter of doubt and un- 
certainty, whether the believer, to whom Christ 
is precious, may or may not live to God, and 
bring forth fruit : ah, no : "the Spirit of holiness 
is in Ids heart, and abides with him for ever. 
The spirit of life is the principle of his spiritual 
life and action. The love of Christ constrains 
him: the glories and joys of heaven animate 
him. He serves, but not in a dead and carnal 

Iway : he is bound, but not by the cords of hell 
and deatli. Now all these graces and all these 
hopes and comforts come from Christ. If he 
should leave the soul, the believer's light, and 
life, and grace, and peace, are gone. Without a 
continual application to him, the believer finds 
qu 
tic 



John xiv. 26 ; Eph. i. 17. * John vi. 23. 

Qui per Christum gratuita Dei bonitale juBti6cari 
quierit, cogitat lioc fieri non pusse, quit) simul tn sancUliLk- 
tionem eum appreliendat : hoc est, ejus Spiritu t 

et puriiiitem. — Cti/v. in I Cor. i. 
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that corruptions are not to be subdued, Witl 
out him ordinances are but dry and harrel 
things. Without him truth is never felt to sal- 
vation. Without him there is no interest in the 
promises. Without him holiness can never be 
attained.^ But as in Christ there is no condemna- 
tion, so '^from Christ there is no separation. 
Ah, is not Jesus precious to the beh'ever's soul ? 
Precious ! — he is exceeding, he is supremely 
precious. 

Now, beloved, let me ask you three weighty 
and spiritual questions, upon which hang the 
interests of your precious souls. Ah, be honest 
with yourselves, as you regard your life, as you 
value the love, or fear the wrath of Almighty 
God. 1. What influences have you from Jesus 
Christ ? 2. Are your affections fixed on Christ ? 
And, 3. Are you truly serving Christ? Now if 
Christ is truly precious in your esteem, your in- 
fluences will comefrom Christ : your affections will 
be fixed on Christ: you will be truly serving 
Christ. 0, how is it with you in the sight of God ? 
O what a sad, and affecting, and fearful thing it 
is, to consider the state, or to look upon the man, 
wlio has no love for Christ ; who is Uving to 
the world, or to pleasure, or to ain, or to self, 
and not to Christ. What storms and tempests 
uf wrath hang over him ! What sliis, what ig- 
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norauces, what impieties, what stifled convictions, 
what abused gifts, what slighted mercy, what 
filthy and hateful self-righteousness, — O what 
a load of iniquity and guilt is to be accounted 
for, and to be condemned by a just and offended 
God ! Will the Gospel give hope, will the law 
spare, will Jesus save ? Ah, it must be '^now, — 
now, or never. There ia but a span between 
thee and eternal death, there is but a step be- 
tween thee and hell. 

Ah, 13 it not a mournful thing, to see an im- 
mortal soul consuming the few short years of a 
precarious life, in folly, and vanity, and un- 
thinking mirth : to behold a never-dying spirit 
[ toiling and drudging to heap up a little of that 
[ which ^the rust and moths consume, or which 
I thieves may steal, or of which death deprives 
I him — regardless of his eternal interests ! Ah, 
■ then, arise and cry for mercy ! Union, real and 
IliviDg union with Christ, or else you die! No 
Ihiding-place from the eternal wrath of God, but 
ta real interest in the blood and righteousness 
fOf Jesus Christ. Nothing can do the work but 
■the Holy Spirit. Nothing can fit you for heaven 
fbut a life of holiness. ^One tiling, and but one 
ting, is supremely needful. 

But M Jesus truly precious, and do you truly 
prize and love him, as those who have had 

? 2 Cor. vi. 2, fl Matl. vi. 19. w Luke x. 42. 



40 



JESUS PRECIOCiS, 



a glimpse of hia glory, and a taste of his grace I 
Ab, is not the whole world but as a pooYU 
erapty worthlessnesg and nothingness, in com- 
parison with him ? what love, what affection 
is due unto him ! With what joy, with what 
triumph, with what self-abasement, should we 
look upon that mysterious manifestation in otir 
nature, that sinless life, that perfect obedience, 
that precious blood, that meritorious suffering', 
that glorious triumph, whicli are the surefounda- J 
tions of all our hopes ! If we are truly Christ's, I 
we may rejoice : for who or what shall ever sepa- 
rate us from his love ? O how earnestly ought 
we to seek the blessed influences of his Spirit ! 
How should we feed upon and enjoy the strongJ 
consolations of the Gospel, and labour to have' 
tile will of Christ, our will : ' to have the 
mind in us: *a daily increasing conformity to 
him. How diligent and spiritual we should be 
in seeking communion with him ! 'How fearful 
lest we should fall from his holy precepts, to the 
suggestions of our own deceitful hearts : 'from 
liis perfect righteousness, to our own imperfec 
works: 'from hisglorious service, to the debasihs 
service of self ! 

True, may some one say : Christ is, and t 
be precious, and altogether lovely to them] 



■ Pliil. ii. 5. " Pliil. i 
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that believe : but I am afraid I have neither 

uaioD nor hope in him. — Ah, then I tell thee, 

if thou art living in sin, or cherishing and 

fondling any one thing, whether it be small or 

great, that thou knoweat to be contrary to his 

holy law and will : — I tell thee tlien, that all 

thy fears will prove too true : ah, they will prove 

worse than the very worst thou hast ever feared. 

But is it not so T — art thou mourning, and la- 

, menting over sins, and failure in duties, and 

being unworthy of Christ, of unsuitableness to 

him in spirit and in life ? — "Blessed are they 

that so mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

; Dost thou consider that Jesus is truly precious, 

lud dost thou hunger and thirst after part and 

portion in him? — 'Blessed are they that so 

r hunger and thirst, for tliey shall be filled. "Is 

thy soul full of fear and trembling, lest thou 

shouldst sin again, and grieve the Spirit, and 

dishonour his holy name ? Is tiie service of 

I Christ thy delight? His dishonour thy grief 

Land sorrow? Is communion with him sweet? 

LDost thou rejoice when he is glorified ? — Go, 

tgracious soul, consume not thy time in com- 

|, plaining: Jesus is precious in thy esteem. 

But has it not yel come to this : are all these 
Hgracious and holy actings but faint and weak : 
I are they desired rather than discerned ? At 
fl Mati. V, 4. ' Matl. v. C. M Cor. x.. i2. 
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once to Jesus. Open thine heart to him ia 
earnest prayer. Cast thyself upon the freeness 
of his love ; tlie fulness of his pardoning grace. 
Away with carnal reasonings about the worthi- 
ness or unworthiness of self. Thou art a sinner : 
a guilty, worthless, perishing sinner: ^ but the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin. 
Cast thyself on him; deceive not thyself; he 
will not deceive thee. And thou shall love him, 
serve liim, glorify him, and be one with him for 
evermore. Unto you, therefore, which believe, he 
is precious. 

y 1 John i. 7. 
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He is altogether lovely. 

' What is thy beloved more than another be- 
loved ? — Such 19 the scornful question with which 
the world taunts the believer, and reproaches his 
hopes in Jesus Christ. What need is there of 
all this earnestness, and diligence, and prayer, 
and striving ? * Why, it condemns us. Will not 
less than this serve your purpose ? And then, why 
all this trusting, and praising, and rejoicing in 
Jesus Christ? What is there so excellent, or so 
extraordinary in Christ, that you must be ever 
speaking of his glories, and talking of his love ? 
— What is tliy beloved more than another be. 

I loved 1 — I will tell you, says the believer : fo'' 
I can 'give you a reason of the hope that is in 
■Cant. V. n. =Joliii ix. 34. ' I I'et. 
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me, * Mif beloved is white arid ruddy, the chief- I 
est amoTig ten thousand. There is everything in 
Iiim that is glorious and lovely. *He is wliite in 
the glory of his Godhead. He is ^ ruddy in the 
preciousness of liis manhood. He ia white in his 
spotless purity. He is ruddy in the blood which 
he poured out for ein. He is white in love and 
mercy for his own. He is ruddy in justice and 
vengeance to those who are none of his. 

' But he was poor, and reviled, and persecuted, ■ 
and he died. — Ah yes, ^for me he was poor in- I 
deed. For me he was indeed reviled and perse- 
cuted. Forme he endured tlie wrath of God. 
For me — ah yes — for poor sinful, wretched, and 
ruined me — boundless, wondrous, glorious 
love ! — for me be died. But behold he is alive 
again. ^He has the keys of death and hell, and 
he liveth for evermore. 'In that he died, he died 
for my sins once ; but in that he liveth, he liveth 
for ever as my Saviour and my God. 

What ia ray beloved more than another be- 
loved ? — He is the full and overflowing and end- 
less and boundless fountain of life and grace and 
love to them that believe. ^He is the Author 
and Finisher of my faith. 'Wisdom, and right- 
eousness, and sanctification, and redemption, are 

*Cant. V. 10. "Rev. i. 14. ^Heb. li. 14. 

T Acts XXV. 19. a 2 Cor. viii. 9. BRev. i. 18. 
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onl}' to be found in him. Through him they 
are conveyed by the Holy Spirit to my soul. He 
is the foundation of all my hopes. He is the life 
of my spirit. He is the joy of my heart. He is 
my refuge against sin. He is my deliverance 
from the wrath to come. * He is my portion, my 
exceeding great and rich reward. 

What is my beloved more than another be- 
J*loved?^What other beloved ? What other is there 
worthy of being beloved ? Shall I fix my affec- 
\ tions on the world ? It cannot satisfy the desires 
lof an immortal soul. * It has nothing which is 
I lasting : nothing worthy of an anxious thought 
from a being destined for eternity. ^Its honours 
I and its riches are trifling and foolish as the play- 
things of a baby, compared with the weighty and 
L eternal glories and treasures after which I aspire. 
I Would you have me seek enjoyment and satisfac- 
[tion in pleasures? Ah no ; the}' may seek them, 
I who know nothing nobler or better ; but they 
I cannot delight the spiritual mind. They are 
f foolish or debasing ; they are perishing and 
I worthless. ^Thc joys of the world all end in 
I sorrow ; the pleasures of the world all ter- 
['luinate in remorse and tears, I have joys and 
I pleasures better far than all the joys and plea- 
I'sures of the world. My ' Lord supplies me with 
* Cant. vi. 3. * 1 Pet. i. 24. « 1 Cor. ix. 25. 
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meat to eat, which the world knows not of.' 
compare all other beloveds— sin, the world 
pleasure, self- righteousness — weigh them in the! 
balances of the sanctuary; try them by the testi- I 
mony of the Spirit, they are all but dung and I 
loss. But O how glorious, how eternally satis- I 
fying is he that is the beloved of niy soul ! The \ 
thoughts of him always delight, always refresh I 
my heart. But I fail in setting him forth in any 1 
language of my own. O tlien let me take up 
those ^inspired and blessed words which express 
the experience of my soul. ' His head is as the 
most fine gold. Yea, in the glory of his deity, 
and in the fulness and excellency of his power! 
and wisdom, he is for ever king in Zion. He I 
ruleth over all. His throne is eternal as the days 
of heaven. " His locks are bushy, and black as a 
raven. His counsels are unsearchable, cloude 
and darkness are round about him. Deep and . 
perplexed and mysterious to the eyes of sense i 
are the administrations of his kingdom. But all 
is order, all is beauty, all is perfection connected 

9 Amor ubique loquitur ; et si quis, horum quaa leguntur, 
cupit adipiRci nolitiam, araet. Alioquin fmstra ad audlen- 
(tum legendumve amoris carmen, qui non amat, accedits | 
quoniam omnino non potest, capere ignitum eloquium frigi- 
dum pectus. Liugua amoris ei qui non amat, barbars erit ; 
eritque sicut kb sonans, aut cytnbalum tinnieos. — Bern, in I 
CatU. Ixxix. 1. 

'Cant. V. 11. nbid. 
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with Jesus Christ. ^ His eyes are as the eyes of doves 
by the rivers of waters, washed with milk and fitly 
set. His eyes indeed are full of compassion and 
tender love. By the light of his countenance he 
raises ray drooping soul. By the influences of 
his love he refreshes my fainting spirit. The 
discoveries which he makes of himself are re- 
living to my heart. He is altogether faithful 
lid true. His countenance, his lips, his mouth, 
Fftre most sweet, and full of grace. He is altoge- 
[iflier lovely. 

Thus is this precious Scripture bespangled with 

[■the praises of Jesus Christ, And thus the be- 

[ liever enumerates tiie value, the perfections, the 

rbeauty and tlie desirableness of things known 

(and esteemed among men, to set forth the riches, 

3 dignity, the excellency, the beauty, the ma- 

Kjesty, tlie loveliness of Jesus Christ. But all falls 

f short ; yea, inspiration is at a loss for words ; the 

praises falter on our tongues, and we can only 

elude that he is altogether lovely. 

O holy and blessed Spirit, thou fountain and 

f 'Source of all real understanding in spiritual 

fthings, enable us to comprehend and to set forth 

the loveliness of Jesus Christ in a few particulars. 

He is lovely in his most glorious person. *He 

J Emmanuel, God with us. What is the foun- 

\ dation of that joy, that triumph that we read of 

'Cant. V. 12. ^Matt. i. 23. 
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in Isa. xl. ? O thou that hringest good tidings t«| 
Zion, get thee up into the high mountaia 
thou that bringest good tidings to Jerusalem, lift 
up thy voice with strength : lift it up, be not 
afraid : say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your 
God ! — O this is the strong foundation of all our 
liopes ; this is the source of all our comfort, that 
lie is Jehovah Jesus. ' Fear not, for thou shall 
not be ashamed ; neither be thou confounded. 
for thou shalt not be put to shame. What- 
uiuch sin, and not ashamed ! so much guilt, and 
not confounded ! The fearful judgment-seat of 
God, and not afraid ! Ah no ; ^for my Redeemei 
is the Holy One of Israel, the God of the whol( 
earth. 

What is my beloved more than another be-i 
loved ? — '' He is lovely in his human nature. 
" When he was rich, for our sakes he became poor. 
For our sake he was ^made of a woman : he took 
part of flesh and blood : he was made under th§. 
law. Hence he was fitted to suffer, and to fei 
that weight of wrath and woe which belonged to 
us. Had he not been made man, he could not 
have suffered. Had he not been God, his suffer- 
ing could have been of no avail or meritorioi 
efficacy, either for himself or us. O what 
that hath any acrjuaintance with these thioj 

> Isa. liv. 4. ^ Isa. liv. 5. T [iga. xxxli. 2. 

B2 Cor. viii. 9. 9 Gal. h 
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doth not rejoice with a transport of holy joy, 
' That he was made in all things like as we are : 
that he was one of us, yet without sin. *That 
he took not on him the nature of angels, but the 
seed of Abraham. ' This is the hidden mystery, 
glorious without doubt to all eternity; and the 
contemplation of it ever refreshing to our souls. 
*He was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and of 
his fulness we j'eceive even grace for grace. 

What is my beloved more than another be- 
loved ? — ^ He is lovely in his spotless holiness, and 
in his perfect obedience to the law of God. We, 
ah what are we ? ^ we are all as an unclean thing, 
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags. A 
little time spent in self-examination will serve, 
with the light of the word and the Spirit, to show 
the best of us that there is no spiritual health nor 
soundness in us. ''That our imaginations are 
only evil, our tlioughfs vain and sinful. That 
our life is unholy, and not devoted as it ought to 
be to the glory of God. " That our hearts are the 
fountain of evil ; anger, and pride, and malice, 
and lust. And our conscience will whisper to 
us, from time to time, of long- forgotten sins, 
of unholy thoughts, and looks, and words, all 
hateful to a pure and holy God. But none of 
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this corruption and pollution appears in Jei 
Christ. ^He, and he alone, is holy, harmli 
undefiled, and separate from sinners ; lie did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. He 
was adorned with all the beauties of holiness; 
resplendent in all the glories of spiritual loveli- 
ness. He failed in no point, he came short in no 
degree. 'He is the delight of God the Father. 
His righteousness is a perfect, everlasting right- 
eousness; for it is not tl^e righteousness of a 
creature, but the righteousness of Almighty God. 
What is my beloved more than another be- 
loved 1 — -O he is lovely, altogether lovely in his 
most precious death. O never, never was he 
more lovely, more precious to a poor and ruine4. 
sinner, than when he suffered, and bled, ant 
died for sin. It *was he who loved us, yea be- 
fore the world began, * Who covenanted in eter- 
nity to redeem us with his own most precious 
blood. Whose mighty love never relaxed, never 
ceased to burn for sinners in all that vast dura- 
tion. * He bore our griefs, he carried our sor- 
rows. ^ He was wounded for our transgreasiona, 

9Heb.vii.26. ■Isa.xlii.l. Md. Ixiij. I. j 

3 Jer. xxxi. 3. * Heb. xiii. 20. ' laa- Uii- 4. fl 

6 Nempe vulneratus est propter iniquitates nostras. Quid^ 
tarn ad mortem, quod non Christ! morte solvatur? Si ergo in 
mentem venerit tarn potens tatnque cfficnx medicamentum, 
nulla jam possum morbi malignitate terrerL — Bern, in Cant. 
I si. 3. ~ 
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[lie was bruised for our iniquities ; the chastise- 
I ttent of our peace was upon him, and with his 
I stripes we are healed. The bloody sweat, the 
spitting, the mockery and shame ; the scourge 
[ and thorns, and nails and spear, the anguish of 
his holy soul, and the sufferings of his blessed 
i body, — all, all proclaim his mighty love, and set 
him forth as altogether lovely to the believer's 
poul. We are cleansed and healed, not with our 
prayers, nor our tears, nor our repentance, but 
I with his precious blood. We partake of conso- 
lation, but because he suffered affliction. He 
tasted death for us, that we might inherit eternal 
life through him. 

What is my beloved more than another be- 
I loved ?— ^He is lovely in bis exaltation and glory. 
I 'If Christ be not raised, then is our preaching 
1 vain, and your faith is also vain. But oh, blessed 
I and glorious truth, Christ is raised from the 
d^^d : 'death hath now no more dominion over 
t him. O blessed and glorious Lord, 'our goodness 
extendeth not to thee ! But this is the joy and re- 
joicing of our hearts, that thou art exalted at the 
I right hand of God, ^and that thou wouldst have 
i behold thy glory, and enter into thy joy ! Ah, 
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let the honours and riches of the world go where 
they may ; let Satan rage and roar againet us f 
we have this for our strong consolation — *FeaR 
not : I am the first and the last, I am he thati 
liveth and was dead, and behold I am alive again 
for evermore, amen, and have the keys of hell 
and death. 

What is my beloved more than another be-i 
loved ? — *0, he is most lovely in his dealings withl 
my soul. My poor, careless, sinful soul 1 ''Withl 
what a whirlwind of conviction the Lord smote f 
iny heart ! With what a consuming fire he ' 
showed me hia abhorrence of sin I With what i 
gentle voice he spoke hope, and love, and salvi 
tion to my soul 1 He showed me by the Holy j 
Spirit that 1 have an evil and polluted fountain! 
within me; that I was in as fearful a condition 
as any sinner in tlie world ; that I liad thousands 
and millions of sins to crush me down to hell, but 
not a straw of righteousness to sustain me, not a. 
thread of rigliteousness to cover me. He gave 
rae a glimpse of himself in his own pure and 
holy law. His voice went to my heart. ^ He that 
offendeth in one point is guilty of all. "Cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things that 
are written in the book of the law to do them. 
I discerned myself: I was brought to loathe my- j 



I 

a 

'4 

" I 



1 James ii. 10. 



i.l. 'IKingBX 
8 Deut. xxvii. 26. 



JESUS LOVKLY. 



53 



self and all my fancied goodness ; and I cried 
out, in anguish of iieart, ^Behold, I am vile. I 
saw myself a fearful sinner, an old sinner, a har- 
dened sinner ; a sinner against light, a sinner 
against mercy. The sin I had once thouglit little, 

^ now appeared in all its greatness. I found that 

( I had a hard and stony heart, that would not 
break, that could not feel for sin. O ! I felt 

I that I was unclean and unholy ; that I was unlike 
God, that I was unfit for God, that I coiild have 
no communion with him. 1 feared there was do- 

I thing for me but wrath, and I fell down a con- 
victed, wretched, and ruined sinner. 

'But, O my soul, bless the Lord, and all that 
is within me bless his holy name. I heard the 
glad tidings of Gospel grace. *I heard that tlie 

, blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin ; I 
found that there is enough in Christ to answer 
all my desires ; that there is security In Christ 
against all my fears. I looked on Christ, and I 
found, through boundless, glorious love, that all 
my ^sins were cancelled ; that he bore those very 

I sins upon the cross ; that they did their very 

worst on him. O boundless, glorious love I He 

is altogether lovely. Ah, what a change lias 

passed upon me ! I lived in forgetfulness of God. 

, Had I died then, I had been lost for ever. Poor 
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self-pleaaing, self-deceiving, self destroy ing sin- 



How 



ted I ^ 



3 of myself! 1 thought 



f conceited 

myself able to do everything ! and I dared to 
stand erect in pride and presumption before a 
pure and holy God, and to ''give him thanks that 
I was not as others I I spread out my carnal 
duties for his approval ! 'I wrapped myself up 
in the cobwebs of my prayers, and alms, and 
goodness ! I thought to hide my iniquity and 
hypocrisy from the piercing eye of God ! I 
thought to atone for my sins with a stricter life, 
a few more prayers, or some such methods of my 
own devising! * But ah, poor sinner ! the iniquity 
of ray polluted duties deserves the wrath of God. 
God is not to be bribed with such performances. 
But now, to the praise of the glory of his grace, I 
desire to be found a poor worthless suppliant at 
the feet of Christ. Instead of my own defiled 
and superficial righteousness,' I look for the per- 
fect, glorious righteousness of Christ. " I am 
brought to mourn over my coldness, and deadness, 
and unprofitableness ; and 1 long to abound 
more and more in the fruits of holiness ; to be 
found more diligent in every duty ; not to justify 
me before God, but as the result of ray love for 
Christ, and as the means whereby the Spirit may 
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convey liim more fully to my soul. O blessed 
Lord Jesus, thou art altogether lovely I 

Now, brethren, what say your hearts to these 
things? Do they in any way meet your spiritual 
experience? Do you find yourself inclined to be 
satisfied with self, and with your own perform- 
ances ? or do you watch and strive against it ? Is 
the sin of your heart and life a grievous burden, 
and do you mourn because of it before the Lord ? 
Do you give yourself up to the dictates of God's 
word, and implore the guidance of God's Holy 
Spirit ? Are you troubled about your corruptions 
and shortcomings ? Do you earnestly strive for 
^growth in grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ ; and do you, after all, desire to be a poor 
nothing before the Lord for ever 1 If it be thus 
with thee, I say, rejoice — the Spirit hath been at 
work in thy heart. 

What is my beloved more than another beloved? 
'He is lovely, exceeding lovely in his supplies of 
grace, and in the influences, dispensations, and 
consolations of the Holy Spirit. There will be 
no real sense of sin in tiie heart of any man, nor 
any true knowledge of spiritual things, until the 
Holy Spirit does the work. When the Spirit of 
the Lord is poured out, the sinner no longer 
hears of sin as words of course, which concern not 
him ; *it goes to his heart. He desires honestly 
5 2 Pet. iii. 18. > Isa. Ixiii. 7. ■^ AcUxvi. 14. 
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and truly to know himself; he feeU that the dis- 
ease-is all his own ; he finds that none can heal 
but Jesus ; he finds that nothing can give him 
any real comfort but an application of pardon to" 
his soul by the Holy Ghost. ^How long, O Lord, 
shall we teach, before the careless sinner discern 
the importance of spiritual things? *How long 
shall we preach, before dead sinners are convertei 
and brought to thee? How long! *Until th( 
Spirit be poured out upon the sinner, nothing will 
be done. And when the poor believer is mourn- 
ing over corruptions, and wrestling, and sighing, 
and seeliing spiritual consolation, how is he to 
gain a glimpse of the love of God ? The Lord 
the Spirit, reveals "Christ Jesus to his soul, clearsr< 
up his interest in the beloved, and sends him re-' 
joicing on his way. And how does the believeri 
hold communion with his God ? The Holy Spirit 
'gives the believer sweet communion with his 
God. The Spirit brings the soul near to God. It 
is the Spirit which enables us to cry, Abba, 
Father ; it is the Spirit ^which maketh interces- 
sion for us with groanings that cannot be uttered jfj 
it is the Spirit who beareth witness with our spirit 
that we are the children of God ; it is the Holy 
and Blessed Spirit who at times reveals Christ so 
sweetly and clearly to our souls, that we feel it a 
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a foretaste of heaven — our hearts rejoice, it re- 
vives our fainting spirits, and the light of glory 
dawns upon our souls. ^These are the visits of 
the Comforter, who is sent to us from our Lord ; 
and if these are so precious to our aouls, O 
what will be the inheritance itself! O fur a closer 
walk with God ! O for a more abundant mea- 
sure of the Holy Spirit ! O for an increasing 
and more experimental knowledge of the loveli- 
ness of Jesus Christ ! 

What is my beloved more than another be- 
loved ? — ■ He is lovely in liis ordinances. These 
are the green pastures in which the great Shep- 
herd sustains and nourishes the soul ; these are 
the still waters with which he refreshes and sup- 
ports his fainting sheep. ^Can he who neglects 
the word of God have any interest in the work of 
Christ? *Can he who desires to exercise a grace, 
. to practise a duty, to oppose a temptation, or to 
iste of spiritual comfort — oh, can he neglect the 
i of earnest prayer? 'Can a believer do with- 
t the faithful preaching of the word? Can a 
man live without food? Ah no! ^one wholesome 
1 nutritious Gospel sermon doth but make him 
g for another. ''And can he who loves die 
ISavioui- neglect an ordinance which has his Lord's 

a John XV. •16. ' Ps. xxiii. 2. ^ Ps. cxix. 140. 
" Eph. vi. 18. * 1 Pet. ii. 2. » Acts x. 3; 
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authority — an express command, accompanieil 
and enforced by the most solemn sanctions that 
even the word of God contains ? ' Do this in 
remembrance of me. In remembrance of whom? 
Of thee, O blessed Lord Jesus, who stood between 
me and eternal death 1 who died for me ! Thy dy- 
ing love, thy mighty, thy everlasting' love ! O, 
cold indeed is the heart that can so forget the love 
of Jesus ! It is not a "yorma^ participation in any 
ordinance that can be of any profit to the soul. 
Without Christ, without the Spirit's presence, 
an ordinance is a dry and barren thing. But oh, ' 
let us not neglect them ; let us seek Christ in 
them ; let us use them as means to strengthen our 
faith in Christ, to inflame our love for Christ, 
to obtain fresh supplies of strength and vigour 
from the Holy Ghost; let us use them, that therein 
we may glorify and enjoy the Lord ; that we may 
have a spiritual manifestation of his presence in 
our souls ; that we may thrive in grace, and that 
we may walk in the comforts of obedience. 

Now what more shall we say of the loveliness 
of Jesus Christ? In what other respect is my 
beloved more than another beloved ? Ah, lie is 
unspeakably lovely, he is supremely glorious in 
that manifestation which he will make of himself 
at the end of time. ^Then lie shall appear in all 
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his glory. 'Thousand thousands shall minister 
unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stand before him. His voice shall shake the 
earth. ^His command shall penetrate the deepest 
recesses of the grave, and the dead — the very 
dead — shall hear and live. Though ages have 
rolled away since the eyes were closed ia death, 
or since the body has mouldered into dust, yet 
every human being will be there. ^In a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, from the dust of the 
earth, from the depths of the sea, millions and 
millions shall spring to life, *the body fitted and 
prepared for the endless joys of heaven, or for 
the never-ceasing agonies of hell. The Lord 
Jesus Christ shall be the judge. *Not one of those 
who love him shall be lost. No "sinner can de- 
ceive him, and from his power there is no escape. 
Then it shall be seen that he is supremely lovely : 
lovely to the Father, lovely to the angels, lovely 
to the saints — yea, to their eternal torment, heshall 
appear lovely in holiness, and power, and justice, 
to the devils and to the guilty world. All shall 
stand at his judgment seat; ^every knee shall 
bow before him, and every tongue shall confess 
that he is Lord. 

Now, brethren, what is your hope iu that 
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awful day? Have you a ^tender Friend, have 
you an efl'ectual Mediator, have you a dear 
Redeemer, have you om? who is ahogether lovely 
to your soul in that glorious Judge ? Ah, then you 
have been converted and born again ! ^you have 
givenyourself up to Christ; you are not for divid- 
ing your heart between him and the world; you are 
not for excuses and delays ; you are one who de- 
sires to part with everything that rises in oppo- 
sition to tlie will of God ; you love the word; 
you know something of tlie worth of prayer ; you 
feel, too, something of the plague and pollution 
of your own heart. But if you know nothing of, 
if you care nothing about, any of these things, 
then, as the Lord liveth, a few more days and 
nights, a little more forgetfulness and mirth, and 
thou art lost — lost beyond redemption — in hell 
for ever. Ah, would not thy soul rejoice, if an 
angel should come and tell thee that a mansioa_ 
of glory was prepared for thee, 'that au inlieri 
tance was reserved for thee, incorruptible, unde^ 
filed, and that fadeth not away — ah, would not 
thy heart be glad ? Tiiere needs no angel, for 
the Lord himself hath said, 'He that believethon 
me hath everlasting life. The Spirit of God hath 
proclaimed ^that the blood of Jesus Christ cleans- 
etli from all sin, O, is not Christ altogethQ 
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lovely in your esteem ? O, what would you 
have that Christ has not to give? Is it aalvatiou 
you desire? *He is able to save to the uttermost 
all that come unto God through him. Is it grace 
and peace you seek ? He has all the unsearch- 
able treasures of grace at his command, all ready 
for the Holy Spirit to pour upon your soul; and 
a speace, better far than sin and the world can 
give, he has promised to bestow. Is it Christ 
himself that your soul desires? '^Behold, he is 
for ever thine ! ^Thy Lord, thy ^eternal Friend, 
^thy Brother, thy 'Redeemer, thy * Husband, thy 
'glorious Head, Cast thyself down on thy knees, 
and pray to him for pardon — pray for union with 
him — for teaching, for (Strength, for eternal life. 

Aa for yon whose hearts are weaned from the 
world, whose affections are set on things above, 
who have a good hope through grace — oh, value 
your blessed privileges. Let it be the fervent de- 
sire of your souls to know more and more of the 
glories and loveliness of Jesus Christ, your aim 
to adorn the doctrine of God your Saviour in 
all things. O, it is our grief and sorrow that 
our hearts are not more devoted to him. He is 
altogether lovely. 0, let the world see, *by a 
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holy life, that the constraining; love of Christ is 
something more than an opinion or dispute, and 
tliat the spiritual service of Jesus Christ is more 
than merely a talk and wrangling about outward 
things. 

* O blessed Lord Jesus, may thy love and glory 
continually occupy our souU. May thy precious 
name dwell in our hearts. May our faith never 
deviate from thee. May our souls delight in thee. 
May our hearts ever feel, and our lips and lives 
ever speak thy praises ; and may we experience 
in life and death that thou art altogether lovely. 

• Domine Jesu 1 Memoria tua super mel dulcis : 
meditatio lui plusqiiam omnis cibus Buavis : cle te loqui 
plena refectio, te nasse perfecta consolatio : tibi adhserere 
vita EEterna : a te scparari mors est perpetiia. — Bern, in 
Pass. Christ. 
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Isaiah ix. 6. 
His name shall be called Wonderful. 

How glorious and comprehensive the titles 

f 'which are given in the word of God to him, who 

is the object of faith, and who is unspeakably 

precious to the believer's soul. There is no 

I difficulty, no tribulation, to which a Christian 

«an be exposed, but he may turn to some name, 

I Bome attribute of the Lord Jesus Christ, that will 

I sweetly answer that difficulty, and lift him up 

I high above that tribulation. 

In this Scripture we have no leas than five 
glorious titles given hy the Holy Spirit to our 
blessed Lord : titles by which he is dear to 
his people's hearts, and attributes upon which 
the salvation of the soul depends. His name 
shall be called Wonderful. Counsellor, the 
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Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prind 
of Peace.' 

The Prince of Peace : — he is the peacemaker' 
between God and hostile sinners. Whatever 
blessedness there is in eternal life, whatever 
happiness and glory there is ia the presence of 
God, avails not us, so long as there is a = great 
gulf between us and heaven, over which we 
cannot pass: so long as there is a 'partition ■ 
wall over which we cannot climb : so long as 
there is a *handwriting against us which con- 
demns u8 to endless death. But in Jesus thie 
gulf has been filled up : in Jesus this partitionJ 
wall has been broken down : in Jesus thifl 
handwriting has been blotted out — for he is 
our Peace. He can give peace : ^ peace, not 
iilte the peace of the world, not like the peace of 
sin, but peace that passeth all understanding 
There is no peace with one another, no peace < 
conscience, no peace with God, until Christ givg 
it. He is therefore the Prince of Peace. 

He is the Everlasting Father. One with th^ 

Father and the Holy Spirit : from everlasting tg 

' Magna quidem nomina : sed ubi est nomen, quod eti 

ruper 



latur ? Forte in his omnibus unu 
expresBum quodaitimodo et effusum, 
quo sponsa in Cantico amoris : Oleiin 
Bern, in Circum. Dom, 
> E|ih. ii. 14. ' 
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Everlasting God. The Lord Jesus is the Fatlier 
of his people : ''he is the author and finisher of 
our faith. He is the spring and source of ^ all 
our life, of all our hopes, of all our joy, of all 
our salvation. Tiie believer is one whom "Christ 
has lovpd with an everlasting love. " He always 
hears the prayers of his people, he feels for their 
sorrows, he relieves their wants, he comforts their 
hearts. His Spirit sanctifies them ; his wisdom 
preserves them ; his love provides for them ; he 
is their all in all. All that we are, all that we 
ever shall be, flows to us through him. Through 
hira we are begotten again to eternal life, there- 
fore lie is the Everlasting Father. 

He is the Mighty God, What think we of 
that word in John i. ? In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The prophet here calls him the 
Mighty God : not only God, but the Mighty 
God. And be is infinite and almighty in all his 
glorious attributes. He has all power in heaven 
and in earth. He is the fulness that fiUeth all 
in all. He is able to save to the uttermost. He 
is indeed almighty — he is the Lord Jehovah. 

Counsellor — be is in truth a Counsellor, who 

has been in the counsels of eternity. ' Before 

^^L.Abraham was, I AM. In this, as in all othter 
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things, he bath the pre-eminence. He is also 
the Counsellor of his people. It ia from him, 
through the word and the Spirit, that spiritual 
wisdom is given unto us. Of God he is ^ made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sancti- 
fication, and redemption: and he unfolds these 
glorious blessings to our minds. As a Coun- 
sellor he hath left us this gracious promise ; *LoI 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. 

Now it* a Christian be in any doubt or dif- 
ficulty, either in temporal or spiritual things, 
let him comfort himself in this, and let him at 
once seek relief in this, that the Lord Jesus is 
his Counsellor, and that to him he may freely 
go. Is he * groaning for deliverance from the 
bondage of corruption, is he fainting under the 
assaults of Satan ? Let him sustain himself with 
this, that Christ is mighty : that he that is with 
us, is mightier than all that are against us : that 
he is the Mighty God. Is he mourning under 
chastisement ? Let him neitlier ^ despise the 
chastisement, nor faint when he is rebuked. 
Let him remember that all his afflictions pass 
through the hands of Christ : that they are 
needful, and ordered by an Everlasting Father's 
love. Is the Christian suffering under troubles 
* 1 Cor. i. 30. ^ Matt, xxsiii. 20. * 2 Cor. v. 4. 
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and trials in this present world ? Or is he 
groaning undev inward vexation and disquietude 
of mind ? Let him still stay himself in this, 
that if he lias ^ tribulation in the world, he has 
peace in Jesus, that his Redeemer is the Prince 
of Peace. 

O how supremely glorious is the Lord Jesus 
Christ ! How unspeakably precious is union 
with him ! It passes man's understandiug. The 
prophet here sets him before us as Wonderful : 
and in every point of view the Lord Jesus is 
altogether wonderful — so wonderful, tliat all the 
types, all the ordinances of the Bible are inva- 
riably employed to set forth some attribute of 
his glorious person, or some perfection of his 
gracious work. The very name of Jesus is truly 
wonderful : it is as precious ^ ointment poured 
forth. The fragrance of it ia diffused through- 
out the whole word of God, every leaf smells 
strongly and sweetly of Jesus Christ. 

He ia Wonderful in his person. " In his indi- 

_ ■ Jofin xvi. 33. ' Cant. i. 3. 

^^ ' Four things concur to make complete the whole state of 
our XiOrd Jcbub Christ : his Deity, his manhood, the con- 
juQCtioD of both, and the distioction of the one from the 
other being joined iu one. In four words, ci\ij04ic, TfXiim, 
aSiaiperiai;, davyxvTuic, trull/, perfectly, ittdiaisibli/, distinctly. 
The first applied lo hia being God ; the secood to his being 
Man ; the third to his being of both One ; and the fourth to 
his still continuing in that one Both. — Hooher,Eccl, Pol. v. 54. 
F 2 
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vidual person there are two distinct and perfecj 
natures. The one infinite, almighty, eternaijfl 
and truly God ; the other having a beginning 
in time, capable of want, and suffering, and 
death, and truly man. O deep are the wonders 
of this blessed union, the rock whereon all our 
hopes are built. " Without controversy, says the 
apostle, great is the mystery of godliness, God 
manifest in thefiesh. O what vast extremes are 
niiited here — dust and Deity ! God and man ! 
The God of glory, whose thorue is splendour, and 
light, and majesty : wliose sceptre is power, and 
truth, and righteousness : whose diadem is more 
glorious tliau ten thousand suns : whose word, 
lightnings and whirlwinds and worlds obey — 
and feeble man, a man of sorrows, acquainted 
with grief. Need we go any further to show 
that he is Wonderful? Nay, are we not filled 
with amazement to consider that the mighty 
God became a feeble child ? That he, ' by 
whom and ybr whom thrones, and dominions, and 
principalities, and powers, and all things visible 
and invisible, were created — that * he should 
become subject to the creature ! That those glo- 
rious hands that formed the earth, and stretched 
forth the heavens, should be stretched out and 
nailed for sinners to the cross ! O who is there 
that has felt the sweetness of these wonders, that 
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can forbear exclaiming;: ^O Lord, thou art my 
God : I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name : 
for thou hast done wonderful things. 

He is Wonderful in his humiliation, for he 
came to die that we might live. O is it not truly 
wonderful that Christ should leave his glory, that 
he should be found in fashion as a man, and that 
he should become obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross I A death of pain, a death of 
shame, an *aceursed death! O how cold and dull 
our hearts, that we can hear, without emotion, of 
all that our Lord has done and suffered for our 
sakes ! How great the baseness, and misery, and 
sinfulness-of our fallen state ! How wonderful the 
love of Christ ! His incarnation, his humble, 
holy life, his perfect example, his sufferings, his 
agony, his bleeding wounds, his dishonoured 
face, his tortured back, his pierced hands and 
feet, his prayers and tears, and cries and groans : 
his spiritual anguish, and the hiding of the 
Father's face — are wonders we cannot comprehend. 
We labour to set these things before our eyes, 
and we strive by faith to make the fruits of them 
our own : but who can understand the wonders 
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* FaciDus est, vinciri dvem Romanum : scelus, verberari ; 
[irope parricLiiium, necari : quid dicam in crucem Colli F 
verbo satia digno tarn ncfarla res appellari nullo modo potest- 
L — Cic. in Verrem, x. 06. 
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of the liumiliation of otir blessed Lord? We can, 
however, rejoice to know that such ia the dignity 
and wortli of his glorious person, that his humi- 
liation has an efficacy and value that infinitely 
exceeds, surpasses, and swallows up the utmost 
extent of our sin and guilt. 

And now that he is enthroned in his eternal 
glories, he is still Wonderful in his intercourse 
with us by the Holy Spirit. He finds us "lying 
in ruin, and misery, and guilt, with none to pity, 
none that has any power to save. ° He sets sin, 
with all its aggravations, in order before the eyes. 
He arouses to a lively sense of the enormity, not 
only of outward pollutions, but of secret unbelief 
and lust, and the spiritual evils of the heart. 
He baffles and confounds every expectation of 
relief and peace from self. ^ He hedges up the 
way with thorns. He deprives the soul of rest 
and enjoyment in earthly things, and he brings 
it groaning, and dismayed, and full of sorrowvi 
down to the very dust. This work is wonderfii 
from first to last. It is not ^Satan's work, for itm 
tends to the ruin of Satan's power. It is not the" 
sinner's work, for it is not what a careless siDner«fl 
it is not what a deluded ^formalist either thinki 
of, or likes, or seeks : nay, it is the very worki 
they ' unite to shun and hate, the very work the*i 
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unite to slander and oppose. It is the Lord's 
doing ; tlie work of him who knows all the 
deceits and depths of the deceitful heart, and 
who "shall not fail nor be discouraged, until he 
have brought forth judgment unto victory ; until 
he have opened the sinner's eyes to the glories 
of Jesus Christ, to the forgiveness, and mercy, 
and plenteous redemption that there is in him. 
He cleanses the conscience from the guilt of 
sin, and to the unspeakable comfort of the soul 
unfolds to the sinner that way wherein God is 
^just, and yet the justifier of him who believes 
ffn Jesus. 

The Lord Jesus is Wonderful in his word. For 
[ahough to the unconverted mind it seems as the 
^setting forth of strange things; though 'the 
preaching of it seems as foolishness : yet in the 
hands of the Almighty Spirit it is ^ the hammer 
by which he breaketh the rock in pieces : the 
incorruptible seed by which the heirs of glory 
are born again : the spiritual food by which 
their souls are sustained and fed, sweeter than 
honey or the honeycomb to their spiritual taste. 
It can make the stoutest sinner tremble. '' It is 
a discemer of the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart : yea, a discerner of secret tilings that the 
^^_heart had ^never known without its searching 
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aid. Through it the blind receive their eight, 
the dead in sin are raised aud live. It ^ turns 
the kingdom of Sataa upside down, the prince 
of darkness dreads its power, and flies before it. 
It unfolds a full and free salvation iu Jeaua 
Christ; it is opened, and applied, and sealed by] 
the Spirit tu the believer's soul, aud it Blls hii 
with holy fear, and faith, and hope, and lovi 
and joy unspeakable and full of glory, 

The Lord Jesus is Wonderful in his ordinances. 
A little water — 'but his own appointed and 
solemn sign of dedication to God— the Father, 
Son, and Holy Gliost. The symbol and 'seal of 
spiritual cleansing, of a ^death to sin, of the 
believer's union with his Lord, and of a glorious 
* resurrection to eternal life. A little bread and 
wine — but the holy and lively emblems of all 
that is dear and precious to the believer's soul : 
his Redeemer's wounded body and poured-ou) 
blood : the strengthening and refreshing of faith;! 
the pledge of grace and love- 
He ia Wonderful in his people. * Being 
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habes insignem locum, 
sunt enimsigilla, quibuset Deipromiasiones uordibuE Dostria^ 
quodammodo imprimuntur, et sancitur gratias certitudo. 
Ac tametsi nihil citra Spirilum proficiunt ; per ipsa tanien.ceu 
inKtrumt^nta, Spirilus Gui virtutem Dcus dispenEat. — Caiv, 
in Rom. iv. 11. 
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viled, they bless : being defamed, they entreat. 
^Though they are reproached for the name of 
Christ, though they are made as the filth of 
the world, and as the offscouring of all things — 
the Spirit of glory and of God resteth on them. 
'Though dying, behold they live : though sor- 
rowful, they are always rejoicing : though poor, 
yet making many rich : having nothing, and 
yet possessing all things. He ia Wonderful in 
the seasons of refreshing which he gives his 
people : in the tokens of love which he bestows 
upon them : in his presence in their assemblies ; 
in the ^feast of fat things which he sets before 
them. His glorious person and incomparable 
perfections give life and vigour to all the doc- 
trines, the precepts, and promises of the word of 
God. ^Take him away, and all is cold and dead : 
the glory and excellence is gone. Without 
Jesus, doctrines, and precepts, and promises, are 
far above our reach, they become unintelligible 
to us : we know not where to look for power to 
perform a duty ; we can find neither joy nor 
consolation in a promise. Take away from us 
the wonders of the person, the work, the offices, 

■ * 1 Peter iv. 14. ' 2 Cor. vi. 9. b isa. xxv. 6. 

^ 9 Ariilua est oranis animse cibus, si non nleo isto in- 
funditur ; insipidus est, si non hoc sale conditur. Si scribas, 
non sapit mihi nisi Icgero ibi Jesum. Si disputes aut 
conferas, non sapit mihi niai sonuerit ibi Jesus. — liern. in 
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and the love of our blessed Lord, and wc are i| 
all men most miserable. 

The Lord Jesus is Wonderful in his love 
his people. He is wonderful as truly God. Bd 
the wonder does not rest there, for he is wonder- 
ful as truly man. God could stoop no lower 
than to become man : and man could rise no 
higher than to be united to God. It was a wonder 
that man should be made in the image of God, 
but it was an infinitely greater wonder that God 
should be found in fashion as a man. And when 
was it that the Lord Jesus took our nature upon 
him ? when we were in innocency ? Ah no, but 
when we had become base, and wretched, and 
polluted, and worthless, and sinful, and accursed: 
for while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
O wonderful indeed is the love of Jesus, ' passing 
the tenderest and strongest love we know ! 

Again, he is Wonderful in his union with his 
people. 'This is a great mystery, says the 
apostle, for we are members of his body, of his 
flesh, and of his bones. All other unions but 
this shall be dissolved : this is an everlasting 
union, for ^who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? As tlie all-present God, he fills and 
animates the church below as well as the church 
above. The glories and splendours of beavenJj 
the miserable tabernacle of the poorest saint, 

' a Sam. i. 26. "- Eph. v. 30. ' Kom. viii. 35. 
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equally near and dear to him. Though he is 
the *high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
yet he dwells in every humble and holy soul. 
He dwells in them by his Spirit : they are his 
habitation. Herein then is Jesus wonderful. 
He fills heaven with his eternal splendour. He 
enriches the earth with the treasures of his 
goodness. He reigns in hell, awful in power, 
and wrath, and justice. The whole universe 
depends on his will, and is sustained by his 
wisdom, and of his kingdom there shall be no 
end. And yet he is here with us ; here in the 
heart of all who are truly his ; here, in a ^weary 
land, in a region which is as the shadow of 
death, making glad his people's hearts; and 
carrying on the glorious and blessed work, by 
the all-conquering agency of the Holy Spirit, 
and amidst all the opposition which earth, aud 
hell, and sin can raise, till grace shall end in glory. 
Now what think you of him whose name is 
nderful 1 Do you know your need of him? 
Do you expect salvation without him? Or do 
you expect it partly from him, and partly from 
yourself? Or do you look for it as altogether 
his glorious work, bestowed on you, poor sinner, 
as a free and undeserved gift ? Then do you 
delight in holy and reverential intercourse with 
him ? Do you earnestly strive to obey his 
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will, and rejoice in being approved by Iiim ? 
Do you find that you can know nothing of him, 
unless the Holy Spirit reveal him to you, unless 
the Spirit open the understanding, unless the 
Spirit teach ? Do you then through him pray 
for the Spirit, do you cherish his motions, and 
fear to grieve him by sin or unconcern ? O 
blessed and happy are they who are thus con- 
strained and sweetly drawn to know and love 
the Lord I 

Now some poor, distressed, and sin-burthened 
soul may say : This Saviour is wonderful indeed 
in every way, but, alas, 1 fear he is not forme! — 
And why not, let me ask you. — Why, answers 
the doubting, perplexed and sin-convinced soul, 
if I could but see Jesus as my Saviour, 1 should 
be happy for time and for eternity. I know 
that I am poor, and wretched, and miserable, 
and blind, and naked. I see my sins as an 
armed host, I tremble to think of them : there 
is death before me, and judgment and eternity 1 
I try to pray, but my tlioughts wander, mjj 
affections are cold, aud all is dull and dead, 
begin to be confused and terrified, the darkness 
appears to increase. I turn to the Bible, 
open the law : it says, ^Do this, and thou shai 
live. I have broken it in ten thousand instancei 
conscience rises against me; my heart sinlfl 
" Lev. xviii. 5. 
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within me, I am utterly undone, I am ruined 
for ever ! Then I turn to the Goapel, but I 
cannot take it to my soul. I listen to the 
preaching of it, but its glad tidings do not reach 
my heart; it seems to me but as the 'savour of 
death unto death. And therefore, says this soul, 
I am most miserable, I have no peace and en- 
largement in the ways of holiness, though I can 
find no satisfaction in the pleasures of ungod- 
iiness ! O, what must I do! — Why, you talk 
just as if there was no ^balm in Gilead, as if 
there was no Physician there. But we must 
first open your spiritual state a little more fully ; 
and depend upon it there is a full and complete 
relief in Jesus, and that there is One who can 
apply it to the healing and comfort of your soul. 

1. Says this afflicted soul, I consider the 
greatness and vileness of my sins ; how often I 
slighted the offers of mercy, how I despised and 
grieved the Spirit. 2. I am utterly unwortiiy 
of the love of Christ : who am I, that I should 
be owned and loved by Jesus Christ? 3. I am 
not sufiiciently sensible of sin. I am called to 
repent, but I have not been made sick of sin. 
I am not humbled enough. I have no horrors nor 
terrors on account of sin. I am not yet prepared 
for Christ. 4. I fear that all which looks like 
grace in me is but counterfeit, and that I shall 
J 2 Cor. ii. Ifi. » Jer. viii. 22. 
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be found wanting at the last. 5. I commit 
again and again the very ains which have given 
me sorrow, grief, and shame. I have prayed 
against them, I have resolved against them, and 
yet I fall into them. 6. I have no spiritual joy 
in Jesus Christ. I cannot rejoice in him as 
others do. I sometimes doubt my own sincerity 
in speaking in his praise ; and the thought of him 
does not fill me with delight, as it would do were 
he altogether precious to my soul. 

Other objections and doubts which harass 
aud distress the soul might still be named, but 
these six are very common in dealing witJi spi- 
ritual things : let us meet them from the fulness 
and sufficiency there is in Jesus. 

I. You say you are a sinner so hardened and 
worthless, that you fear the glad tidings are not 
for you. — Solemnly consider that the greater 
your sins, the more you stand in need of a. 
Saviour. For the ^salvation of sinners JestU 
died. Ahr say not I am so sinful that I will noi 
go to Christ; Christ 'looks not for any worthid 
ness in you. He desires you to come as 
worthless and perishing sinner, and he *decla 
that lie will cast out none who come. Now \di 
me ask you solemnly, Will you take the won! 
of the Lord Jesus, or will you listen to the sue 
gestions of Satan, and to the motions and fea] 
9 1 Tim. i. 15. " Matt. ix. 13. = John vi. 37. 
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of a deceitful heart? Ah, consider how the 
greatest siDDers liave obtained mercy, that they 
might be, as the apostle says of himself, patteros 
to them that should hereafter believe on him 
to life everlasting. What an awful sinner 
*Manas3eli was ! He caused the Lord's people 
to do more wickedly than the heathen ; he shed 
innocent blood, till he filled the streets of Jeru- 
salem : he committed the most frightful crimes, 
and turned a deaf ear to every admonition from 
the Lord : and yet he was made an example of 
•pardoning mercy, and there it stands to encou- 
rage you to turn to him who will abundantly 
pardon. O, it is not your great transgressions 
that will exclude you from mercy ; unbelief is 
a yet greater sin than all. It is well you feel 
your sins : but look to Jesus, Neither mourn- 
ing, nor complaining, nor resolving, will give 
you victory over sin and peace of mind — no, 
nothing hut simply believing in Jesus Christ as 
the Saviour of sinners. In him every sin shall 
be forgiven and forgotten. You have God's own 
word for it. *I, even I, am he that blotteth out 
thy transgressions _/br mine own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins. ^He will have compassion 
upon us ; He will subdue our iniquities : and 
thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of 
the sea. 

' 2 Chron. xxxiii. ♦ Ibid. 13. « Isa. xliii. 25. 

" Micah vii. 19. 
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2. You feel yourself unworthy of mercy, 
is well you do. But is there any scripture that 
quires any worthiness to be found in you as a 
condition of acceptance ? If you go not to Christ 
until you are worthy, yon will never go at all*, 
The worthiness is all in Jesus, the unworthinei 
all in you. Ah, it is but the remains of igni 
ranee and pride that make you talk about your 
fear that Christ will not receive you on account 
of your want of merit. Head Isaiah Iv., and 
implore the Spirit to bless it to the consolation 
of your BDul. 

3. You said you had never been hutnbli 
enough on account of sin. — Now you cannot 
too deeply humbled on account of sin : a 
some are brought to Christ under great feai 
and disquietudes on account of sin. But remera-' 
ber that true ^ humiliation on account of sin is 
a precious gospel grace, and follows union with 
Jesus Christ, But turn again to the word. ^Do 
you read oi any delaying for want of humbling, 
when they heard the command of Christ 1 
What delay of this kind was there in the ^ Phi- 
lippian gaoler, who was filled with fear, inquired 
the way to life, heard the word of the Lord, 
believetl, was baptized with all his house, washed 
the apostle's wounds, and rejoiced in a saving 
knowledge of the joyful sound — in the self-same 
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hour? Now I am not speaking agaiust liumi- 
liatioD on account of sin ; there must be true 
repentance, unfeigned sorrow, on account of sin : 
but there is at once full and free salvation in 
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is a ' free agent, 
he works as it pleaseth him ; and blessed are 
they whom he brings to Jesus, whether in storm 
and tempest, or in calm and sunshine. 

4. You fear that your graces are but coun- 
terfeit. — This is a cause of deep distress to many 
a truly gracious soul. It is as hard a matter to 
persuade such that their graces are true, as it is 
to convince hypocrites that their seeming graces 
are false. The criterion must be the faithful 
word of God. ' If the work is from Jesus, it leads 
to Jesus. Now does it lead you to desire the 
service of the Lord in holiness of heart and life? 
Does it lead you to hate sin of every kind ? 
If the soul takes up its rest in anything short of 
Christ, in the things of the world, in the enjoy- 
ment of worldly pleasure, in the approval of the 
creature, there is no work of grace. But if the 
soul rests on the righteousness of Christ for sal- 
vation, on the love of Christ for security, on the 
wisdom of Christ for instruction, on the approval 
of Christ for peace : if Christ without honour, 
or health, or pleasure, or friends, is truly pre- 
cious to the soul, all the hope and all the 
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desire; — it is an evidence of a saving work. 
Satan will tolerate anything short of a real union 
with Jesus Christ. As much zeal as you please 
for outward things, as much profession as you 
like : and a!! may go on unquestioned and un- 
disturbed. But the gracious soul will be satisfied 
with nothing else than union with Christ and 
the service of Christ. O is it thus with you ? 

5. You fall into the sins you have mourned 
over with much giief and shame. — This is 
indeed a very sad, but a very common case. It 
is very sad that one who has known what au 
^evii and bitter thing sin is, who has obtained 
mercy from the Lord, should ever turn again to 
folly. It is grievous that we should so dis- 
honour Christ, so wound our own souls, so 
destroy our peace, and give the enemy such 
advantage over us. But what is the remedy ? 
Go again with prayer and supplication to the 
Lord. What is the promise ? Ah, plead it at tl 
throne of grace. — *Sin shall not have dominii 
over you. And consider, though grace will free 
the believer from the dominion of ewerj/ sin, it 
may be he is not yet ''freed from the strivings of 
an}/ siu. It is in this way that we are most 
effectually humbled and shaken out of a con- 
fidence in our own strength and righteousnei 
we are brought to feel our own weakness aoi 
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helplessness, and led to trust more simply and 
entirely in the Lord. But O, beware of sin ! 
O, remember how severely God makes his 
dearest children smart for sin. ^You are called 
to be holy. O let holiness be your constant aim. 

6. But I cannot rejoice as I would in Jesus 
Christ. — Now tell me, does that destroy every 
evidence of a gracious state ? A desire for an 
increase of love, and joy, and rejoicing in Jesus 
Christ, is a very precious mark of grace. - A 
soul may be rich in grace, and yet in need of 
consolation. Consider the case of Heman in 
Psalin Ixxxviii. I have no spiritual comfort, 
and therefore I have no grace — Is that sound 
reason ? Ah, no — sound reason, and what is 
more, scripture truth will teach : My comfort 
is gone, because I too often derive it from 
myself, and I am as changeable as a fleeting 
shadow ; let me repose my hopes on him who 
'changes not : let me remember that this is ^not 
my rest. The more the "multitude of tempta- 
tions rebuke my soul, the more I will cry to 
Christ. The more my unbelieving heart would 
say there is no 'help in Jesus, the more to Jesus 
will I go. 

For a while your heart may be filled with 
fears, and your eyes may be dimmed with grief, 



c 1 Pet. i. 15. 

9 Malt. XX. 31. 
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but your ^sorrow shall be turned into joy, and 
your joy no man taketh from you. O let Jesus 
have all your heart ! Let him have your un- 
divided affections. You will find it safe to be 
in his protection : sweet indeed to enjoy his 
love : comfortable to go to God through him : 
glorious and sanctifying to have his blessed 
Spirit, and always cheering to meditate upon the 
wonders he hath done. 

« John xvi. 9. 
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Therefore we conclude that a man is justified 
by faith without the deeds of the law. 



' The doctrine of justification, or the way and 
means whereby we may be absolved from the 
guilt and consequences of all our sins, and ac- 
couuted righteous in the sight of God, is a doc- 
trine of the very deepest importance, as it is 
^the foundation of peace with God, and of every 
hope of eternal life. The apostle employs a large 
portion of this epistle in setting before us its ne- 
cessity, its nature, and its results. * He first urges 

' DiffunJit se justificationis doctrina per totum theologia; 
corpus, el prout funJamenta hie, vel bene, vel male, jacta 
sunt, eo uoiversuni tediiiciui]] vel sulidius aagustiusqiie 
ascendit, vel male statuniinutum iccilam minitatur ruinani. 
WiU. de Fied. Dei, Mi. 8. 
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the universal extent and awful magnitude of our 
apostasy from God ; * the fearful depravity of 
every one of us ; 'the power and exceeding sin- 
fulness of sin ; the holiness and severity of the 
law ; and the deplorable helplessness and misery 
of our condition. ^ He then unfolds to us the free 
and complete salvation that there is in Christ ; 
he shows us that justification is entirely an act of 
the 'freest grace, through the redemption that is 
in Jesus Christ ; that it is utterly opposed to all 
human works and merits, of every kind and in 
every degree ; that its object is to ^manifest the 
glorious perfections of Almighty God, and to se- 
cure the salvation of souls; that it "exalts the 
Saviour, and effectually humbles the believer ; 
and therefore he concludes that a man can alone 
find pardon of sin and acceptance with God, by 
truly embracing this plan of salvation ; and that 
he never can by seeking to merit eternal life 
through any doings of his own. 

This is manifestly the scope of the apostle's ar- 
gument. But the doctrine of justification through 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ is not confined 
to this epistle. It is the chief subject of the 
epistle to the Galatians ; it is the leading doc- 
trine in the epistle to the Hebrews : for thousands 

of years it was set forth in a variety of types i 

*Rom. iii.9; 23. » Ibid. 13. filbid.il. 

' Ibid. 24 " Ibid. 26. 9 Ibid. 27. 
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figures, all leading the believer to Jeaus Christ ; 
and it shines as the grand and fundamental truth 
of the Gospel from every portion of the word of 
God. 

Tliis doctrine has ever been a ' stumbling-block 
to the self-righteous, and highly offensive to car- 
nal reason; and various methods have been from 
time to time devised, to soothe the pride and to 
uphold the dignity and self-sufficiency of fallen 
man, ^ Now the question is not whether holiness 
be necessary to the Christian character : we know 
that holiness is necessary, for ' without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord. Christian holiness, 
however, is * the consequence of pardon and ac- 
ceptance with God through Jesus Christ, but not 
the ground and reason why the sinner is par- 
doned and accepted. The real question is. Whe- 
ther the sinner is justified and accepted by God, 



1 1 Cor. J. 2.'3. 

' It is a childish cavi! whercwilh, in tlie matter of juscifi- 

[ cation, our adversaries ilo so greatly please themselves, 

exclaiming, that we tread all Christian virtues under our 

feet, because we teach that faith alone justiSeth. Hooker, 

[ «emi. ii. §31. 

Qui autem nos calumniantur, quasi gratuitam £dei jus- 

titiam praidicando, a bonis operibus avocemus hotnines, 

,abunde bine, refelluntur : quod fitles non minus regene- 

I jaiiooem in Christo apprehendit, quam peccatorum veniam. 

Calv. in 1 Cor. i. 30. 

™ Heb. xii. 14. * Eph. ii 10 ; John xv. 3. 



JCSTIFICATION. 



soleiy on account of tlie perfect rigliteousness 
Jesus Christ, imputed to him by grace and n 
ceived by faith: or, whether some righteousness 
and works of our own are not also necessary to 
be added to the work of Christ, to insure our 
justification in the sight of God. The word of 
God repeatedly excludes all our works and merits 
of ev'ery kind from having the slightest share in 
our justification. It declares that the "preach- 
ing, which would unite any works or merits of 
ours with the glorious and all-sufficient merits of 
the Redeemer, is another gospel, which indeed 
is not another, for it is no gospel at all. ^ It pro- 
nounces that the preachers of such doctrines are 
accursed ; yea, though an apostle or an angel 
from heaven, let him be accursed : and 'that the 
hearers too, who are thus beguiled of the truth; 
as it is in Jestis, depart from grace, and that 
them the death of Christ is of no effect. 

The apostle concludes that a man is jastifii 
by believing in Jesus, without the deeds of tl 
law. That is, some say, without the deeds of 
the ceremonial, not without the deeds of the 
moral law. ^ But the word of God has no such: 
> Gal. i. 6. ' Ibid. 8. ' Id. V. 

" Ne quisquam [lutarct hie apostoluni dixisBe 
ncminein juBtificari, quce in eacrainentis veteribus inull 
coDtinet figurata prsecepta, continud subjunxit quam dixei 
legem, et ait : Per legem enim cognitio peecatt. Augui 
lie i<'pir. et Lit. viii. 14. 
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limitation, nor cau any interpretation be more 
contradictory to tlie design of tlie whole epistle. 
For, I. The apostle is expressly treating of that 
law, by which ia ^the knowledge and conviction 
of sin : which is evidently not the ceremonial, 
but the moral law. I had not known sin, but 
by the law : for I had not known lust, except the 
law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 2. The 
postle is speaking of the whole world : of ^Gen- 
iles, who had nothing to do with the ceremonial 
aw, as well as Jews. The law which he intends, 
ia that law which is ^written in the heart of every 
man ; which ^stops every mouth, and pronounces 
every man, both Jew and Gentile, guilty of the 
transgression of it in the sight of God. This, 
^en, can be no other than the moral law. 3. 
The objection which the apostle *auppo3es will 
be made to this doctrine, has evidently nothing 
to do with the ceremonial law. The objection 
Is, not that the neglect of the ceremonial law 
-will lead to licentiousness, but that if our own 
good works are not the ground of our accept- 
ance with God, we shall cease to regard them as 
Necessary, and then live in sin. He exclaims 
gainst the absurdity of this objection, 'its in- 
consistency with the believer's character and 
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iiopes, and declares it to be impossible. 4. ^The 
example which St. Paul gives of justification 
without the works of that law which he intends, 
is that of Abraham, who lived four hundred 
years before the giving of the ceremonial law. 
Some again maintain that the apostle refers only 
to works done before conversionj and not to those 
of a regenerate state. But they are ''good' works 
which the apostle excludes. Now ^none of the 
works of unbelievers are good works. They are 
not only not good, but positively sinful, since 
they spring not from grace and faith : for '^what- 
soever is not of faith is ain. He then would not 
so labour to exclude such works from having 
any share in our justification. By the deeds 
and works of the law nothing else can be in- 
tended than good works of every kind, wrought 
by believers through the aids of grace : and it is 
repeatedly declared in the most solemn manner, 
that such works are altogether inefficient to our 
salvation. Therefore we conclude that a man is 
pardoned and accepted by God ^simply by be^ 
lieving in Jesus Christ. That works of everj 
kind are utterly excluded from any share in our' 
justification, whether they are the works of the 
ceremonial or of the moral law : that to this end_ 
they are all alike inadequate, whether done in i 

* Rom. iv. 1. 1 rd Ziicaiiujiara tov v6/{. 

8 Rom. viii. 7. fl Id. xiv. 23. ■ Acts x 
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State of nature, or in a state of grace. The 
ground of the sinner's acceptance with God, is 
not in himself: it is not in any state of his 
heart, nor in the highest excellency of his life, 
nor in the most punctual observance of religious 
ordinances: but simply and solely ^ in the cross 
and righteousness of Jesus Christ. In the sight 
of God, all are placed without distinction on the 
same level. All are addressed in the same 
terms, as sinners, as guilty, condemned and 
perishing sinners. All are commanded at once 
*to forsake every sin, to believe in Jesus as their 
Saviour, and to live without reserve to the glory 
of God. O, then let us for ever cast away all 
confidence in any works or merits of our own. 
Let us consider well *the awful purity and holi- 
1 ness, the glory and majesty of that God, before 
whom each of us must soon appear ; and sensi- 
ble of our innumerable transgressions, our deep 
pollution and utter unworthiness, let us seek 
salvation in that only way which the grace, and 
love, and wisdom of God has been pleased to 
provide. We still urge the importance and in- 
dispensable necessity of iioliness and good works 
of every kind. We still afiirm that it is the 
believer's duty and desire to obey the whole will 
of God, and to live to his glory : and to hate 
sin as polluting to himself, and abominable to 

« Gal. vi. 14. ' Mark i. 15. ' Exod. xv. II. 
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hia God. The raost specious pretensions to 
sense of pardoning love and to acceptaoce witii 
God through Jesus Christ, without inward holi- 
ness and obedience to his commands, are but 
empty and vain. ^He that saith I know him, 
aod keepetb not his commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. But yet it is of 
the utmost importance that we assign to our 
good works only that which is given to them of 
God. If we look upon them as making amends 
for sin, or as procuring us acceptance in the 
sight of God, they spring, not from Christian 
humility, nor from a broken and contrite spirit, 
but from self-righteousness and pride. They are 
then hateful to God : they stand in the way c 
the glory of his grace : they dishonour ChristJ 
and they proceed not from the working of thd 
Holy Spirit. 

The disposition to put our own works, in soma 
form or another, into the foundation of 
expectations of forgiveness, and our hopes 
eternal life, is universal : it is scarcely to be era-i] 
dicated from the mind of man. And until thm 
proud heart has been broken with an acute* 
sense of its own pollution aud guilt, it will uot 
humbly and solely rest for salvation upon the 
sufferings and meritorious obedience of another : 
nor will it embrace and rejoice in that leading 
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and glorious gospel truth, "Christ is the end 

of the law for righteousness to every one that 

believeth. Cordially to renounce all the merits 

of our own works, whilst our aim is with heart 

and life to devote ourselves to the service and 

glory of God; and to rely with simple and lively 

faith solely upon Jesus Christ, is ^a work so 

J great, and so opposed to the mind of man, as 

I only to proceed from the Spirit of God. How- 

\ ever, it is a state of mind which is the invariable 

I result of the gracious operations of the Holy 

f Ghost. 

It may be to our advantage to consider the ex- 
[ perienceof someof the most eminent of the saints 
I of God. *Job liad not, in holiness, his equal upon 
r the earth : and yet, in language of the deepest 
self-abasement, he cries out : ^Behold I am vile : 
' I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 
^If I justify myself, my own mouth shall con- 
demn me : If I say I am perfect, it shall als 
prove me perverse. 'Abraham is the instance 
which the inspired apostle adduces to show that 
a man is justified by faith, and not by works. 
David implores. *Enter not into judgment with 
thy servant : for in thy sight shall uo man liviug 
be justified. He has no works, no worthiness to 



9 Rom. X. iv. 
a Job xl. 4. 
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offer to conciliate the favour of his Judge, he only 
prays for mercy ; and ^describes tlie blessedness 
of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteous- 
ness without works, saying. Blessed are they 
whose Iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 
covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the 
Lord will not impute sin. The propliet Isaiah 
trembles at the manifestation of the holiness and 
majesty of God ; and, sensible of his own de- 
filements, exclaims in language of terror and 
humiliation, ^ Woe is me ! for I am undone : 
because I am a man of unclean lips. Nor were 
his fears removed, until a seraph applied to him a 
type and pledge of that, by which our iniquity 
is taken away, and our sin purged. The writings 
of the apostle Paul abound with the most direct 
and conclusive passages. And when he speaks 
of his own hopes of acceptance with God, ' lie 
sums up his Jewish privileges, his numerous , 
sufferings, his apostolic labours, and his Christiani 
graces, and renounces and rejects them all ; 
that I may win Christ, and be found in him, not 
having mine own i-ighteousness which is of the 
law, but that which ia through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God by faith. 
Such then were the views and expectations of 
those, " whose faith we are exhorted to 
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considering the end of their conversation : Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for 
ever. Is it then safe, or scriptural, for us to trust 
to our defective duties, and to our imperfect ser- 
vices, for the salvation of our souls ? Ah no, let 
us rather labour to know ourselves : let us rather 
pray for that work of grace, when we are 
hrought to ^rememher our own evil ways, and 
our doings that were not good : and to loathe 
ourselves in our own sight for our iniquities, and 
for our abominations. Let us rather, ' as chief 
of sinners, cast ourselves at the feet of Christ, 
and look upon pardon and eternal life, not as the 
reward of merit, but as the freest gift of grace, 

E through the wonderful and rich display of pecu- 
liar love. 
This is the doctrine which has been clearly 
and distinctly lield in every age. " Clement in 
his epistle to the Corinthians, speaking of the 
Old Testament believers, says : ^ They all there- 
fore were glorified and magnified, not for their 

s Ezek. sxxvi. 31. ' 1 Tim. i. 15. « Phil. iv. 3. 

^ ndyrtt oSv i6o^dir0t)<ray tal iiityaMvB^irav oi) ti' avrHy, 

^ TUv ipyaiv QuVuiv, § rqc imaioirpaylat Jc iveipydaayTo, u'XXa' 

^td Tou OeX^fxaToc avToB. nai lifietc ovy Sid rov SeXij^oroc avrov 
ev Xpiar^ 'l^irou KXtid^vret, ou St cuurwc Smaioafifda, avS^ oid 
Ti'it ^fttT^pui ffo^/ac, i) (vaejieiat, ij fpymy !iy Kareipyaadfii 
iv ooioVfjri KapZiai; dXKd ltd rqc TiWciuc, hi ^t irairae rode 
aV oiiuvoe o irayToKpdrup Bedc tiiKaibiacy. y eoru co£a eJc tovc 
aiui^'ac Tar aliivbir' n^rjv. C/em. ad Corinth, i. § 
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own sake, or for their own works, or for the 
righteousness that tliey tliemselves wrought, but 
through his will. And we also, being called by 
the same will in Christ Jesus, are not justified 
by ourselves, neither by our own wisdom, or 
knowledge, or piety, or the works which we have 
done in the holiness of our hearts; but by that 
faith by which Almighty God has justified all 
from the beginning : to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

If we inquire iiito the doctrine of the Church 
of England on this subject, we shall find all 
most clear and decisive. And our reformers 
thought it the more necessary that it should be 
so, because the corruption of this doctrine forms 
one of the most delusive and awful errors of 
Popery. Let us turn to the Articles. 'The 
eleventh teaches us, that we are accounted 
3'ighteous before God, only fur the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith, and notH 
ibr our own works or deservings. * The twelfth^ 
declares, that good works, which are the fruits of 
faith, and follow after justification, cannot put 
away our sins, and endure the severity of God's 
judgment; ^whilst the thirteenth speaks of 
works done before the grace of Christ, and the 
inspiration of his Spirit, as not pleasant to God, 
forasmuch as they spring not of faith in Jesus 
* Art II. fl ArL 12. b Art. 13. 
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Clirist, neither do they make men meet to 
receive grace, yea rather, for that ihey are not 
done as God hath willed and commanded tiiein 
to be done, we doubt not but they have tlie 
nature of sin. 

Here we see but one way in which the sinner 
may be justified, and accepted of God: whilst 
those very things which are so often regarded with 
complacency as virtues, are stated to be but sins. 

Let us now hear the Third Homily. 'Because 
all men be sinners and offenders against God, 
and breakers of his law and commaDdmeuts ; 
therefore can no man by his own acts, works 
and deeds, seem they never so good, be justi- 
fied and made righteous before God : but 
every man of necessity is constrained to seek 
for anotlier righteousness or justification, to 
be received at God's own hands, — that is to 
say, the forgiveness of his sins and trespasses, 
in such things as he bath offended. And this 
justification or righteousness, wliich we so receive 
of God's mercy and Christ's merits, embraced 
by faith, is taken, accepted, and allowed of God, 
for our perfect and full justification. For the 
more full understanding hereof, it is our parts 
and duties ever to remember the great mercy of 
God, how that, all the world being wrapped in 
sin by the breaking of the law, God sent his 
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to fulfil the law for ub, and, by shedding of his4 



rifice i 



most precious blood, to make a sacri 
satisfaction, or, as it may be called, amends to 
his Father for our sins, to assuage hi3 wrath and 
indignation conceived against us for the same. 
This is that justification or righteousness which 
St. Paul speaketh of, when he saith, No man is 
justified by the works of the law, but freely by' 
faith in Jesus Christ. And of the justice and 
mercy of God knit together, speaketh St. Paul 
in the third chapter to the Romans : All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God 
being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Jeans Christ, whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faithfj 
in his blood. And in the tenth chapter : Christ 
is the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth. And in the eighth chapter : 
For what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the flesh, God sending his ow! 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 
condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous- 
ness of the law might be fulfilled in ua, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, 
these foresaid places, the apostle toucheth sp< 
cially three things, which must go together in 
our justification. Upon God's part, his great 
mercy and grace : upon Christ's part, justice. 
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that is, the gatisfactioD of God's justice, or the 
price of our redemption, by the oiFering of his 
body, and sheddiiiy; of Iiis blood, with fulfiUing 
of the law perfectly and throughly : and upon 
our part, true and lively faith in the merits of 
Jesus Christ, which yet is not ours, but by God's 
working in us: so that, in our justiiication, is 
not only God's mercy and grace, but also hia 
justice, which the apostle calleth the justice of 
God, and it consisteth in paying our ransom, 
and fulfilling of the law : and so the grace of 
God doth not shut out the justice of God in our 
justification, l)ut only sliutteth out the justice of 
man, that is to say, the justice of our works, as 
to he merits of deserving our justification. And 
therefore St. Paul declareth here nothing upon 
the behalf of man, concerning his justification, 
but only a true and lively faith, which never- 
theless is the gift of God, and not man's only 
work, without God. ^ Nevertheless, this sentence 
that we be justified by faith only, is not so 
meant, that the said justifying faith is alone in 
man, without true repentance, hope, charity, 
dread and the fear of God, at any time and 
season. Nor when we say, that we be justified 
freely, do we mean that we should, or might 
afterward be idle, and that nothing should be 
required on our part afterward : neither do we 

a Horn. iii. pt. 2. 
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mean, so to be justified without good works, 
that we should do no good works at all. But 
this saying, that we be justified by faith only, 
freely, and without works, is spoken for to take 
away clearly all merit of our works, as being 
unable to deserve our justification at God's hands, 
and thereby most plainly to express the weak- 
ness of man, and the goodness of God ; the great 
infirmity of ourselves, and the might and power 
of God ; the iraperfectness of our own works, 
and the most abundant grace of our Saviour 
Christ ; and, therefore, wholly to ascribe the 
merit and deserving of our justification unto 
Christ only, and his most precious blood-shed- 
ding. This faith the holy scripture teacheth us : 
this is the strong rock aud foundation of the 
Christian religion : this doctrine all old and 
ancient authors of Christ's church do approve : 
this doctrine advanceth and setteth forth the 
true glory of Christ, and beateth down the vain- 
glory of man : this, whosoever denieth, is not to 
be accounted for a Christian man, nor for a 
setter-forth of Christ's glory ; but for an adver- 
sary to Christ and his gospel, and for a setter- 
forlh of men's vain-glory. 

Such is the scriptural language of the Church 
of England ; and equally clear and decisive are 
all who have faithfully set forth her doctrines. 

For instance, the judicious Hooker writedJ 
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'•'Tliat justification through works and inherent 
grace is tiie mystery of the man of ain, and that 
in teaching it the Chiircii of Rome doth pervert 
the truth of Christ. I cannot stand now to 
unrip this building, and to sift it piece by piece ; 
only I will set a frame of apostolical erection by 
it in few words, that it may bei'al Babylon, 
in presence of that which God hath builded, 
as it happened unto Dagon before the ark. 
JDoubtleas, saith the apostle, I have counted 
,11 things lost, and I do judge them to be 
dung, that 1 may win Christ : and be found in 
him, not having mine own righteousness, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God through faith. 
(Christ hath merited righteousness for as many 
as are found in him. In him God findeth us, 
if we be faithful : for by faith we are incor- 
porated into him. Then, although in ourselves 
we be altogether sinful and unrighteous, yet, 
even the man which in himself is impious, full 
of iniquity, full of sin ; him being found in 
Christ through faith, and having his sin in 
hatred through repentance ; him God beholdeth 
with a gracious eye, puttelli away his sin by not 
imputing it, taketh quite away the punishment 
due thereunto, by pardoning it: and acceptetii him 
in Jesus Christ, as perfectly rigliteous, as if he 

9 Hooher on JuslifimHon, Sena. ii. § 5. 
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Iiail i'lilBlliad ull that is commaDdcd liiin in thd 
law : shall I say more perfectly righteous than* 
if iiimself had fulfilled the whole law 1 I must 
take heed what I say : but the apostle saith, 
God made him which knew no sin, to be sin for 
us : that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him. Such are we in the sight of God 
the Father, as is the very Son of God himself. 
Let it be counted folly, or frenzy, or fury, or 
whatsoever, it is our comfort, and our wisdom : 
we care for no knowledge in the world but 
this, that man hath sinned, and God hath suf- 
fered : that God hath made himself the sin of 
man, and that men are made the righteousness 
of God. J 

Such is the doctrine of a 'cloud of witnesses iM 
all looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher 
of our faith. And such is the doctrine set forth 
in the word of God. All teaching us that Justi- 
fication is an act wherein the ^severest justice 
aud the most unbounded mercy meet : wherein 
Almiglity God for ever pardons all our sins, and 
accounts us pure, and holy, and without 
slightest spot or stain of guilt ; solely on accoum 
of the perfect ^righteousness, and meritoriou 

' Heb. xii, 1. « Ps. Ixxsv. 10. 

* Being justified, all our iniquities are covered ; Gtit 
belioltlctli us in the riyfueousness which is imputed, 
not in tlie sins which wc have committed. — Hoo 
Serni. vi. 23. 
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obedience of Jesus Christ : reckoned ours by 
grace, and received to be ours by faith. 

Now, beloved, what effect have these things, 
not merely upon your judgment and under- 
standing, no, that 13 not the question, but wliat 
effect have they upon your heart, and life? 
Do yon really feel the transforming power, and 
healing, and life, and vigour, of a saving faith 
in Jesus Christ ? Has that led you in spirit to 
renounce all dependence upon your own imper- 
fect and wortliless righteousness, and brought 
you as a sinner, as a ruined sinner, for pardon, 
and righteousness, and wisdom, to Jesus Christ 
* alone ? 

The holy law of God requires, not only un- 
failing obedience in external things, but it 
searches the heart, it demands the most spot- 
less purity within, and it denounces eternal 
death on the very least transgression : Cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things 
that are w7-itten in the book of the law to do 
them. It makes no discovery of comfort to the 
ruined sinner : it admits of no repentance, it 

* He cannot love the Lord Jesus with his heart, which 
leuduth one car to his apostles, and another to false apostlei^ : 
ivhich can broot to see a mingle-mangle of religion and su- 
perstition, ministers and massing priests, light and darkness, 
truth and error, traditions and scriptures. No — we have 
no lord but Jesus ; no doctrine but his Gosiiel ; no teachers 
but his Apostles. — Hooker, Serm. v. 7. 
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knows nolhing of mercy, it holds out no ho|)e 
of pardon. "Pardon, and mercy, and repentance, 
are blessings and graces of the gospel. They 
are bestowed upon us only in the name and 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. Only when we 
renounce all for Christ, when we cast ourselves 
upon him for life and salvation, when our affec- 
tions are fixed upon him, and we feel him to be 
the desire, the delight, the joy, and the glory of 
our souls. And then, can the believer live in 
sin ? Can he live in forgetfulness of spiritual 
things? Can lie live to the world, and to plea- 
sure, and to self? — Ah no; his desire is not only 
to be justified by Jesus Christ, but to be sanc- 
tified by the Spirit of holiness. He reeigi 
himself to Christ, and the fervent struggle of hi 
soul is to ' walk worthy of Christ in holiness" 
and newness of life. He says, with the apostle, 
^ I am dead to the law : to every hope and ex- 
pectation of being saved by it. And to what 
end t To live in sin 1 To live in conformity to 
the ways and pleasures of the world ? To live 
to self and its gratifications? — Ah no, I am dead 
to the law, that I might live unto God. 

O, sweet and blessed Saviour Jesus ! Too 
long have I been my own ! I have lived to myself, 
I have seen 
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I am as a poor, lost, and guilty, and unworthy 
creature ! O take me, pardon me, rule me, do 
all thy pleasure with my soul I I am a grievous 
sinner, but thou art a glorious Saviour. I am 
utterly unworthy of mercy, or life or love, but 
all thy gifts are free. I therefore cast myself 
on thee, in thee 1 live and hope. O has God 
the Holy Spirit so opened your eyes to the 
excellency aud glory of .lesus Christ ? Has 
he roused you from sin, and from unbelief and 
from carnal indifference, and from self- righteous- 
ness, and brought you to the cross of Christ, 
and applied the blood of Jesus to the healing 
of your soul ? No mere talk about the matter, 
no hearsay knowledge of it, will stand the day 
of trial : O do you know, to the peace and 
strength of your soul, that the 'blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from ail sin 1 Have you dis- 
covered that there is that in Jesus that can 
satisfy for all your sins, and fully deliver you 
from sin and guilt, that he can change your 
unholy nature, and make you happy for ever ? 
O, has this work been done ? Can you, amidst 
all the strugglings of remaining corruptions and 
shortcoming of imperfections, still turn your 
leyes, for pardon and help, to Jesus Christ 1 
Can you still renounce all the holiness at which, 
I a believer in Christ you aim, aud declare, 
!i 1 John i. 10. 
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' 1 am crucified with Clmst : nevertheless I 
live : yet not I, but Christ Uveth in me : and 
the Hfe which I now live in the fleah, I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me ? 

Ah happy and blessed soul, Christ is your 
desire, and Christ will be your complete sal- 
vation ! Keep close to Christ : let him be your 
all in all. O watch against carnal security and 
spiritual sloth I Be sober, be vigilant ! And 
remember to yonr endless comfort, that he who 
is justified througli faith in tlie perfect righteous- 
ness of Jesus Christ, is one whom grace makeaf 
free, prepares for glory, and conducts to heaven.! 
He is a new creature in Christ ; his sins are foij 
ever washed away ; he has peace with God : hoj 
is a stranger upon earth : he is dead to thai 
world : his chief business is with things beyond 
the grave : liia treasure is in heaven : he shalU 
never perish : he is the charge of angels ; he ivj 
the child of God : he is the heir of glory. 
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The guilt and misery of sin, and the glorious 
and effectual remedies of grace, are the principal 
subjects unfolded to us iu tlie word of God. A 
right and scriptural understanding of these things 
must be of the utmost importance to our spiritual 
welfare, as they form the basis of every trans- 
action that subsists betweeu our souls and God, 

The chief design of the apostle in the pre- 
ceding part of this epistle, has been to establish 
the great doctrine of full and free justification 
through the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
To illustrate and enforce this he 'refers to the 
sin of Adam, as involving the whole human race 
in guilt and condemnation. He shows that all 
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mankind are subject to death as the penalty of 
the transgression of a law : not the law of 
Moses, because death reigned before the Mosaic 
law was given: not the moral law which is 
written in the hearts of men, because death is 
inflicted on those who never committed actual 
sin. But that all are treated as sinners on ac- 
count of that one sin of Adam, whereby the 
covenant between God and man was broken : 
that one sin which immediately and completely 
altered tlje relation in whicli the human race 
stood with respect to God, 

In the original constitution of his nature, man 
was made in "the image of God, holy, inno- 
cent, and happy, fully able to love and serve his 
Creator. But of all holiness, innocence, and 
blessing, one sin at once despoiled him. His 
will rose in opposition to the lioly will of God : 
he transgressed God's command : the influences 
of the Spirit were withdrawn : he had then no 
longer any communion with his Maker, or any 
disposition to serve him. His nature became 
carnal and corrupt : his soul the seat of debasing 
lusts: he sank into the bondage of Satai 
into enmity against God : and so, wretchei 
luted, yea cursed, as 
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This awful state of guilt, condemnation and 



ORIGINAL SIN. 



109 



corruption, is termed original sin, and it is by 
nature the actual state of every individual of the 
human race. In the doctrine of Original Sin, 
there is especially to be noticed ; — that we are 
born guilty and condemned : — that we want 
that righteousness in which Adam was created : 
and that our nature is in a state of utter cor- 
ruption, which is the source of all our actual 
sins. That these things are so, and that they 
are the consequences of Adam's transgression, 
is evident from the word of God. 

1. The apostle speaks in the most express man- 
ner in this chapter respecting Adam's guilt im- 
puted to us : Sy one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin : and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned. By the offence of 
one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation. 
Now the great truth here enforced, plainly is, 
not merely that Adam was the first sinner, but 
that we are all in a state of condemnation on 
account of the first sin of Adam. What may 
be the amount of guilt resulting from this sin, 
as compared with actual transgressions, or what 
may be the extent of punishment belonging to 
it, we need not now inquire. But it is a fact, 
which nothing can explain away, that the whole 
human race are treated as sinners by a righteous 
God. That all, independently of anything done 
js, are subjected to suft'erings and punish- 
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ments wliich are the consequences of sin. That 
^death has reigned in all the various generationif 
of mankind, even over them that have not sinned 
after the similitude of Adam's transgression, over 
infants who suffer pain and death before they 
have incurred the guilt of any actual sin. The 
Bible tells us why it is ; that hy one mans dis- 
obedience many were made sinners: *that all are 
dead in Adam. The covenant was made with 
Adam, not for himself alone, but also for all Iiis 
posterity : when he fell, we all fell in hira : his 
act was regarded as our act, and his sin is the 
ground of that condemnation in which we all 
are born. 

2. We want that righteousness in which 
Adam was created. We begin to exist out of 
communion with God, and are by nature desti- 
tute of the principles of holiness and spiritual 
life. Hence the word of God speaks of the 
whole world as lying in a state of spiritual 
'sleep, darkness, blindness, and spiritual death. 
How ^acute are men in worldly things, how 
quickly they understand what will advance or 
oppose their worldly interests ! How warmly 
they enter into worldly pleasures, and the gra- 
tifications of the carnal mind I 'Take them too, 
with every advantage of education or statioa, 
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with abundance of worldly wisdom, and if the 
Spirit of God has not made them experimentally 
acquainted with spiritual things, ^what blindness, 
what ignorance, what confusion pervades their 
souls ! The whole is as the land of darkness and 
the shadow of death, yea, ^the very light is as 
darkness. In this lamentable state all are born, 
and all continue until born again. It is a state 
which the apostle forcibly describes as '■free from 
righteousness. Poor sinner, whatever righteous- 
ness there be, thou art free from it I Thy soul 
with all thy knowledge, and all thy morality, 
and all thy outward performances, in God's 
sight, is but darkness, pollution, and spiritual 
death [ 

3. The sin of Adam has corrupted our nature. 
That we increase this corruption by actual sin, 
and that every sin will be 'followed by an in- 
crease of punishment, is an affecting and solemn 
truth, but the sin of Adam has corrupted our 
nature. The scripture tells us, as indeed it is 
but reasonable to suppose, that 'God made man 
upright and in his own image. In his natural 
powers there was a universal conformity to the 
whole will of God. He had a true discernment 
and spiritual knowledge of divine things : his 
will yielded a spontaneous and entire obedience 
1 1 Cor. iii. 19. B Matt. vi. 23. " Rom. vl 20. 
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to the law of God : his afiectiona were all pure 
and holy and free from disorder. He sliune 
briglit and glorious in the image of his Creator; 
every thought, every word, every action, in 
unison with the will of God. Now we all know 
that this uprightness and purity is lost : that 
the image of God has been effaced : that the 
affections of the soul are not naturally holy now : 
that the mind has not naturally any acquaint- 
ance with spiritual things. The word of God, 
as well as our own experience, tells us that *all 
the imaginations of man's heart are only evil 
from his youth : that the conscience is insensible, 
and the will stubborn and rebellious. * There is 
a loss of all that is truly goud, a propensity to 
all that is evil, an utter enmity against God. 
The soul is in a state of rebellion against God ; 
and ''the body with its several senses instru- 
ments of unrighteousness to sin. That this 
state, so utterly unlike the state in which 
came from the hands of his Maker, is the 



* Gen. viii. 21. 

" Mena amiait suum lumen, et tenebris obruiti 
suam rectitudlnem, et perversitate repletur : inferior appe^ 
titus Buam subject! on em, et rebellione delectatur : atque 
heec omnia mala ex corrupts naturiB tabe originem traxe- 
runt. Quibus omnibus et illud accedit, quod nos insi 
involvit hoc originale peccatum reatu 
Davenanl in Coloss. ii. 13. 

B Rom. vi. 13. 
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sequence of Adam's sin, will be evident if we 
consider the striking and immediate change 
which took place on tlie first transgression, 
1. Whilst obedient, Adam enjoyed communion 
with God, and a sweet and holy peace of mind : 
he could love the Lord bis God with all liis 
heart, and with all his strength. But, after his 
sin, he desired no communion with God, he 
trembled at the voice of God, he shrank from 
his presence : 'I heard thy voice, and was afraid, 
y. He lost all true and spiritual knowledge of 
God, for be thought he could escape the notice 
and flee from the presence of the Lord : ^I hid 
myself. So that instead of gaining the know- 
ledge he sought after unlawfully, by trans- 
gressing God's command, lie lost the greater 
and better part of that which he had. 3. His 
aoiil became the seat of evil passions, cor- 
ruptions whicli he had never known before : 
stubbornness, pride, murmuring, sorrow, re- 
venge, and shame. We read of no confessioTi of 
guilt, no repentance, no expectation of pardon, 
no prayer for mercy: but — "The woman whom 
thou yavest to be with me, she gave me of the 
tree. He began to seek fig-leaves for liis spi- 
ritual as well as for bis bodily nakedness. He 
still in Paradise ; but Paradise, with all its 
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joys, was no longer sweet to him : lie could no 
longer find enjoyment there. 4. He was made 
in the image of God ; but in an instant he 
fell from that into the image of Satan, and 
then begat his children In his own likeness, 
after his own image ; and we know what 
that was, when the hands of his first-born son 
were stained with his brother's blood, 

The doctrine of Original Sin, then, is one ol 
the fundamental truths of the Christian religion. 
Ifwe desire to know what the Church of Eng- 
land says about it, let us turn to the Ninth 
Article. — Original Sin staudeth not in the Jhl- 
lowing of Adam, as the Pelagians vainly talk, 
but it is the fault or corruption of the nature of 
every man, that naturally is engendered of the 
ofispring of Adam, whereby man is very far 
gone from original righteousness, and is of his 
own nature inclined to evil, so that the flesh 
lusteth always contrary to the spirit, and there-- 
fore in every person born into the world it de-. 
serveth God's wrath and damnation. 

It is also quite evident that it is not the imi- 
tation of Adam's sin which expresses the apostle's 
meaning, By one mans disobedience many were 
made sinners. Men may become more sinful by 
imitation, but that is not the origin of the cor- 
ruption of their nature. Many sins are com- 
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mitted which have never been seen, nor heard of 
by those who commit them. Though a man be 
born blind, and deaf, and dumb, hia nature is 
aa corrupt, and his inclinations as prone to evil, as 
the nature of another who has the use of all his 
senses. The apostle's meaning is, that we are re- 
garded as sinners, and treated as sinners by God, 
and therefore that we really are guilty. This 
is not only plainly declared in this chapter, but 
explained, illustrated, and applied in a consi- 
deration of the communication of sin and death 
by the first Adam to all his posterity, and of 
righteousness and life by the second Adam to all 
his spiritual seed. Upon this ground the apostle 
draws the comparisoa between Christ and Adam. 
Adam was not only the natural, but the cove- 
nant head of all his race, sustaining and repre- 
senting the persons of all mankind. He is 
considered a covenant head, and in the fourteenth 
verse he is, for this reason, styled the figure or 
type of him that was to come. 

Original sin has a twofold nature : on the 
one hand, as it is imputed to us ; on the other, 
as its effects are inherent in us. And this is 
analogous to the twofold righteousness the be- 
liever has in Jesus Christ : — I. Hia perfect 
righteousness imputed to us in justification, — 
for as by one man's disobedience many were 
le sinners, so, by the obedience of one, shall 
I 2 
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many be made righteous : — and, 2. A work 
righteousness carried on la iis by the Spirit ii 
sanctification. Almighty God has been pleased 
in his superabundant grace and love to establish 
a plan for our recovery and salvation, similar in 
several respects to the manner of our fall and 
ruin, having constituted the Lord Jesus a second 
Adam. He is, as the first Adam was, the he; 
of a covenant, and as such sustains the persoi 
of all his people. The first covenant was made 
with Adam, but the surety failed, and ruined 
all. 'The new covenant was made, not with a 
ruined sinner, but with one that is mighty, with 
Jehovah Jesus : in whom there is an infinitely 
greater power to make us happy, than there w; 
in Adam to make us miserable. In sorui 
respects, which are pointed out, the cases are n: 
exactly parallel. Condemnation in Adam 
for the guilt of one offence, — justification ItL'. 
Christ is not only for that one oifence, but for all 
our own innumerable actual sins: "the judgment 
was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is 
of many offences unto justiBcation. Justification 
in Jesus Christ not merely puts us again into a, 
state of freedom from condemnation, but it maki 
us one with Christ, his righteousness, his merii 
his triumphs, his Spirit, whatsoever is his, i] 
ours. For us he obeyed, and suffered, and diedj 
' Heb. ix. 15. = Rom. v. 1 
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and rose again, and ascended, and is now at the 
right hand of God : and in him we have all the 
blessings and glories of eternal life. ^For if by 
one man's offence death reigned by one : much 
more they, which receive abundance of grace and 
of the gift of righteousness, shall reign in life by 
one, Jesus Christ. 

That the corruption of original sin is uni- 
versal, that it has overspread the whole human 
race, is moreover plainly evident from the history 
and experience of every age. By nature we are 
all alike. There is iu all a ''deeply-rooted 
enmity against God, and all that is of God, ins 
attributes, liis law, and his gospel. And this 
too, however concealed or modified by outward 
circumstances, is the fearful state of every soul 
by nature, and so continues until 'renewed by 
grace. It contains the seeds of every sin, and 
disposes and inclines to all ; and, therefore, if 
there be any particular sin into which any of us 
have not fallen, it is not for want of a corrupt 
disposition and inclination to that sin, but alto- 
gether through the restraints of providence or 
grace, without which our iniquities would be as 
manifest as those of the most open and flagrant 
sinners. We are not only all polluted with the 
[ corruption of original sin, but even from our 

» Rom. V. 17. » Id. viii. 7. * Tit. iii. 5. 
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very first existence. ^Behold I was aliapeu 
iniquity, says 'David, and in sin did my inothetl 
conceive me. Not referring to any particular.! 
sin of his mother, "who was a pious woman, butf 
that as soon as his soul and body were united he 
became a sinful creature. ^The imagination of 
man's heart is evil from his youth. That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh. This corruption is notl 
contracted by imitation, it standeth not in then 
following of Adam, it is not from a repetition of 
sinful acts, but it is difi'used through the soul as 
soon as the soul is united to the body, and 'it 
discovers itself as soon as the soul and body are 
capable of any act. -Hence we are all by nature 
the children of wrath, one just as much 
as another, all subject to the displeasure oG 
Almighty God : having the guilt of the first sins 
righteously imputed to us, and beiug by natun 
destitute of all that is good, inclined to 
« Pb. li. 5. 
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that is evil, corrupt, and polluted From our very 
birth. 

These truths are, and ever have been, highly 
offensive to human pride : they have ever 
seemed very unsatisfactory to human reason : 
but it is enough for us to know that they are 
plainly asserted in the word of God, O let us 
remember that we all are also guilty of innu- 
merable actual transgressions, each of far greater 
enormity, as far as we are concerned, than that 
one which has involved us all in condemnation 
and misery. O let us reflect on the awful 
malignity and sinfulness of any sin in the 
sight of God when one sin has been fol- 
lowed by such fearful consequences. We feel 
the effects of it even now, and they will be felt 
to the end of time. It brought a curse upon 
Adam and all his race. Through it he lost 
communion with his Maker: his nature became 
corrupt. *The very earth was cursed for his sake ; 
and the *whole creation groans under the burden 
of that transgression, until it be cleansed and 
renovated by the fires of the last great day. 

Ah, what an awful thing is sin ! How hateful 
to a holy God ! It is the only object of the 
hatred of Almighty God. He hates nothing 
that he has made, but as sin is found in it; and 
upon sin be fixes all the infinite weight of wrath 
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and hatred in one mighty and undivided torrent 
of auger and detestation. Though it be but 
what the world would call a 'harmless lie : a 
"jest: ^ an idle word: ^ a wanton look; a ^vain 
or sinful thouglit : — each one is accompanied 
and pursued by the infinite and undivided anger 
of Almighty God. To call these things sins, 
which constitute a portion of the amusements of 
the unconverted mind, may pass with many for 
sourness and unnecessary strictness — but ah, let 
us not form our judgment of sin by the cor- 
rupted ways or tlie delusive maxims of a world 
which is lying in wickedness — ah no; let us go, 
to the faithful word of God. God does not sa' 
that all sins are alike in guilt, or that all ofd 
fenders will be puuislied with equal severity 
but he does say, that the lightest punishment foi 
any sin will be hell-fire, and the shortest punish* 
ment will be eternal. 

When we know these things, O how pitiable 
and frightful is the state of every unconverted 
man! If one sin be followed by such tre- 
mendous consequences, how must the awak- 
ened soul tremble and groan under the whole 
burden oi' innumerable transgressions 1 O how 
will the unpardoned sinner sink in amazeinent,_ 
and anguish, and horror, when all the accii 

* Prcv. xii. 2i!. 6 Eph v. 4. t Matt, x 
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niulated guilt of the wliole of a careless and 
ungodly life shall be charged upon the soul by 
the fearful and unsparing justice of Almighty 
God ! O what a spectacle of misery and asto- 
nishment is every unconvinced sinner, whetlier 
man, woman, or child ! 'All who evidence by 
indulgence in any sin, whether it be lying, swear- 
ing, sabbath-breaking, foolish or filthy talking, 
jesting, pleasure-seeking, carelessness about spi- 
ritual things, or the indulgence of any sin, that 
they are yet in an unpardoned state, yet uncon- 
vinced of the evil and sinfulness of sin, yet 
ignorant of the holiness and purity of God, yet 
insensible to that world of deadly sins which lie 
in all their guilt upon them ! O how is it now 
with you in the sight of him who knows the 
heart t 

Consider that naturally we all are dead in 

sin, all strangers and enemies to God, and that 

in this state we all continue until we are born 

again : *in this state we can do nothing but sin : 

I And that so deep is the stain of sin, and so 

pdeadly is its guilt, that not even the fires of hell 

ihall have any efficacy to purge it away for 

►.ever. No — nothing can wash away the stain of 

|.the very smallest sin, but the precious blood of 

i-Jesus, effectually applied by the Holy Spirit's 

i power. 
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Such is tlie mournful state of condemnation, 
guilt, and corruption which has involved the 
whole human race. Adam's disobedience and 
rebellion consented unto, augmented, and ren- 
dered complete in ruin by our own many actual 
sins. But God, who is as rich in mercy as he 
is infinite in wisdom, hath taken occasion from 
the sin and fall of man, to set forth such a work 
as should display his own glorious character in 
all its transcendent majesty and loveliness, and 
at the same time raise man to a state of glory, 
security, and blessedness, infinitely more excel- 
lent than that from which Adam fell. ^God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. The whole 
creation displays the power and glory of Al- 
miglity God ; the heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the firmament showeth his handy- 
work. But O how is all surpassed, even in our 
poor and feeble understandings, by that * mighty 
work revealed in the glorious gospel ! O who 
can unfold its innumerable and stupendous 
wonders! *Who can fathom its depths, or ascer- 
tain its breadth, and length, and height ! Thus 
much, if we are taught by the Spirit, can we 
know, that it passeth knowledge, We ca 
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cerii tliat ^mercy and truth have met together : 
that righteousness and peace have kiijsed each 
other. But the understanding sinks under the 
contemplation of its sublimity and greatness. 
It is no less than the highest design of Almighty 
wisdom : the unsparing infliction of Almighty 
justice : the mysterious manifestation of Al- 
mighty love: the glorious triumph of Almighty 
power. ''Sing, O ye heavens : for the Lord 
hath done it : shout ye lower parts of the earth : 
break forth into singing ye mountains, O forest, 
and every tree therein ! "And we — we poor, 
base, and wretched, and helpless sinners — we are 
the subject of the song 1 

Brethren, Adam hath entailed sin, and bond- 
age, and blindness, and disease, and death, on 
all his race. We are born under the law of sin ; 
and so we continue, increasing our sins and 
treasuring up wrath, until we are effectually 
convinced of the evil and guilt of sin, quickened 
by the Spirit of God, and really and savingly 
united by faith to Jesus Christ. O then I 
would ask yon how the matter stands between 
your precious souls and Him, who is the Way, 
and the Truth, and the Life? Are you truly 
Christ's, or are you not ? The question is of no 
less importance and concern than the eternal 
welfare of your soul. Your everlasting life 
Ps. IxxKv. 10. 1 Isa. xliv. 23. " Luke xv. 10. 
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depends upon it. You must live or die: you 
shall live in all the inconceivable and endless 
joys of heaven — or, die in all the unutterable 
and never-ceasing agooies of hell, as you are, 
or are not united, by a saving work of grace, to 
Jesus Christ. 

It is a hard thing to be convinced of, and to 
feel, the sinfulness and corruption of our natural 
state : but yet it is of the utmost necessity for 
all who seek any saving knowledge of spiritual 
things. If you would have a deep sense of tije 
pollution and awful guilt of sin, O do not 
neglect a frequent meditation on the ruin and 
extent of original corruption. If you would 
have high thoughts of the mighty love of God, 
if you desire a lively sense of the glorious work 
of Christ, if you would know the importance of 
being born again through tlie Holy Ghost, be 
much in the study of original sin. ^For God 
commendeth his love towards us, in that while we 
were yet sinners Christ died for us. If you 
would be under the influence of true humility, 
O reflect seriously on what you really are by 
nature. 'Hearken unto me, ye that follow after 
righteousness, ye that seek the Lord : look unto 
the rock whence ye are hewn, 
of the pit whence ye are digged. To keep t 
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fear of God, to be jealous of ourselves — we must 
know ourselves, we must feel the plague of our 
own hearts. To distrust ourselves, to put no de- 
pendence in our own strength, to make mention 
only of the righteousness which is of God, ^to lay 
hold only on the strength of Christ, we must be 
under the constant sense of the entire corruption 
of our state by nature. To nourish the warmth 
and feed the fires of a holy love for Jesus; to 
appreciate the comfort and security, the peace 
and blessedness, the treasures and fulness, that 
are to be found in Christ — the Spirit must open 
our eyes to see our own deformity, and want, 
and misery, and nakedness, and helplessness, as 
well through original as through actual sin. 
The contemplation of these things forms part of 
the spiritual exercises of every child of God ; 
we find it so in the 'examples which are given 
us in the word of God. 

O then let us seek all the blessed aids of 
grace for the destruction of this root and prin- 
ciple of sin ; however impaired it still abides 
within us ; if we bring it not continually to the 
sin-destroying and sanctifying blood of Jesus, it 
will again gather strength, and * tempt, and 
entice, till it bring forth the defiling acts of 
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Bin. A Spiritual knowledge of our state by 
nature, and of the corruptions which yet remain 
within u3, will keep us in a watchful and humble 
frame. We aliall rejoice that our security and 
blessedness in Jesus is infinitely more complete 
and glorious than it ever would have been in 
Adam. If we are truly born again, we shall 
find that we have a principle of spiritual life to 
counteract and oppose that corruption we derived 
from Adam. Our hopes will be all in Jeaua. 
Our rule of life, not the maxims of men, but 
the word of God. We shall not take up with 
that cold and easy, that formal and outside way 
of worship which is the religion of the world, 
We shall seek the Spirit's aid, not merely to 
rectify the outward conduct, but to subdue every 
unholy thought, and look, and word. Jesus 
will be altogether precious to our souls, his 
righteousness our only confidence. And we shall 
dwell with holy joy and lively gratitude on the 
contemplation of the eternal love of God, on 
the glorious and perfect work of Jesus, and on 
the blessed and effectual operations of the Holy 
Ghost. 
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Behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the 
wilderness, and speak comfortably wito her. 

'Though thou wash thee with nitre and take 
thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked 
before me, aaith the Lord God, — This is man's 
way of cleansing himself: this is man's way of 
quieting his conscience, and speaking peace to 
hia soul. ^ But it will not do. The soap of 
reformation and the nitre of sorrow are very 
good tilings in their way, but they cannot wash 
out and obliterate the stains of sin. Nothing 



' DutteB are excellent food for a heaitliy soul, but they 
sre no physic for a sick soul. Men spiritually sick can 
never sweat out their distemper with working. Outen, 
Mortij; Sin. 
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can change the heart but an effectual work of 
grace: nothing can wash away the stains of sin 
hut the blood of Jesus : 'there can be no true 
repentance until tliere is a real union with Jesus 
Christ ; *no holiuesa in the sight of God until 
it proceeds from a spiritual mind. ^ Leave 
Christ out of any work, and the whole is good 
for notliing, and will come to nothing : no — 
though thou wasli thee with nitre and take thee 
much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before 
me, saith the Lord God. 

Ah how difi'erent is the Lord's method ! How 
gracious and how effectual is the Lord's dealing 
with the soul ! Behold, I will allure her. Ah, 
what a dispensation of love for a soul that is in 
the hands of the Lord of life! And bring her 
into the wilderness. How effectual, iiow power- 
ful, how humbling the discipline! And speak 
comfortably unto her. O what abundant con- 
solation, what fulness of joy ! Every word of 
this precious scripture abounds with the choicest 
doctrine and the deepest spiritual experience: 
it is full of sovereign power, rich in the tenderesl 
mercy, and sweet with the sweetest comfort. 

Behold, I will allure her. — Ah, Lord, who is it 
wliom thou wilt allure? — Who, you will gay^ 
who else but some holy angel, some glorioaj 
seraph : the Lord can alone look with com 
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plaeency on them: ^they do his commandments, 
hearkening unto the voice of his word. They 
are clothed with holiness, they are crowned with 
glory : they stand around the throne, and their 
voice is the voice of praise and thanksgiving. — 
Ah no — they are indeed holy, and lovely, 
and glorious, — but the Lord speaks not of allur- 
ing them. — No, wonderful as it may appear, 
wonderful as it is indeed, ^man is the object 
of this work of love, the subject of this 
triumphant mercy, the chosen vessel for the 
reception and manifestation of the wonders of 
this grace. — Then it was man in Eden: man 
in the image of God : pure and innocent, holy 
and happy man. — No— the Lord speaks not of 
man in innocence. It is sinful man, "Man 
whose imaginations are only evil from his youth : 
^man who is dead in sin and guilt; >who is 
alienated from his Maker, and an enemy to his 
God. * It is man the slave of Satan : bowed 
down under the wrath and branded with the 
curse of Almighty God. Man who has sunk 
deep in the mire of sin and woe ; who is on the 
very brink of the fearful and eternal pit. Ah 
mighty love ! Astonishing, amazing mercy ! 
Ah gracious language, Behold I will allure her — 
that the Lord should so speak of such a &oul ! 

fl Ps. ciii. 20. T Prov. vl'ii. 31. o Gen. viii. 21. 
9Eph. ii. 1. »Col. i. 21. «2Tim. ii. 26. 
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*I will draw her with the cords of love, and with 
the bands of a man. — What, the devout pharisee, 
the decent moralist, the self-righteous formalist, 
who only need a little assistance? No, they 
have a righteousness of their own devising : they 
depend on themselves for salvation : their own 
wisdom guides them, and self is the end and 
aim of all they do. Ah no — the Lord spealts 
not of them. It is the sin-convinced publican 
who dares not lift his eyes to heaven, but smites 
upon his breast, and murmurs, God be merciful 
tome a sinner. *The blind and helpless beggar, 
who feels his misery, and cries, Jesus, thou son 
of David, have mercy on me. "The destitute 
and diseased soul, who has tried in vain all that 
the wisdom of man can do, and now seeks but 
to touch the hem of Jesus' garment. '^The 
trembling and despised Canaanite, who owns her 
worth! essn ess, and only prays for the portion 
which belongs to dogs — the crumbs that fall 
from the children's table. Such are the souls 
whom the Lord allures. 'The heart of stone 
becomes in his hands as the potter's clay. *The 
self-righteous rejoice in the ruin of their self- 
righteousness, and count it but dross and dung : 
^the wise glory in the destruction of all their 

> Ho8. xi. 4. * Mark x. 46. " Luke v. 25. 

« Matt. XV. as. I Jer. xviii. 6. " Phil. iii. 8. 
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worldly wisdom, and despise it as utter folly. O 
it ia in the sin-convinced soul that the Lord 
makes manifest the sweetness of his grace and 
love. What — in me? Tlie Lord make me the 
object of his grace and love ? — The vilest sinner, 
the despiser of his grace, the slighter of his 
love — is it indeed for me? — yes, the Lord will 
have it so : the Lord has a word to say to you. 
He will change the midnight darkness of the 
soul into the brightness of the gospel day. He 
now stretches out his arm in power and mercy. 
He opens to your view that unfathomable abyss 
of love which is the source of all his dealings 
with your soul, and it is his own gracious voice 
that now speaks of alluring your unwilling feet. 
Unwilling, so that you are averse to come ; help- 
less, so that you cannot come — the Lord will 
infuse willingness of motion, readiness of desire, 
eagerness of affection, vigour of pursuit :— ' 
Behold I will allure her. And whither gracious 
Lord ? — Not at once to rest, not at once to 
triumph: not at once to Canaan, to the'palm 
of victory, to the crown, or to the throne: ah 
wait a while, the soul requires the wilderness. 

I will bring her into ike wildei-ness. There 
will I plead with the soul : 'there will I humble 
and prove her, that I may do her good. The 
wilderness is a silent and solitary place. The 
' Deut. viii. 2. 
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Lord brings the soul into the spiritual wilderness 
by filling it with anxiety about spiritual tilings. 
He takes away creature satisfactions : the world 
looks void and empty. All the riches, the com- 
forts, the pleasures of time have lost their 
charms: the soul loathes them all. The Spirit 
of God, through the word, speaks powerfully 
and distinctly to the heart : pointed and personal 
in its language, it goes through a man *Iike a 
two-edged sword, it lays liim open to himself. 
He is amazed at his dangerous and deadly 
state : he sees that by nature he is a stranger 
and an enemy to God, that he has grown up in 
sin, and hardened himself in guilt from his very 
birth. ^You need not tell such a one of any 
particular sin, he has enough to say ; he is 
struck dead by a sight of the awful enormity 
and exceeding sinfulness of his sins. He sees 
that he is the sinner ; the thunder of the curse 
alarms, and the call to instant repentance shakes 
his soul. *The voice of the Lord shaketh the 
wildeffless. A base and unprofitable and self- 
seeking life is mourned over. Slighted oppor- 
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tunities, abused mercies, despised privileges. — O 
wretclied man that I am, I am ruined I O what 
a mtiss of corruption is my sinful lieart ! ''Ah 
Lord, I have sinned against heaven and before 
thee, and I am no more worthy to be called thy 
son ! Spiritual as well as outward sins are felt 
with anguish of heart, a life of hypocrisy with a 
heart-searciiing God. Then death is seen as 
near: the judgment, the fearful, the inevitable 
judgment hastening on. These, and such as 
these, are the thoughts of the wilderness. 

And where shall the awakened soul seek com- 
fort? — In the company of ungodly acquaintances? 
— In the society of trifling, and gay, and thought- 
less frieads? — In the suggestions of the worldly 
wise, the self-righteous, the formalists, who them- 
selves have uever been in the wilderness, who have 
never experienced a saving work? — Ah no — ^ye 
are all blind guides, ^ye are forgers of lies, ye 
are all physicians of no value ! O that ye 
would altogether hold your peace, and it sliould 
be your wisdom 1 Ah no— they are all objects 
of the deepest pity; emptiness is written upuii 
them all. Worldly occupations? — Ah no — not 
the smallest grain of comfort is to be found in 
them ; they cannot satisfy the desires of au 
immortal soul in earnest about eternal things : 
they are all vain and perishing. They may be 
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a refuge for such as Cain, * wlio took to building, 
but not for the soul whom the Lord hath brought 
into the wilderness. Creature comforts of every 
kind are then found to be but husks, the food 
of swine : they will not do for a truly awakened 
soul. The Lord's way in thus alluring the soul 
and bringing it into the wilderness, is to manifest 
the utter vanity of everything short of that rest 
and blessedness which he alone can give : to 
make the soul discern that there is a reality aod 
glory in Christ which there is not in tlie world, 
nor in anything that is of the world, ^To cause 
a glimpse of the spotless and awful holiness of 
God to pass by the soul, that the soul may see 
its own blackness and pollution ; that it may 
mourn over the evil that sin hath done; that it 
may behold the infinite gulf which sin hath 
opened between the soul and a holy God. The 
Lord thus brings the soul into the wilderness, 
when he, by the voice of his Spirit, by the 
power of his word, and by the testimony of his 
witness, conscience, recals our sins, and sets 
them in order before our eyes : wlien he shows us 
that all our former ways have been but vanity and 
folly, that they liave nothing real nor satisfying 
in them, that their end is death. 

"The wilderness is a place where the Irf)rd 
permits Satan to assault the soul. A place of 

'Gen. iv. 17. » Isa. vl. 5. u Matt. 
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spiritual storm and tempest, dark with eug- 
geetioDs, and doubts, aud fears, which never 
disturbed a man in his carnal state. The 
wilderness into which the Lord brings his people 
18 *a land of deserts and of pits : a land of 
drought and of the shadow of death : a land 
that no man passes through, but a Christian, a 
land where no man dwells. It is a place of 
spiritual conflict, of distress, discouragement, and 
alarm. ^God appears terrible ia holiness and 
justice; the thunders of Sinai are heard. The 
powerful awakenings and enlightenings of the 
Holy Spirit: the accusations of conscience: the 
desperate assaults, the malignant suggestions, 
the grievous blasphemies which proceed from 
Satan: the burden of sin: the fear of coming- 
short of salvation, of turning back again to 
Egypt — these, these are the things which rend 
and tear the soul when the Lord brings us into 
le wilderness. 

O consider the importance of this work ! O 
consider what it must be for a soul to be awak- 
ened out of the deep sleep and carnal security 
in which carelessness and sin had bound him ! 
'To have Satan, which rules in every uncon- 
verted heart, dispossessed by a stronger than he ! 
*To have the utter worthlessnesa of works, and 
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alms, and prayers, discovered by the searching 
light of God's holy law I *To have the guilt 
and filthiness of sIq made known by the Holy 
Spirit I ^To have all the powers and reasonings 
of flesh and blood, all the corruptions and in- 
clinations of a carnal nature at once aroused 
against the Lord and against his Anointed ! To 
have the dead, secure, earthy, darit, proud, sen- 
sual, hard, unbelieving and devilish heart — such 
as is the heart of every unconverted man — such 
as is the heart of every one who is living to self, 
to the world, its pleasures and its ways — such 
as is the heart of every one who is not living to 
Jesus Christ— ^to have such a heart broken in 
pieces — awakened to a deep and effectual sense 
of the importance of spiritual things— to have 
such a one in earnest about the concerns of his 
soul, ^crying in anguish, What must I do to be 
saved — O this is not a work to be done insen- 
sibly I — Some may say that this is a legal work, 
that this is the way to bring a soul into fear and 
bondage, and to disturb his peace. — Ah no ! — it 
is an effectual way, it is the Lord's way, to 
bring the soul out of bondage. This sense of 
sin is not the bondage, it is the sin itself. It is 
not the man who is under convictions of sin and 
spiritual disquietudes on account of sin, whoj 
J Eph. v. 13. * Ps. ii. 2. T Jer. xxiu. 29. 
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fast boi 



bouud m Satan's chains : — no, it is the man 
who is living unconcerned about spiritual things: 
who thinks so much of religion needless : who 
loves the world. It is the decent worldling, the 
self-righteous formalist, who has never known 
the power of the Spirit, who has no hearty love 
for Jesus, who is alike with tlie profane and 
open sinner in a state of spiritual death : and, 
ah better, better far were the darkest, stormiest, 
dreariest wilderness dispensation than such a 
state as this ! 

But another will say, 
people around me live. 
own, for who has not : 
upright in my dealings, 
more pleasure than to serve my friends : I am 
always glad to be able to relieve a fellow-crea- 
ture's wants. I go to a place of worship, and 
I live a decent, steady life — but I cannot see why 
I may not enjoy a little of the world, nor why 
it should not have a little of my heart : I cannot 
see why I should not take some comfort from 
my own good deeds — 'and now you would seek 
to disturb my peace of mind, unsettle my hopes, 
and take me ofl'from that wherein I have trusted 
all my life. — Poor soul! Poor self-deceiving 
t sitting with folded arms in the 
very shadow of eternal death ! Away with the 



I live as many good 
I have my faults I 
but I am honest and 
^Nothing gives me 
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miserable aud deadly peace thou talkest of: 
away with it — it is a peace not of the Lord's 
giving, but of the devil's making for thee I I 
am not going to find fault with any of your 
paltry performances which you talk so much 
about, and with which you quiet your con- 
science — but you have not renounced all youv 
own wisdom, and strength, and righteousness : 
*you have not come as a lost, and ruined, and 
wretched sinner to the cross of Christ : 'you 
have not come as a little cliild to sit at Jesus' 
feet : *you have not come as a poor and empty 
destitute seeking every thing from him, making 
him 3-our all in all : "you have no experimental 
acquaintance with the blessed and effectual work- 
ing of the Spirit in your heart : your conscience 
has not been sprinkled witli the blood of Jesus, 
and so your peace comes not from him. While 
outward things continue your slumbers last, ^but 
your peace will not stand the storm. The vei 
first work of the Spirit in the heart is to aroui 
the soul to a convincing sense of sin, to awakeSj 
not to a few languid wishes and drowsy pui 
poses, but to a real and all-absorbing desire after 
pardon, and peace, and eternal life through 
Jesus Christ, accompanied with a renunciation 
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of all for the sake of Christ. — O then can you, 
to the praise of free and glorious grace, can you 
say that the Lord hatli thus in any measure 
filled you with alarm and anxiety for the welfare 
of your soul? ^Taken away your stony heart 
and given you a heart that can feel and yield 
to the power of truth ? Has the Lord revealed 
to you the sinfulness and pride of your polluted 
heart, in the conceit and self-satisfaction you 
have in your own poor and worthless righteous- 
ness ? Hath the Lord showed you your deep 
hypocrisy in seeking to divide your heart 
hetween him and something else ? Are these 
things known to you ? Do you feel the pol- 
lutions of your heart, and do you mourn over 
the remains of rebellion, hardness, pride, hypo- 
crisy, and unbelief, as your greatest and heaviest 
burdens ? Ah then ascribe all the glory to the 
mighty love of God. Thou hast known some- 
thing of the tribulations of the wilderness, and 
something of its wonders. Thou knowest, too, 
that the journey is not yet ended. It is thy 
daily work to know more of the depths and 
I workings of a dark and deceitful heart, and 
I therefore thou art no enemy to a few searching 
"Words to help thee to know thyself 

Now, brethren, let me ask you a few solemn 
[ questions, as in the presence of Almighty God ; 
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they concern your souls, and O, be honest, 
faithfully apply them to yourselves. 



"By I 



ath ; 



T nature we are all the cJiildren of wrat! 
careless of spiritual things, and walking blindly 
on to eternal deatli. Now, solemnly, have you 
been released from the service, the pursuits, and 
pleasures of the spiritual Egypt? Has the Lord 
brought you out from the dominion of sin and 
Satan with a mighty hand, and with a stretched- 
out arm ? "Has he overthrown and buried the 
enemies of your souls in the Redeemer's blood, 
whilst by the same means he has opened for 
you the way for a glorious and complete escape ? 

Has the Lord led you to the foot of Siuai ? 
'Has he discovered to you the holiness, the 
spirituality, the severity of the law, so that you 
have been effectually convinced of sin ? So that 
you have discovered ail your own goodness, and 
morality, and righteousness to be as '^filthy rags, 
'and that there is no approach to God but 
through the Mediator, Jesus Christ? 

How are you fed in the wilderness ? The souls 
of the Lord's people are not fed with husks, their 
nourishment comes not from the fruits of the 
earth; *they are fed with the bread of heaven. 
Now is the bread of life your spiritual food ? Do 
vou know what it is to feed on Ciirist 1 
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Is the word, is prayer, is praise, is meditation 
on spiritual things, sweeter to you than all tlie de- 
lights of sin ? — *rnore acceptable to your spiritual 
taste than the flesli and the fish, and the garlic, 
and the onions and leeks, of Egypt? — "There is a 
Rock, too, in the wilderness ; and that Rock was 
smitten: ^and the never-failing streams which 
flow from thence follow the Lord's people until 
they come to the promised land, O have yon 
found this Rock ? This Rock is Clirist : O have 
you drank indeed of those everlasting waters, 
those consolations of the Spirit that flow from 
Jesus ? 

"There was a brazen serpent lifted up : a 
figure made like a serpent, for the cure of tlie 
serpent's bite. ^Ah, have you looked on him 
who was made in the likeness of sinful flesh, yet 
without sin, and lifted up for the healing of your 
sin-polluted soul ? Ah, have you truly looked 
on him, and has he conveyed health, and life, 
and vigour to your soul ? 

What are your employments in the wilder- 
ness? ^Are you for dancing round the idols of 
Egypt and serving them : or are you heartily 
engaged in the service of the Lord ? Are you 
living to his glory? Are your aff'ections fixed 
on Jesus ? Do you seek him in a holy and 

i Num. xi. 5. ' Ex. xvii. 6. ' 1 Cor. x. 4. 

B Num. xxi. 9. 9 .lolin iii. 1.1. ^ Ex. xxxii. 8. 
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spiritual use of ordinances? What says your 
heart to secret prayer ? Are you a stranger to 
that all- important work ? Is it an irksome task ? 
Do yon look upon it as a duty that you have 
done with as soon as it is over? Or do you 
follow your prayers to the throne of grace, do 
you strengthen them with other prayers, ^and 
await the answer? do you use prayer as a 
blessed privilege of obtaining a supply for all 
your need ? O do you pray ? Have you ^the 
spirit of prayer ? Do you seek for sweet com- 
raunion with God in prayer? — Solemnly, you 
are not a Christian in the sight of God if you 
do not thus. Do you love the word of God ? 
'The sincere milk of the word, that you may 
grow thereby? ''The truth as it is in Jesus? 
Is it sweet and precious to your soul ? Do yoa 
love it infinitely better, and study and read it 
more than any other book ? Now that is a good 
mark to tell you something of your spiritual 
state. Then, again, as to that holy ordinance 
which seta forth the dying love of Jesus. — Do you 
come to it as a poor and unworthy sinner, who 
has nothing to hope for but in the Redeemer's 
blood? Is it that your soul may draw nigh to 
Christ, and that Christ in his own ordinance 
may draw nigh to you ? Is it a mere fc 
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pnrticipatioD, not discerniag the Lord's body, — 
or is it tliat you may obtain a better acquaintaace 
with yourself, and a closer union with the Lord ? 
^Do you find that the Loid has, indeed, in 
love to your soul, allured you into the wilder- 
ness ? 'Do you feei and act as though this was 
not your rest: as though you considered it the 
wilderness ? Have you yet discerned the object 
of the Lord's gracious dealings with your soul ? 
It is that you may know your spiritual state: 
that your soul may be weaned from its carnal 
satisfactions : that you may loathe the world and 
all its vanities : that the creature may be abased : 
that every false and delusive hope may be des- 
troyed : what you may thirst after God, and that 
Jesus and salvation may be your earnest cry. 
^It is to show you that an evil and bitter thing 
it is to forsake the fountain of living waters, and 
to hew out to yourself cisterns, broken cisterns, 
that can hold no water. The Lord has dealt 
with you from first to last in love ; and he will 
speak to you, not the wrath your sius deserve, 
but comfort. This precious scripture fully de- 
clares all this: Behold I will allure her, and 
bring her into the wilderness, and speak com- 
fortably unto her. This is the gracious purpose. 
O mighty, amazing love ! To speak comfort ! — 
Comfort to whom ? Why to you, poor sinner — 
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to you who are conacious that the number, and 
magnitude, and guilt of your sins is great, great 
beyond all you can conceive or think : that yoii 
are by nature a child of wrath: that in your 
flesh there dwelleth no good thing : that your 
sins surround you like an armed host, and call 
for wrath and vengeance on your guilty head. 
Though you have been an abomination to a 
holy God through self-righfeousness and pride ; 
though conscience turn upon you and tell you 
the curse is just — yet — the Lord speaks comfort! 
'He is alluring thee to himself: he has in mercy 
brought thee into the wilderness : and in Jesus, 
the fountain of life, the source of comfort, the 
foundation of hope, he will speak real consoIatioD 
to thy soul. Full, free, and everlasting forgive- 
ness in Jesus Christ. ^Not bestowed because 
there is any worthiness in you, for you have not 
any worth. Not withheld on account of the 
multitude or magnitude of your sins, 'for this 
is a faithful saying, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners. Not continued because 
you have any strength ; but because 'his love is 



everlasling love, 



gifts and calling are 



without repentance, ^and whom he loves, hff 
loves unto the end, 

The manifestation of this to the sinner's soul 



9 Joel ii 
» Jer. k; 



» Deut. ix. 6. 
* Rom. xii. 29. 
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is the work of the Holy Spirit, There is oo 
vision to be seen : no light from heaven shines 
visibly around : but his eyes are opened to see 
the glory and all-sufficiency of Jesus Christ : the 
Lord, the Holy Spirit, makes his heart burn 
within him, and speaks comfortably to his soul. 
^The Spirit beareth witness with our spirit that 
we are the children of God : 'this is the witness, 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. ^ His conscience testifies that 
the spirit of grace and supplication has been 
poured out upon him : that he has seen him 
whom hia sins have pierced : he feels that Jesus 
has found an entrance to his heart ; he appears 
glorious and lovely in his eyes : he daily dis- 
cerns more of hia own misery, helplessness, and 
nothingness : he discovers more of the evil and 
vileness of himself, and more of the glory and 
loveliness of Christ. Thanks be to God I ^There 
is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

O see what the Lord hath done for the soul 
to whom he hath spoken comfort 1 Worldly- 
mindednesa is expelled, and the conversation 
savours of spiritual things. Earthly and sensual 
inclinations are dislodged, and the thoughts arise 
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to heaven. The chamber which was silent, and 
desolate, and dreary, where the voice of prayer 
was seldom or never heard, 'is now perfumed 
with the morning and evening sacrifice, and 
light and lovely with the presence of the Lord. 
There is a hungering and thirsting after the 
bread of life, and the waters of gospel grace. 
'^This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous ia 
our eyes. 

Ah, saith some trembling soul — I know that 
I am a polluted sinner : 1 know that grace is 
free : and that tiiere is excellency, sweetness, 
loveliness and perfection in Jesus Christ — but — 
O, I fear — I fear I do not obey God out of love 
for him. I am not sincere in wliat I do. When 
1 think of my past sins, I do not hate them as I 
ought. I am not spiritual in my duties. I am 
selhsh in my performances, I am not careful, 
as I ought to be, about secret sins. I have a 



» Pb. cxli. 2. 

* Si totum me debeo pro me facto, quid adilam pro re- 
fecto, et refecto hoc modo ? Nee enim tarn facile refectus, 
quam factus. Nam qui me lantuin et aemel dicenilo fecit, 
in reficiendo profecto et dixit multa, et gessit mira, et pertulit 
dura ; nee lantum dura, £ed et indigna. In primo opere 
me mihi dedit, in secundo Be i et ubi se dedit, me mihi 
reddidit. Datus ergo et reddituB, me pro me debeo, et bis 
debeo. Quid Deo retribuam pro se .' Nam etiam si me 
millies rependerc possem, quid_Bum ego ad Deum P — Bet- 
vard. de Diligeniio Deo, § v. 
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heart full of lusts and corruptions that no one 
can see but myself.. — Ah, I have been brought 
into the wilderness I I can find no satisfaction 
in the world, nor in anything short of Christ ; 
but yet the Lord hath not spoken comfortably to 
me. — Poor soul ! if thou canst cast thyself at 
the feet of Jesus, and mourn because you can 
love God no more : because you cannot hate sin 
more heartily : because you are not more spi- 
ritual ; because you do not keep a stricter watch 
over your own heart — O if you are thus jealous 
of yourself, — although you cannot serve the Lord 
as vigorously and as unreservedly as you would, 
although you cannot see your interest in Jesus 
as clearly as you desire — yet, blessed art thou of 
the Lord ! 

Come now, I have a word or two for such a 
one. Art thou desirous of loving God ten thou- 
sand times more ? Is want of zeal and love thy 
grief? Dost thou despise the contempt of men, 
so that thou art approved of God? Art thou 
dissatisfied with duties, except as they enlarge 
tlie heart and lead to Jesus ? U it thy sincere 
intention not to cherish and indulge a single 
sin ? — Yes, thou wilt say, all these things I 
desire to do. 

Dost thou desire to have every sinful inclina- 
tion crucified within thee ? — Yes, that is my 
desire. 

L -2 
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Is it thy delight and comfort to pour out thy 
soul in secret prayer ? — Ah yes, though at times 
I am sadly cold and dull, yet it is the comfort 
of my life. 

Wouldat thou abhor thyself more and more 
for former sins ? — I cannot hate them as I ought 
to do, nor as I would. 

Dost thou then see so much of sin in thy very 
nature : so much of pollution in thy very best 
and holiest duties, that thou darest not trust to 
one of them 1 Is the finished righteousness of 
Christ, that in which alone thou desirest to be 
found ? — Ah yes, wretched and for ever ruined 
should I be, were not the righteousness of Jesus 
mine. 

Dost thou then pray and cry for the Holy 
Spirit to quicken, and sanctify, and dwell in thy 
poor, and foolish, and sinful heart? — Ah yes, 
that ia my earnest prayer. I would not quench, 
I would not willingly grieve that holy and 
blessed Spirit. 

Is Jesus lovely ? Dost thou long to see him 
more lovely and glorious still ? Is he fairer to 
thee than the children of men ? If he should 
withdraw his love, would it fill thy soul with 
anguish ? — Ah yes, my life is hid in him. My 
desire is to look for him in every ordinance. I 
cannot see enough of him. O, I cannot I 
him as I ought. 
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Blessed soul ! happy soul ! Let not the Lord 
lose the glory due unto his name in his dealings 
with thee. Remember the mercies, as well as 
the sorrows of the wilderness. Whilst thou 
art mourning after more grace, glorify the 
Lord for what thou hast. Have no more 
hard thoughts of God. Hold fast that thou 
hast, and the Lord himself speak comfortably 
unto thee. 




Who is this that cometh up from the usilden 
leaning upon her beloved? 



The believer, who has an experimental ac- 
quaintance with spiritual things, finds that 
whilst the dispensations of the wilderness make 
him feel his weakness, there is yet abundant 
grace in Jesus to supply him with spiritual 
strength: that whilst he is emptied of self, there 
is fulness in Jesus to replenish him: that if he 
is deprived of the satisfaction he once felt in 
outward things, there are inexhaustible trea- 
sures in Jesus to make him rich indeed : that 
if he feels many bitter sorrows, yet his sorrow 
is turned into joy, and he has a holy peace in 
Jesus. 

Through blessed experience the believer learns 
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that the wilderness is to him a place of 'needful 
conflict to exercise his graces : to streagthen his 
faith, and love, and patience : ^that it is a 
mighty means to endear the Lord Jesus to his 
soul: ^ that it is an argument to assure him of 
the Father's love, and to testify of his effectual 
calling : * that it is a separation to take his heart 
from the world and its ways : and that amidst 
the manifold tribulations with which it is ac- 
companied, yet leaning on the Beloved, ' Ue 
I rejoices with joy unspealiable and full of glory. 
The great desire of the believer is, not merely 
to make open profession of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, ^though that is a most important thing: 
m not merely to let men see by his life that he is 
la devoted follower of the Lord Jesus, 'though 
that must be done: — but the believer's great 
aim and desire is, to seek and to enjoy, from 
day to day, and from hour to hour, a spiritual, 
abiding, and cheering sense of the love and pre- 
sence of the Lord. He finds that all real sorrow 
and misery springs from sin ; and that all real 
enjoyment and blessedness proceeds from being 
pardoned, strengthened, and sanctified through 
an effectual union with Jesus Christ. The 
knowledge and enjoyment of this open heaven 



1 1 Pet. i. 6. 
• Duut. viii. 3. 
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to his mind, and lead him to joys greater than 1 
Eden ever knew. 

The believer is not called to spend his time in J 
poring over the rules of a cold philosophy, or the j 
precepts of a dry morality, wliich can give him | 
neither hope of pardon, nor spiritual life : — Ah I 
no — whilst he is called to the most active holi- 1 
ness, and to seek the most spotless purity, it is I 
the glory of the Gospel that a precious object ofl 
faith is set before him, in whom there is pardon 
for all his sins, and from whom he is supplied 
with strength for the performance of every 
duty, lie is called to rejoice in the Lord Jesus : 
to fix his eyes with stedfast and undeviating 
look on Jesus : and he finds that the sum of J 
all his strength and all his wisdom ia, to lean onm 
Jesus. 

Who is this that cometh up from the viildernessiM 
leaning upon Iter beloved ? — We have in this:! 
scripture the believer's present state, the wilder-] 
ness: the believer's course, comijig up from the i 
wilderness: the believer's spiritual posture, lean~ _ 
ing upon the Beloved. 

Ah, these are no ordinary things, nor such as I 
it but little concerns thy soul to know ! They I 
must be known, and that practically and ex- J 
perimentally, if ever thou wouldst have the J 
slightest hope of entering the heavenly Caneian. 

Through grace the believer finds that his J 
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nature is a wilderness dry and barren, that pro- 
duces no good thing. He finds, to his continual 
sorrow, that he has deadly enemies within, 
carnal lusts and corruptions that war against his 
soul : he goes mourning daily because of the 
oppj'essor, that sinful nature that is continually 
striving ^to bring him into captivity to the law 
of sin. He beholds himself in the glass of God's 
pure and holy law, and he groans and cries over 
Iiis deformity and darkness. O my vain and 
corrupted heart ! my proud and earlhly 
spirit: my carnal affections ! What indifference, 
what sloth, wliat rebellion, what enmity, I find 
there is in that old and corrupted nature which 
yet clings so closely to me! When I would do 
good, evil is present with me : I cannot do the 
things that I would : ^O wretched man that I 
am, who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death ! When the child of God thus looks into 
his heart, he finds continual cause to abhor him- 
self in dust and ashes. He is amazed and 
confounded at the desolations of sin : the blind- 
ness, the hardness, the poverty, the emptiness, 
the deadness be discerns within himself. When 
he considers the deceits, the evil thoughts, the 
sinful imaginations, that are yet swarming within 
and working against his renewed will ; the 
grace that is in him how frequently it seems but 
^ Rom. vii. as. 3 Ibid. a4. 
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ready to die, how weak, aud pale, and sickly 
looks : the spiritual enemies that are engage) 
against him, how powerful, how untiring, how! 
crafty they are : and more sad than all, how- 
ready lie is to league with them against him- 
self! — O he finds by a sad experience of bis own 
weakness and pollution, that his nature is in- 
deed a forlorn and woful wilderness. So he 
finds there is the more necessity to corae up from 
this : to put no confidence in it, to seek no, 
comfort from it. He adores that stupendousj 
wisdom, he rejoices in that mighty love that can 
make such a wilderness, such a desert as this, 
'rejoice and blossom as the rose. That instead 
of the nature which linked him to devils ia 
enmity and corruption, the Spirit has made him 
partaker of the divine nature, opened his eyes 
to discern himself, and strengthened his hands toi 
lay hold of Jesus Clirist, 

And ah, what is the world to the believer but 
a wilderness?— a wilderness abounding, indeed, to 
him, with many blessings : where he is led and 
sustained by a gracious Father's hand : his wants 
supplied, his necessities provided for, with ^mercies 
that are new every morning : he sleeps in mer- 
cies : he is clothed, and fed, and sustained with 
mercies : he lives, and moves, and breathes in 
mercies. — But yet these are merely the comforts', 

' ha. XXXV, I. 5 Lam. iii. Si 
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and provisions of the way : whilst he uses them 

with moderation and thaukfulness as far as he 

I has them, or goes on contentedly without them 

' as far as they have been denied, — he knows that 

*this is not his rest, for it is polluted. He knows 

that all the things around him are vain and 

perishing : that the world is a wilderness and 

I weary land as to the things which concern the 

I Boul : that it has been stained with the blood of 

Jesus, and that it hates his people : that it 

I abounds with briers and thorns : that its friend- 

I ship is enmity against God : and he is often con- 

I strained to cry, *Woe is me, that I sojourn in 

Meshech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar ! — 

It makes a great appearance in the eyes of 

worldly men, but the believer discerns emptiness 

and insufficiency stamped on all which it con- 

I tains. Its loudest laughter and its merriest 

[■ flongs are but as ^the crackling blaze of thorns, 

I that soon expires and ends in smoke and ashes. 

l- — His aim is to go on his way, with his garments 

I closely girt about him, as a stranger and pilgrim 

I to a better and happier land. The unkindness 

r of the world may sometimes draw forth the 

I Christian's tears, but they are blessed drops that 

■ only increase the sweetness of the flowers and 

rtruits of grace. 

The believer is not resting in the wilderness, 
» Miciih ii. 10. ' I's. cxx. 5. s Ecd. vii. 6. 
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but coming up from it. Who is this that cometh up 
from the wilderness ? — It is a soul whom the 
Lord hath savingly awakened to a sense of thei 
supreme importance of spiritual things. It iaM 
not a soul who is neglecting any duty : ah no — 
the believer's aim is to be found active and faith- 
ful in every duty, and in every station, in which 
the Lord may place him, doing all as in the sight 
of an ever-present God. But the wilderness is 
not his rest ; the things of the wilderness cannot J 
satisfy his soul ; the men of the wilderness are J 
no companions for him ; the pursuits and plea- 
sures of the wilderness are poor and unsavoury 
to his taste ; and his desires, and hopes, and 
affections all turn to his heavenly home. J 

The men of this world take a down-hill way : I 
it is the way of the multitude : it is the way of 
the old and young, of the mighty and the mean, 
of the rich and the poor, of the learned and the 
ignorant — of all who have not been effectually 
called by grace, of all who have not stedfastly 
set their faces to go to Zion, of all who are not -J 
leaning on the Beloved. The way the believer m 
has to travel in the wilderness, is not altogether 
pleasant to flesh and blood. It needs neither 
care nor trouble for a man to go surely and 
quietly to hell. He may gratify all his desires, 
and follow all his inclinations: he need never 
trouble himself with prayer, or hearing or read- 
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ing the word of God : if open profaneness does 
not suit his taste, aa much formality as will 
make him accepted in the circle in which he 
moves; as much self-righteousness as will quiet 
his conscience: no godly sorrow for sin, no true 
repentance, no renunciation of all for the sake 
of Christ ; he will have many to applaud him, 
and multitudes to accompany him — ^^but the end 
of these things is death. 

On the other hand, 'strait ia the gate and 
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it. The soul tliat is 
coming up from the wilderness is accounted a 
precise and singular character. There is the 
sneer and the scoff of the unconverted world ; 
the taunts and persecutions of unawakened rela- 
tives : the arguments and suggestions of carnal 
friends : the persuasions of many who are near 
and dear according to the Hesh. He feels all 
the tender infiuences of many a claim upon his 
heart : and at times finds that they possess a 
power 80 constraining, that nature alone could 
never maintain the struggle. But he is in the 
[ hands of one "who will not fail nor be dis- 
icouraged until he bring forth judgment unto 
ryictory. He learns that ^whosoever will live 
I godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution : 

^aom. vi. 21. I Matt. vii. 14. » Isa. xlii. 4. 

5 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
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and his aim is, with a gentleness and holy deter- 
mination of purpose, which the Spirit of God 
alone can give, to set himsell' to the salvation of 
his soul : to break tlirough all opposition : to dis- 
regard the jeers and remoustranceB of the un- 
godly and unconcerned : to indulge iu no sin : 
to perform every duty ; to have no conformity to 
tlie world : to live as becomes a child of God and, 
the heir of an inheritance, incorruptible, 
defiled, and that fadeth not away. 

Now, beloved, what is your life and character] 
in the eight of God? — You call yourself 
Christian. If you are so indeed, you have beei 
'regenerated by the Holy Spirit: you are 
object of the ^everlasting love of God : all your 
sins are for 'ever pardoned in Jesus Christ, and 
you are through him the *adopted heir of ever- 
lasting glory. O then, I ask you solemnly, do 
you know anything about your duties, your pri- 
vileges: the holiness, the dignity of your station? 
— Not know it ! What, no regard for it I AU 
then you are bartering eternity for time : you are 
ruining your own soul : your portion is in this life ; 
you are for living in ease, and security, and for- 
getfulness : for quieting your conscience, and for 
dividing your heart between God and the world I 
Ah, poor self-deceiver, this is not coming up 

> John i. 13. « Eph. i. 4. ^ Hei>. viii, 12. 

* Rom. viii. 17. 
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from the wilderness ! Ah no, in such a state 
there is no salvation. Seek at once the Holy 
Spirit's aid : cry mightily to him to give you 
true repentance, to enable you to forsake every 
unful way, to believe the glorious Gospel, and 
to come for pardon and salvation to Jesus 
Christ. 

But have you already known a saving work ■ 
ifaave you really turned your back on the con- 
tentments and ways of the wilderness as not 
your rest : is it your stedfast aim to seek the hea- 
venly Zion : to walk in the strait and narrow 
way : to depend for righteousness, and strength, 
id peace, on Jesus? — Ah, blessed art thou 
of the Lord : thou hast passed from death unto 
life, and thy inheritance and portion is now 
amongst the chosen of the Lord ! However 
neglected or despised thou mayest be amongst 
men, *thy name stands written in the book of 
Hfe. Thy praise is not of men, but of the living 
rod. Though thy dwelling-place in the wil- 
erness be but poor, and mean, and dreary, yet 
thou hast a mansion in the kingdom. Thine 
blessedness which the world can neither 
ive nor take away : an honour which kings 
innot confer : it casts a shade over all other 
distinctions: it covers the things of the world 
■with contempt. Christ is thine : the Spirit is 
> Luke X. 20. 
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thine : tliou art an adopted child of the God ( 
glory. 

Who h this that cometh up from the wilder- 
ness, leaning upon her Beloved? — Ah, that \s 
the secret of the Christian's life : that is the 
work of the Holy Spirit : that is the saving acti 
of faith. The believer is weak, and therefore 
needs the support of one that is mighty : the 
believer is foolish, and therefore requires the 
guidance of one that ig wise : the believer 
full of fear, and therefore leans on one who 
Beloved. 

1. The believer leans on Jesus for pardon. 
He is made sensible of his innumerable sins, 
the deep pollution of his nature ; of the strict- 
ness, spirituality, and holiness of the law ; of the 
curse and condemnation that follows the least 
transgression ; he Is convinced that there is no 
salvation but in a way of free and undeserved 
grace. ^ He dies to the law ; he dies to every, 
hope and expectation of being saved by it ; he^ 
dies under its curse and condemnation. This is 
the Spirit's work, that the soul may be brought 
to see the glory and excellency that there is in 
Jesus, and to lean on him for pardon. The 
Spirit does not merely make the soul discern 
that there is such pardon through Jesua Christ, 
but infuses an earnest longing, a holy and insa- 
CGnl. ii. 19. 
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liable desire for the possession of it. There is a 
hungering and thirsting that will be satisfied 
with nothing less than a saving interest in 
Jesus Christ, a full and free forgiveness througli 
him. 

Many doubts and fears may distress the mind. 
— Do we fear because God's holy law has been 
broken? — Then it is God's holy law that has 
been perfectly obeyed and fulfilled for us: — 
'Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or 
the prophets : / am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfil. But it was man that sinned ! — And it 
was Man that suffered : ^For since by man came 
death, by Man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. But it is an infinite God that has been 
offended ! — And it is an infinite God that has 
made the satisfaction, and paid the sinner's debt : 
^Awake, O sword, against my Siiepherd, and 
against the Man that is my Fellow, saitk the 
Lord of hosts. — The soul thus discerns the suit- 
ableness and sufficiency of the Lord Jesus, that 
he is in every way fitted and qualified for the 
salvation of the sinner ; hears his gracious words, 
and so comes as guilty to him for pardon : 
expects it, looks for it, in no other way than 
through the finished work of Jesus Christ. 

2. The believer leans on J esua for justification. 
The Spirit convinces the soul of the necessity of 
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having a perfect righteousness, wherein to appej 
before God. The believer weighs h: 
righteousness in the balances of the sanctuary, 
and 'finds it utterly insufficient. He knows it is 
but vain to hope to escape condemnation, if he 
has not something which will meet the approval 
of liim, ^who is of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity. He sees so little of purity or perfection 
in his very best performances, tiiat he cannot but 
reject them all as of no value to this great end. 
But when the Spirit unfolds to him the spotless 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, and shows him 
that * Christ is the end of the law for righteovs- 
ness, to every one that believeth : when he had 
perhaps been long labouring in the fire, and 
spending his money for that which is not bread. 
When the Holy Spirit makes Jesus known 
Iiim in the glory and completeness of bis work. 
shows him that there is that in Jesus that cai 
make him rich for ever, and all to be had freely 
without money and without price ; O when the 
Spirit opens his lips to say, * Surely in the LORD 
have I righteousness and strength ! ^he is like one 
that dreams : his mouth is filled with laughter, 
and his tongue with singing. He reraembei 
the horror and trembling of his soul when 
thought on God : in what refuges of lies 
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vainly endeavoured to seek for escape and peace : 
''but that now being justified by faith, he has 
peace with God through Jesus Christ; 'yea, that 
he may come with a holy boldness to the throne 
of grace throngh the blood of Jesus : his one 
great desire is to honour the Lord Jesus ; to live 
to the glory of his name, and to lean for ever 
upon him for salvation, as the Beloved of his 
soul. 

3. The believer leans upon Jesus for sanctifi- 
cation. A saving faith in the great work of 
redemption, has one continual tendency and one 
invariable result, — to make the soul loathe and 
abhor sin, as the greatest evil : and heartily love 
and earnestly seek holiness as the greatest bless- 
ing. This is the acting of that principle of 
spiritual life which is implanted in the soul by 
the Holy Ghost, when the man is born again. 
This is indeed the Holy Spirit's work, but it is 
the purchase of the blood of Jesus: it is derived 
from hira, it is procured by hira, and as a cove- 
nant blessing it depends ou him. "He shall 
glorify me, saith the Lord, ybr he shall receive of 
mine, and shall show it unto you. Holiness is 
attainable in no other way than by a real and 
effectual union with Jesus Christ. It is one of 
the blessings which is comprehended in the 
fulness of Christ, treasured up for us in him, and 
<"' Rom. V. 1. ' Heb. iv, 16. « Jolm svi. 14. 
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tlirough him conveyed to us by the Spir 
is one of the faithful promises of the gospt 
covenant, that those who are led to Jesus by the 
Holy Spirit for justification, shall no longer be 
left under the dominion of sin, and indiffereot 
to good or evil ; but that they shall be furnished 
with desires, and affections, and powers, for the 
pursuit and practice of holiness : *I will put 
my laws into their hearts, and in their minds 
will I write thera. The believer cannot, and if 
lie could he would not, do the most trivial thing 
to make the glorious work of salvation more 
complete than the blood and righteousness of 
Jesus Christ hath already made it; 'because the 
mere attempt on such a principle, is opposed to 
grace, and derogatory to the perfect work of 
Jesus. Nevertheless, universal obedience is the 
believer's end and aim, his great delight ; holi- 
ness, the believer's great desire ; the mighty 
love of Christ constrains him. Now he finds 
that of himself he has no sufficiency, that with- 
out Christ he can do nothing. lie therefore 
looks to Jesus for all his strength : he leans 
by faith on Jeaus, and seeks continually Iiis— 
assistance to enable him to overcome every c 
ruption, and to perform every duty. 

4. The believer leans upon the Beloved fo]| 
perseverance to the very end. The man whj 
Heb. X. Ifi. 1 Gal. v. 4. 
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knows anything of the plague of hi9 own heart, 
who is sensible of his own utter weakness, and 
who is really in earnest about the welfare of his 
soul, cannot but anxiously inquire how his sal- 
vation is to be accomplished. He knows himself 
so well, and finds by experience that the power 
of his enemies is so great, that he can place no 
reliance on anything which is to be effected by 
himself. He concludes that if some provision 
has not been made for his complete salvation, 
he not only maj/, but surely must, fall short. 
He considers the Lord's gracious dealings with 
his soul. That all have been, not from any 
worth or merit in himself, but from the freest 
grace and the most undeserved love. He goes 
to the faithful word, and it testifies the same : '^I 
have loved thee with an everlasting love, there- 
fore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee. 
Drawn to Jesus by the Holy Spirit out of every 
carnal rest and refuge, out of sin and unbelief, 
drawn with an everlasting love! 'It assures him, 
that he who has begun the good work, will per- 
form it until the day of Jesus Christ. — But I 
forget my Lord at every step ! Every mercy he 
sends me, every trouble, every foolish companion, 
every pleasure, every wandering thought, makes 
me forget my precious Saviour : forget my de- 
pendence, forget my duty, forget my love ! — Ah 
Jer. xxxi. 3. J Phil. i. 6. 
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shame on thee for all thy forgetfulness and all 
thy backslidings 1 *But he will not forget thee! 
He may for a time withdraw the manifestations 
of his love, and chastise thee for thy sins : but 
his faithfulness remains for ever: ^If his chil- 
dren forsake my law, and walk not in my judg- 
ments : if they break ray statutes, and keep not 
ray commandments : then will I visit their 
transgression with the rod, and their iniquity 
with stripes. Nevertheless my loving-kindneas 
will I not utterly take from hira, nor suffer my 
faithfulness to fail. My covenant will I no^j 
break, nor alter the thing that ia gone out 
my lips. 

In every part of the believer's spiritual pro- 
gress, his wisdom is to lean in faith upon Jesus 
Christ. He leans upon the Beloved as the 
Mediator, through whom alone he has access to 
God : as the Gr&at High Priest, who by one 
offering hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified. He leans upon Jesus as the King, 
who will subdue all his enemies, and give him 
the victory over sin and death. He leans upon 
Jesus as the Counsellor, in whom are all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge : as the 
Physician, who has a remedy for every disease: 
as the Friend, which sticketh closer than a hi 
ther : as the Bridegroom, who by the Hoi 
* Isa. slix. 15. " Ps. Jxxxix. 30, 
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Spirit will unite him in a mystical and inse- 
parable union to himself. 

Now, brethren, what say your hearts to these 
things? — Nothing less than coming up from the 
wilderness leaning upon tlie Beloved, can give 
you an entrance into life. Ah, how is it with 
you in the sight of Almighty God ? We are 
not speaking of names and forms — we are 
speaking of heart-work, of that on which the 
salvation of the soul depends. The Lord forbid 
that 1 should ever be concerned in that base and 
accursed trade '^of building up unconverted souls 
with lying hopes, and daubing them over with 
untempered mortar, speaking peace, peace, where 
■there is no peace! — Ah no, witliout an effectual 
ork of the Spirit in the iieart : without a lively 
faith in Jesus Christ: without true repentance : 
ithout love for God : without real holiness of 
heart and life — there is no salvation. Ah, 
leceive not yourselves : nothing less than a 
rtfelt experience of these things can give you 
ly well-grounded hope of eternal life. O, how 
is it with you in the sight of God ? Is your 
religion anything like the religion of the Bible? 
— Think not that the dead and cold-hearted 
formality of the multitudes around us, is any- 
thing like the spiritual, self-denying, uncom- 
promising service of the Lord ! Ah no, there is 
^ Ezck. xiii. 10. 
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no middle path, 'no fellowship between righte- 
ousness and unrighteousness : no communion 
between light and darkness I , 

O have you considered and felt the love andJ 
sweetness that there is in Jesus 1 No interest, 
no worth is necessary to introduce the most 
guilty sinner to his boundless mercy. A sense 
of guilt, a deep feeling of helplessness and un- 
worthiness, an earnest desire for pardon, are the 
Spirit's leadings to Jesus Christ. Ah, dearest 
Lord Jesus, the empty vessel, tlie broken heart, 
the contrite spirit, is thy chosen dwelling ! 

But says some poor doubting soul, tossed with' 
tempest, and not comforted : I want support. I 
want no daubing, but I want real gospel consola-i 
tion. — Then you shall have a little balm from 
the word of God, and may the "Blessed Spirit 
himself apply it to the comfort of your soul. 

Take Isaiah Iv. 7. Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts,) 
and let him return unto the Lord, and he will' 
have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. — The mercy of God in 
Jesus Christ is, like all his attributes, infinite, 
it knows no bounds : be thy sins never so many, 
aggravated and deadly in guilt ; thy heart never 
so hard and void of feeling ; — yet all can giv&J 
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way before the boundless mercy of Almighty 
God, poured out in Jesus. He will have mercy, 
he will abundantly pardon. 

Are your sins great? — The greater your sins, 
the more you need the Saviour : the more dan- 
gerous the disease, the more you need the 
Physician. The Lord Jesus is just as able and 
just as willing to forgive one million sins as one. 
Whatever thy sins, the blood of Jesus far ex- 
ceeds them all. And this moment the Lord 
Jesus may be thine for ever. He who believes 
most simply and firmly in Jesus Christ, is he 
who triumphs most over sin and Satan. There 
ia but one way to be effectually rid of the guilt 
and pollution of sin. Believe in Jesus. Lean 
on him. It is not by doubting and complaining 
that any spiritual work will thrive, but only by 
leaning on Jesus. Hear of him, read and search 
of him, pray to him. Meditate on the precious 
names of Jesus Christ : they are all to set 
forth some of his powers, his perfections, his 
gloi'ies. ^The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower, the righteous runneth into it, and is safe. 

But I want true repentance : I am not humbled 

enough: I am not sick enough of sin : I am not 

. . Stay, stay, you want, in reality, something 

J make you worth)/ in coming to Jesus : you want 

3 have a little of the glory of your own salvation : 

B Prov. xviii. 10. 
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you forget that the things you want are gospel 
graces. — Nay, come as one who has not a single 
good quality, not even repentance, not evi 
a hearty desire for JeBus : come as the vili 
sinner that ever lived. — Ah, I am indeed a vile 
and unworthy sinner! 'Then this is a faith- 
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jeeus came into the world to save sinners. 
Day by day, perhaps, you endeavour to pour 
out your soul in prayer, and still you wander 
and you feel as heavy and as dead as a stone i* 
and you rise up dull and uncomfortable, and 
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feel neither spiritual joy, 
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Ah yes, and what am I to do? — Do as the 
believer in the third chapter of this Song — seek 
the Beloved. Do as the poor woman in Matt. 
XV. Slie got many sharp rebukes iu coming to 
Jesus : the Lord at first took no notice of tier : the 
disciples entreated only that she might be sent 
away : at last, the Lord told her the children's 
bread was too good for dogs ; — but ah, read that 
blessed scripture, read that precious word, 
woman, great is thy faith, be it unto thee even 
thou wilt ! 

Have you no faith, no grace, is all dead ? 
Cry mightily to him I Loose not your hold of 
Jesus ! The more the waves roar, the more the 
wind rises, tlie more the darkness increases, thw 
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closer cling to Jesus ! Did he ever cast off a poor 
perishing soul? — What, no comfort! 'Come now, 
and let us reason together, saitli the Lord ; though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow : though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool. Ah, is there nothing precious, 
nothing sweet and comforting in such words as 

I these, and all yea and amen in Jesus Christ? 
O come up then from the wilderness, lean upon 
the Beloved ! — But I am afflicted, I want com- 
fort : — Lean on the Beloved. 
^O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and 
not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones 
■with fair colours, and thy foundations with sap- 
phires. 1 will make thy windows agates, and 
ihy gates carbuncles, and all thy borders of 
pleasant stones. No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper; and every tongue 
that shall rise against thee in judgment thou 
shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the 
servants of the Lord, and their righteousness 
Lis of me, saith the Lord. 
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Isaiah xliv. 3. 

/ will pour water upon him that is thirst?/, and 
floods upon the dry ground : I will pour my 
Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon 
thiTie offspring. J 

When Almighty God, in the unfathomable 
depths of his love and wisdom, designed the 
recovery of ruined man, he purposed to accom- 
plish the gracious and glorious work by twa 
great means. First, by giving the Son to taki 
upon him our nature, to obey and suffer for i 
therein : and secondly, by sending the Holyj 
Spirit, to render all that Christ has done antti 
suffered for us, applicable and effectual to thai 
salvation of our souls. 

The immediate promises, types, and pro-1 
phecies, of the Old Testament dispensation,, 
relate to the coming of the Son of God in the| 
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flesh : the distiaguishiiig glories and blessings 
promised to believers consequent to that great 
event, refer to the manifestation of the person, 
ofl&ces, and work of the Holy Ghost. 

In this scripture an abundant efi'usion of the 
Spirit is promised to the Christian Church. 
First, under the 'usual emblem of water : / will 
pour water upon him that is thirsty. Being 
made truly sensible of spiritual need, and ear- 
nestly desirous of something better than creature 
satisfactions, the gracious declaration promises 
a supply of spiritual blessings to the refreshment 
of the soul. — Is that soul barren, and fruitless, as 
the dry ground where there is no water? — there 
is an enlargement of the promise :— floods of 
grace are spoken of : and fioods upon the dry 
ground. Then there is an explanation, and con- 
firmation of the gracious and glorious blessings 
to be conferred, in the plainest and most com- 
prehensive language: I will pour my Spirit upon 
thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring. 
An expression comprising all the sovereign and 
undeserved mercy of him, by whom the promise 
is made : including all the gifts and graces 
■which proceed from the Holy Spirit communi- 
■cated : and accompanied with all the quickening, 
sanctifying, and refreshing influences, which 
evidence his presence and his power. 

These promises were strikingly fulfilled, imme- 
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diately after the ascension of our blessed Lord, 
in that abundant 'effusion of the Holy Spirit 
wliicb took place on the day of Pentecost. They 
are doubtless to have a more complete fulfil- 
ment, in that happy and glorious state which 
yet awaits the Christian Church, when 'the; 
knowledge of the Lord shall fill the earth, as the 
waters cover the sea. But they have also a. 
most important reference, and in immediate 
connexion with ourselves, to those operations 
which are carried on by the Holy Spirit in our 
souls, and upon which our salvation depend; 

To accomplish the salvation of any soul, threi 
things concur. *The electing love of God : *th) 
finished work of Jesus Christ : and "^the effectual 
operations of the Holy Spirit. The work of the 
Holy Spirit in the heart is tlie first thing in the 
covenant of grace of which the soul has any ex- 
perimental and saving knowledge. By his power' 
the principle of spiritual life is implanted in ua i> 
our attention is aroused to the importance 
spiritual things : we mourn witli a godly sorrow 
for sin : we are emptied of self, and brought to 
Jesus, as made to us of God, ' wisdom and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.t 
And so it is through the Spirit alone that we can- 
become new creatures in Jesus Christ, disposed, 
and enabled, to do the will of God. 
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Through the Spirit of God alone, all mercy 
and grace is dispensed to men : and we have 
beeo solemnly assured by ^the Lord himself, that 
if there be not an effectual work of the Spirit in 
our heart, we cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. It cannot tlien fail to be for our spiritual 
profit, to consider something of the being and 
operations of the Holy Spirit, as revealed to us 
in the word of God, and as experienced by us in 
our hearts : and it ought to be, at all times, our 
fervent desire and aim, to acquire not merely a 
correct, but a spiritual and practical acquaint- 

ce with his covenant offices in our behalf. 

In the first place, there is a distinct recognition 
of the divine essence, and distinct personality of 
the Holy Spirit, in the form of christian bap- 
tism. Our Lord commands his disciples: *Go 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Now there can be nothing less 
intended here, than an express acknowledgment 
of the being and authority of God the Father, 
and a very solemn dedication to his service. 
The same may be said respecting God the Son ; 
and the same manifestly follows respecting God 
the Holy Ghost : — that we own his being, sub- 
mit to his authority, are devoted to his service, 
and worship him as God. He who thus claims 
our faith, and obedience, and worship, equally 
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with God the Father and with God the Son, 
Jiimself be nothing less than God. We tliei 
fore own him to he God the Holy Ghost. Nai 
can we suppose him to be any other than thi 
true and living God, without supposing that oui 
Lord taught us to adore something that is not 
God ; — in the same solemn act too, in which he 
taught us to acknowledge, and worship God thi 
Father, and God the Son ; — this is not possible 
' / am Jehovah : that is my name : and my glory 
Willi not give to another. We may be assured then 
that the Holy Spirit is, together with the Father 
and the Son, The Lord Jehovah, and as such 
be worshipped, and glorified, by every creature. 

Again, the same distinguishing names am 
titles are given continually in the word of Go( 
to the Holy Ghost, as belong to no other than 
Almighty God. 

He is called Lord, as by the apostle in writinj 
to the 'Corinthians : where, after discoursingj 
of the ministrations of the Spirit, and the bless-1 
ing and privileges of those effectual influences, 
by which we are brought to a saving knowledge 
of the Gospel, he says : J)fow the Lord is that 
Spirit. But we all, with open face beholding a& 
in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed intoi 
the same image from glory to glory, even as 'byi 
the Lord the Spirit. So also the Lord of Host 
' Isa. xlii. 8. '2 Cor. iii. ' 
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speaking to the prophet, said : ''Go, and tell this 
people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not: and 
see ye indeed, but perceive not, &e. Now he who 
spake tliese words, was no other than the Lord 
of hosts, for the prophet saw his glory, and 
heard the voice of the seraphim crying, Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts : the. whole earth 
is full of his glory. But in Acts xxviii, 35, the 
apostle expressly applies tliis to the Holy Spirit, 
citing these very words, according to the trans- 
lation of the Seventy, and saying : Well spake 
the Holy Ghost, by Esaias the prophet. The 
prophet says that the Lord of hosts spoke to 
him, and the apostle declares that this was no 
other than the Holy Ghost. 

So tlie Holy Ghost is called God. Plainly 
and expressly in Acta v. 3, Peter said, Ananias, 
why hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost? Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto 
God. To lie to the Holy Spirit then, ia not to 
lie unto man, because the Holy Spirit is not 
man — it is nothing else but to lie unto God, 
because the Holy Spirit is indeed truly God. 
Had it been otherwise, the apostle would have 

*lBa. vi. 9. I])sa verba di\it Johannes dixissc Esaiam, ct 
majeslatem e! Filii apparuisse eviileotissime revelavit : Paulus 
autemSpiritunilia^cdixissc memoravit : Undeigilurista diver- 
sitas? D i vers itas quid cm verborum non eensuum est. Nam 
licet diversa dixerint, nullus erravit, quia et Pater videtur in 
Fiiio, et FiliuB videtur in Spintu.—Ambros. ih Sp. S. iii. S2. 
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said, Thou hast not Ued unto man, nor to the 
Holy Ghost, but to God. Now instead of this, 
he first points out the sin, lying to the Holy 
Ghost : and then the sinfulness of it, lying 
unto God. 

The name Jehovah is also applied to the Holy 
Spirit.^ It is well known that this glorious, 
name is the peculiar and incommunicable nai 
of the Most High, and that it never is appli 
to any other : that it caniiot be used of any 
created being, because it denotes an underived, 
self- existent, infinite, and eternal essence. This 
will be seen from the literal meaning of the 
word, given by the apostle in the message to 
the seven churches ; ^Grace be unto you, 
peace, from him which is, and which was, 
which is to come. Now there is but one Jehovah 
'Hear, O Israel: Jehovah our God is one Jeho- 
vah : and so this sacred name, applied to tlie 
Holy Spirit, declares that he is, with God the 
Father and God the Son, One, equal in the 
essential and infinite perfections of Almigh) 
God. To consider then but one of the mai 
instances to be found in the word of God ; — ' 
read, Isa. Ixiii. 14, that the Spirit of Jehovah h 
the people of Israel, caused them to rest, 

> This would also appear from tlie preceding proofs i 
his being called iORZ). 
' Rev. i. 4. ^ Deut. vi. 4. 
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made himself a glorious name : and that the 
Israelites ^rebelled, and vexed his Holy Spirit. 
Now we are told, Deut. xxxii. 12, that Jehovah 
alone did lead them, and there was no strange 
God with them. Again, in Num. xiv. 11, we 
read, that Jehovah said unto Moses, How long 
will this people provoke me f And so too in Ps. 
Ixxviii. 56, they are said to have tempted and pro- 
voked the Most High God. From this alone then 
it must be manifest that the Holy Spirit is ex- 
pressly styled Jehovah, the Most High God. 

That the Holy Spirit is not an attribute or 
operation of God the Father, will be evident if 
we consider, that his distinct personality is 
clearly manifest from several scriptures. 

1. From distinct and visible appearances. In 
Matt. iii. 16, we read of a distinct manifestation 
of the three Sacred Persons, at one time and 
place : the voice of the Father was heard, This 
is my beloved Son : the Lord Jesus came up out 
of the Jordan ; and the Holy Spirit in a ' bodily 
shape descended from heaven and lighted upon 
him. Now it cannot be supposed tliat an attri- 
bute or operation could be manifest in this way, 
assume a visible form, and descend in a visible 
manner : these are personal actions, never 
ascribed to powers or qualities : therefore, this 

Blsa. Ixiii. 10. 

' Luke iii. S2 ; moiiarini^ ftctt, iiie'i atpivTtpdy, 



180 



THE HOLT SPIRIT. 



sufficiently proves him to be a distinct person. 
Again, on the day of Pentecost, he visibly de- 
scended on the apostles, in the likeness of fire : 
'there appeared unto them cloven tongues, like 
as of fire, and it sat upon each of them : with 
other manifestations of liis power and glory. 
So that if he were not a distinct person of the 
Godhead, he would not have been made kno' 
to us by these distinct and visible appearances, 

2. He is not an attribute, bnt a Person, to 
whom divine and personal attributes are as- 
signed. He is eternal in his being ; and so the 
Lord Jesus Christ is said, ^through the eternal 
Spirit, to have offered himself without spot to 
God. — He is omnipresent : *\Vhither shall I 
from thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee froi 
thy preaence'! — Omniscience is another of hi 
divine perfections : *The Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea the deep things of God. To searclij 
all things is a scriptural expression, settii 
forth the extent of his knowledge, and that 
must be an intelligent agent : wliilst his sean 

^ Acta ii. 3 ; Sia/iepil^dfi^yai yXHrrirai lairci Trvpic, eWOioS 
i^' em fKavTov ouVwc. Personarum vero est, noii 
butorum aut accidentiura, visibiles species assumere, el 
vel cum, vel sub ejusmodi formU appnrere. Textu§ 
Teste distinguit Spiritum a donis : Cceperunt loqui 
linguis, prout Spiritus ille Saoctus, quo erant repleti, 
illiE loqui. — TurreAni Tkeol. Iv. 1. 

» Ileb, IK. 14. * Pa. cxxjiU. 7. = I Cor. ii. 



to 

m 



THE HOLY SPIRIT. lol 

iug; the deep things of God shows hira to be 
distiDct from God himself: and lieing said in 
*the same place to know these mysteries, at once 
raises him above all created beings, and shows 
him to be the infinite and omniscient God. — He 
is also said to be omnipotent : as where ^the pro- 
phet declares by a strong interrogation that he 
is Almighty, and that there is no limitation of 
his power : Is the Spirit of the Lord straitened? 
Again, he acts in a personal manner, as one who 
baa a distinct and personal will. "If I go not 
away, saith our Lord, the Comforter will not 
come unto you : but if I depart, I will send him 
unto you : and when he is come, be will reprove 
the world of sin, and righteousness, and of 
judgment : — denoting acts of his will, as well as 
matters of promise. And so, after enumerating 
several of his gifts and operations, the apostle 
says, ^But all these worketh thut one and the self- 
same Spirit, dividing to every man severally 
as he will. 
^^Ln 3. He has personal appellations : he is styled 
^^Bthe Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

^^E' 1 Cor. 1 1. T Micah ii. 7. 

^^^^ ■ Quid est ergo. Nisi ego abiero, Paracletus non veniet? 
Nisi carnis preesentia vestris subtrahaCur aspectibus, spi- 
ritualis gratiie plenitudinem occupata mens non admitttt, 
non recipit animus, non capit affectus. — Bern, in Ascen. 
iJoni. V. 12. 8 1 Cor. xii. li. i Isa. xi. 2. 
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Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knoi 
ledge, and of the fear of the Lord. lie is calli 
'a Comforter, which is the name of a pei 
and of one vested with an office : another * Cc 
forter to distinguish him from God the Son, who 
is a Comforter, and indisputably a Person. Our 
Lord speaks of the Holy Spirit, as one sent by 
the Father, in his name: *But the Comforter, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
ray name, he shall teach you all things. Our 
Lord promises that he would send the Holy 
Spirit : that he would be the teacher, guide, and 
leader of his people : and that he should hear, 
and speak, and receive of Christ, and show it 
unto them. ■ 

4. The immediate care and government of W^ 
Christian Church has been committed peculiarly 
to the Holy Spirit. Regeneration is his especial 
work: spiritual life ia his especial gift. "Tb*. 
work of sanctification too belongs to him ; 
Christian holiness, and the exercise of evi 
grace, proceeds from him. Without him, all oi 
endeavours would be utterly ineffectual ; indeet 
without him, we should neither endeavour m 



2JoIin xiv, 26. 

* John xiv. 2G. 6 ti ^ 
6 Ttiji'itt 6 flarijp ev Tip ii 
iruiTCi. Empliatice, to Tlr 
masciilino rVeri-oi;. 
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desire at all : our state would be that which is 
intended by the expression, ^ having not the 
Spirit. His office is to bring souls effectually 
to Jesus Christ as the foundation, the rock, 
on which he lays every stone of the spiritual 
Church. He also qualiiies and appoints persons 
to minister in the Church of Christ, and claims 
their services. So we read, Acts xiii. 2, that as 
they ministered unto the Lord and fasted, the 
Holy Ghost said, ''Separate (unto) me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them. The Holy Spirit here speaks as the Great 
and Sovereign God ; there is choice and wisdom 
displayed, he called them to the ministry. 
He demands their services : he refers to him- 
self as the object of them : the honour is to 
belong to him, separate unto me. He furnished 
them with ability for the work : he commanded 
them to be set apart by the Church, that they 
might be owned therein : and they go forth 
with his power and blessing : So they, being sent 
forth by the Holy Ghost, departed. And the 
same acts of authority and superintendence are 
spoken of respecting ordinary ministers : "Take 
heed to yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you over- 
seers. 

5. Divine worship is paid to the Holy Spirit. 
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Our Lord liiraself teaclies us tliis : — "^Pray ye the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest. We have already 
seen that the government and superintendence 
of the Christian Church has heen committed to 
the Holy Spirit ; he is therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, and to him we are taught to address our 
prayers. Accordingly, the apostle desires the 
blessing of tlie Holy Spirit to rest upon the 
Church, iu a form which is an act of solemn 
worship: 'Tiie grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. 

Numerous other testimonies and arguments 
might be adduced from the word of God, to the 
same purpose, respecting the Holy and Blessed 
Spirit : but from the few we have considered, it 
must he clearly evident that the Holy Spirit 
is a divine, distinct, and self-existent Person, 
infinite in all his attributes: that he is also, 
with the Father and the Son, One, God over all, 
blessed for evermore. Therefore we do not 
liesitate to say, that such as the Fathei- is, such is 
the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost : the glory 
equals and the majesty co-eternal. 

s Luke X. 2. 

' 2 Cor. xiii. 14 ; Eo also, Rev. i. 4, 5. Prayer 
dressed immediately to tlie Holy Spirit, Cant. iv. ' 
Ezek. xxxvii. 9. 
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What the blessings are, which are promised 
in this scripture, under the emblem of water, 
and floods of water, will appear if we consider 
that by nature 'we are all in a state of spiritual 
darkness and spiritual death, utterly destitute of 
the least spark of spiritual life : and that so we 
all continue, until by tlie mighty power of the 
Holy Spirit, we are born again : that is, until the 
principle of spiritual life has been imparted to us 
hy the Holy Ghost. A complete change of 
i^ature then takes place : the sinner is then 
Ibrought from a state of wrath to a state of grace, 
from darkness to light, from death to life, from 
enmity against God to favour and reconciliation 
with liim. 'Without this change the fairest 
appearances and tlie most shining qualities are 
lUtterly worthless, as to the salvation of the soul ; 

id but the effects of the providence of God, 
ordering all things for his own glory, and for 
'the welfare of those who are heirs of eternal 



There can be no holiness in any unregenerate 
Rperson : *the carnal mind is enmity against God, 
it is not subject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can it be. However restrained by edu- 
cation, however modified by moral principles, 
the carnal mind is enmity against God. Witliout 
spiritual regeueration there can be no salvation. 
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The determination of our Lord Jesua Christ is 
express and positive : *Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. 

In this work, the natural and carnal means 
of flesh and blood, and the will of man, are 
altogether excluded: ^it is the Spirit that quick- 
eneth, thejtesh profiieth nothing. 'It originates 
ill, and is bestowed according to, the sovereign 
and eternal purposes of God : only for the sake 
of the meritorious suff'erings, the perfect and 
finished righteousness of Jesus Christ: accom- 
plished alone by the powerful, victorious, and 
effectual working of the Holy Ghost. 

^Whatever reverence we may have for the 
outward sign and symbol of this work, as an 
ordinance instituted by Christ himself: however 

* John iii. 5. « Id. vi. 63. 7 1 Pet. i. 2. 

B Que mad mod urn Spiritu Sancto et igni baptizare, est Spi- 
ritum Sanctum coofetre, qui in regeneratione ignis oSiciun) 
naturamque liabet : ita renasci aqua et Spiritu, nihil aliiid 
est quam vim illam SpirituB recipere, quie in anima id facit, 
quod aqua in corpore. Scio alios aliter interpretari: sed 
hunc esse gerraanum seosum non dubito. Quainquam de 
spiritualibus donis lioc intelligi certum est, si htcc Bap- 
tisnium sequuntur, adeptus sum quod volo : et omissis 
cavillis, tenenda est simplex interpretatio, neminem donee 
renovatus fuerit aqua viva, hoc est, S/jiritu, posse ittffredi in 
regnwni Dei. — Calv. Inst. IV. xvi, § 25. 
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forcibly it may represent to us the desigOj and 
nature, of the renewing of the Holy Gliost: or 
however it may serve to strengthen and confirm 
our faith, as the seal affixed — yet, O let ua never 
forget that mere forms and names, yea, that the 
lioliest ordinances are, of themselves, of no avail 
in the sight of God. In a work so solemn, 
which involves the eternal welfare of the soul, 
let us rememher that, without the Spirit, all 
is but lost and worthless : that if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. If 
the Holy Spirit be indeed the Author of the 
*ork, it will be evident by the possession of a 
liiew and living principle within, extending its 
influence through all the powers and affections of 
the inner man, and through all the purposes and 
actions of the life and conduct. This principle 
of spiritual life the Holy Spirit alone can give. 
To him the whole efficacy of the work, from first 
io last, belongs. Without the agency of the 
bly Spirit, we shall find that corruptions 
,nnot be subdued and mortified : that a holy 
«onformity to the will of God cannot be either 
acquired or sustained. So the promise in the 
iGospel Covenant is, ^I will put my Spirit within 
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and 
ye shall keep my judgments and do them. 
There cannot be the slightest pretension to holi- 
3 Esek. xsxvi..27. 
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nesa in the aiglit of God, unless it thus proceeds 
from the peculiar and especial influence of the 
Holy Ghost. 

That the Holy Spirit thus regenerates, quick- 
ens, supports, and guides every child of God, is 
a truth, so frequently and so plainly asserted, 
and 80 universally and invariably experienced, 
that it must be evident to every one who knows 
anything experimentally of spiritual things. 
And yet there is no truth, important and awful 
as are its consequences, that is more slighted, 
despised, and scorned by the world than this. 

The apostle says, 'Ye are not in the flesh, but 
in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwell in you. He exhorts "us to examine our- 
selves in this as a fundamental article of faith, 
and proposes a searching question: ^ Know ye 
not that ye are the temple of God, and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you? — He seems 
amazed, he does not suppose it possible, that a 
Christian could be ignorant of the indwelling 
and operations of such a guest as the Spirit of 
God. By the mighty power of the Spirit, the 
believer was first quickened to spiritual life : his 
eyea were opened to the evil and guilt of sin : 
he saw himself the enemy of God, by the cor- 
ruption of his nature, and by the desperate 
wickedness of his own heart and life. The Spirit 
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brought him effectually to God through Jesus 
Christ: through the Blessed and Holy Spirit, 
he has indeed *tasted that the Lord is gracious ; 
his soul and body have felt his quickening, sanc- 
tifying, and gladdening influences — and is it 
possible that he can be ignorant of these tilings ? 
Though harassed by corruptions, though dis- 
turbed by the wants and sufferings of the body, 
and by outward things, still his soul turns with 
earnest desire, with humble confidence, and with 
holy joy, to the blessed and unfailing influences 
of the Holy Ghost. He is, he feels, he knows 
himself to be, the heir of eternal life ; 'Me Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God ; and if children, then heirs : 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ. And 
then, O then it is that the believer, unworthy 
and worthless as he is in himself, knows and 
rejoices that Jesits is his indeed, that he died 
for him, that through him he is for ever justified 
and set free from all his sins : and so he ia 
assured, from the faithful word, that *he was 
chosen in Clirist before the foundations of the 
world were laid, that he is an object of the 
eternal love of God, that the everlasting arms 
are under hira, that his portion is safely laid up 
ius, and that 'when Christ, who is our life, 



* Horn. viii. Ifi. 
'Col. iii.4. 
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shall appear, tlien shall we also appear with hia 
in glory. 

Ah, eaith the profane, the worldly-minded, the 
merely nominal profeaaor, the cold formalist, 
when we speak of the mighty influences of 
the Spirit, of spirituality of affections, of the 
fellowship and consolations of the Spirit, of being 
led by the Spirit — ah, saith such a one, these 
spiritual doings, and these spiritual delights, are 
but the fancies of fanatics, they are but the 
dreams of weak and foolish persons who are too 
religious. — Is it so? poor blind and deluded 
worldling, poor self-righteous formalist I Is it 
so? Then what becomes of the word of the _ 
true and living God? — Is that a fancy, is thai 
a dream ? 

The word of God says, that ^except a man be 
bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of God : 
you say that it is a fancy to feel and know we 
live. The word of God says, that "the Spirit is 
effectually given to us, 'to turn us from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan to God; but J 
3'ou account it a fancy to irapute a saving change I 
to such a work. The Holy Spirit is said *to f 
lead the child of God : but you look upon I 
seeking and following the motions of the Spirit,, J 
as no better than a delusion. The Lord JesiuJ 
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promised the Holy Spirit as a Comforter to 
abide with us for ever : even the Spirit of Truth, 
to 'lead us into the knowledge of all truth : 
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth 
him not, neither kuoweth him : hut ye know 
him : for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you. *Hereby we know that he abideth in us 
by the Spirit, which he hath given us. — But yet, 
we are to say nothing of, we are to feel nothing 
of, we are not to rejoice in, the joys which the 
Spirit gives. 

Is there then no spiritual life ? Are there 
then no spiritual joys?— Ah yes beloved, there 
are joys, as well as sorrows, with which a stran- 
ger intermeddleth not : and the believer cannot 
be ignorant of tl»em, he knows them, he has 
experienced them, he rejoices in them. He does 
not pretend to any fresh revelations ; all his 
enlightenings, all his quickeuings, are according 
to the written word, none are ever contrary to 
that: for the Spirit works not ordinarily without 
the word : but without the Spirit the word is 
dead. O it is a blessed thing then, to feel the 
Spirit in the heart, and to find the Spirit in the 
word. Tiiis is the way in which tliat effectual 
change is wrought, which constitutes tlie work 
of grace. This is the way in which the believer 
knows experimentally, that the Holy Spirit is 
1 John ii. 20. * IJ. iii. 24. 
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the Great and Sovereign God, for whom nothing 
is too hard. In this way the Spirit teaches and 
instructs the believer in the knowledge of him- 
self, and of the glory and all-sufficiency of Jesus 
Christ. 

''After that ye believed, says the Apostle, ye 
were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise. 
Where the Holy Spirit is spoken of not only 
83 the Spirit promised to believers, but as 
the Spirit whose office is to open, confirm, 
and assure to believers the glorious promises of 
the gospel covenant : setting them forth to us 
not only as free and sure, as yea and amen in 
Jesus Clirist, but discovering to us our own *par- 
ticular and certain interest iu them. In various 
other scriptures the Spirit is promised to believers 
as a ' sealing Spirit ; and whatever may be the 
use of sealing among ourselves, we shall find the 
same implied in the Holy Spirit's work. If 
sealing make an impression : — the believer hath 
the image and superscription of his king ; men 
take note of him that he hath been with Jesus: 
^the nevv man, after God, is created in righte- 
ousness and true holiness. If it be for dis- 
tinction :— ^Christians are a chosen generation, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar 
people. And however they may be scorned by 
the world, 'the foundation of God standeth sure, 

3 Eph. i. 13. fl Gal. ii. 20. 7 Cant. iv. 12. 

8 Eph. iv. 24. 9 1 Pet. ii. 9. ■ 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
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having this seal, The Lord hnoweth them that are 
his. If it be for appropriation :■ — -^the Loi'd hath 
set apart hira that is godly for himself : this is not 
our work, but tlie work of the Spirit, "Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you. Is it for pre- 
servation ? — believers are the Lord's sealed ones. 
None can do them good without benefit to him- 
self, none can injure thera without danger : 
*Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed is 
he that curseth thee. 

Ah happy soul ! ^He that dwelletli in the 
secret place of the Most High, shall abide under 
the shadow of the Almighty. A thousand shall 
fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right 
hand : but it shall not come nigh thee. Thine is 
a secret work ! Christian, thy riches are hidden 
riches ! thy life is hid with Christ in God ! thy 
manna is a hidden manna I thy name is a new 
name, which no man knoweth, saving he that 
receiveth it! 

O well may the believer rejoice in his expe- 
rience and confidence in the Holy and Blessed 
Spirit's work ! ^JYow he which stablhheth ua 
with you in Christ, and hath aiwinted us, is God: 
who hath sealed us, and given its the earnest of the 
Spirit in our hearts. 
_Ah, how can any one speak peace to himself, 

»B. iv. 3. » John xv. 16. * Geu. xii. 3. 

sPh. xci. 1. 2 Cor. i. 21, 
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and be practically a stranger to the Person and 
offices of God the Holy Ghost ! Ah, rest not 
till you are assured on good and scriptural 
grounds that the Spirit of God is indeed dwell- 
ing in you! ''Know ye not, that ye are the 
teinple of God, and that the Sjnrit of God 
dwelleth in you! Ah rest not then, in any doubt- 
ful imaginations, presumptions, or uncertainties, 
about a matter of such tremendous consequence; 
but honestly seeli to know whether the Holy 
Spirit has yet indeed been poured out upon you. 
Examine yourself J labour for the knowledge of 
it, and judge yourself by the infallible marks and 
signs you will find in the faithful word of God. 
If we know not this, we know not whether we 
liave any part in Christ : for ^the Holy Spirit is 
the bond of union between us and Jesus. No, 
we know not that we are justified, unless we 
know whether we have "that faith in the Lord 
Jesus, which is the operation of the Holy Ghost. 
We know not whether we are the children of 
God, unless we know that we have received 'the 
Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father. No, we know not whether we even 
pray at all, unless we know that the Spirit of 
grace and supplication has been poured out 
upon us, ^to help our infirmities, to teach us 
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how to pray, and to make intevcession for us 
with those groaiiings that cannot be uttered. 
Without this Holy ^Witness in ourselves, we 
cannot know whether the religion we profess be 
truth or error : for he is the Great Teacher, the 
Spirit of illumination, the promised Guide, who 
alone can lead iis into a saving knowledge of the 
truth. He is the Great and only True Com- 
forter, from whom alone any solid consolations 
come: and not to know whether we are indeed 
the subjects of his effectual and saving influences, 
whether he indeed dwelleth in us,^-ia to be 
ignorant of our true spiritual state, and regard- 
less of all that concerns the eternal welfare of 
our souls. 

It is a solemn truth that the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the heart is just aa necessary for the 
salvation of the soul, as the work that was 
finished on the cross ; and that no man, how- 
ever wise or learned he may be, knows really 
one tittle more of spiritual things, than as 
he himself experiences them, or is practically 
and experimentally taught them by the Holy 
Ghost. 

O then, if you desire wisdom for any spiritual 
work; if you desire to make a sanctified use of 
the comforts or sorrows of this life ; if you desire 
to overcome sin, or to obey from the heart the 
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whole will of God : if you desire to enjoy peace 
in believing, and the sweetness of a living union 
with Jesus : O if you would know any real 
comfort in life, or desire any light and peace in 
death — seek earnestly, prize highly, cherish care- 
fully, the promised and blessed influences of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Adesto Sancte Spiritus, et paraclcsim tuam exspectan- 
tibuB illabere ccelitus: aanctifica templum corporiB nostri, 
et consecra in habitaculum tuum : desiderantes te aairaaB 
tua pra^sentJa Icctifica : dignam te habitatore dotnum com- 
poiie: adoma tbalatnum tuum, et quietia tuje reclinatorium 
circumda varietatibuB virtutum : sterne pavimenta pig- 
mentiB; niteat mansio tua cnrbunculis flammels, et gera- 
manim aplendoribus ; et omnium cbarismaCum intrinsecus 
Spirent odoraraenta ; affaCini balsam! liquor fragrantia sua 
cubiculum tuum imbuat, et abigens inde quidquid tabidum 
est, quidquid corruptelfle seminarium, stabile et perpeluuK^ — 
jioc facias gaudium nostrum, et creationis tax renovatiooeij 
in decore immarccssibili solides in steruum. — Cifp? 
,/e Sp. S. 
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^^, THE FOUNTAIN FOR SIN. 

^^P Zecu. 

^^f^w that day there shall be a fountain opened to 
^^^ the house of David, and to the inhabitants of 
^^^^ Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness 

There are two deep and inexhaustible sub- 
jects of contemplation, in winch it might be well 
for us if we employed a larger portion of our 
time. The one is that woful and fearful mys- 
tery, the desperate corruption of our heart ; 
the other is that boundless and unfathomable 
mystery, the love of God in Jesus Christ. 

If we attempt to speak on these things, we 
quickly find our insufficiency ; there are wonders 
in them unutterable by any tongue. The love 
of God ! The amazing love of God displaj'ed 
iu Jesus Christ ! — ^That God so loved the world. 
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that lie gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life ! — So loved an apostate, 
guilty, polluted, ruined world, as to give his 
own dear Son ! O, who ever ascended the 
heights, or fathomed the depths, or measured 
the lengths and breadths of the love of God ! — 
*That God so loved me, a base and despicable 
rebel, a defiled and filthy sinner, — so loved 
me, as to give his own dear Son to suffer for 
my sake I — O pause a moment — O turn your 
thoughts from all other things, and let a sense 
of the stupendous love of God enlarge your 
heart ! O this is the mighty love never to be 
comprehended, but to be wondered at, admired, 
and magnified by every creature I It surpasses 
tliought : it extends beyond imagination : it is 
eternal, infinite. O believer, seek to have an 
increasing knowledge of it : to have your heart 
inflamed by a lively experience of the matchless 
wonders of the love of God in Jesus Christ I 
^Your soul will overflow with holy gratitude and 
joy; your lips, your life, will speak the Redeemer's 
praises. 

Then let us not forget to turn our eyes awhile 

on self : on our sinful nature, the source of evil, 

the fountain of corruption : on our actual guilt, 

multiplied and mighty beyond all imagination. 

s Gal ii. 20. =2 Cor.v 
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With tlie aids and influences of grace we shall 
come to this cooclusion, *that in me, that is, in 
my flesh, there dwelleth no good thing ; that 
*the heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked ; who can know it ? 

The Apostle Paul knew something of these 
mysteries. ^Re found and felt himself the 
poorest, the most helpless, the chief of sinners. 
But he felt, on the other hand, the glorious effi- 
cacy of that precious blood that cleanseth from 
all sin. He experienced the constraining influ- 
ence of its application to his heart. ''A sense 
of its transforming power shone forth in every 
action of his life. It captivated body, soul, and 
substance to the Redeemer's service. *It made 
him glory in tribulations, and rejoice that he 
was counted worthy to suffer for the sake of 
Jesus. And yet, after all his experience of the 
love of God in Christ, he declares with holy joy 
and wonder, that it passeth knowledge. 

Now, if God the Spirit has taught us these 
things, we shall feel that our blessedness still 
consists, with all our pollutions and all our 
wants, in drinking, again and again, into that 
eternal and unfathomable flood, the amazing love 
of God in Jesus Christ ; and when we have 
tasted its sweetness, and tiiid it mingling itself 
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with every thought of our heart, every word of 
our lips, and every action of our life — we theo 
seem to stand again upon the shore, and cry out 
with Paul in holy wonder and astonishmeot, *0 
the depth of the riches, botli of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God ! 

In that day a fountain shall he opened to the 
house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, for sin and for uncleanness. — Xn that 
day! — In what day?- — In that day when the 
hosts of heaven proclaimed the approach of the 
Sun of Righteousness; ^ Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men. In that day when ''Jesus was made an 
offering for sin upon the cross. In that day 
'when one of them with a spear pierced his side, 
and forthwith came thereout blood and water. 
In that blessed gospel-day *when repentance 
and remission of sins began to be preached 
in his name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. 

In what day ? — In that glorious day of good 
tidings of great joy to us perishing sinners. 
That day which looked backward in its efficacy 
to the time when sin entered into Eden, and 
death began to reign : and forward in the con- 
summation of its glories to the end of time, 
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when there shall be no more sin, and when 
death itself shall die. *That day which Abra- 
ham rejoiced to see : which he saw in faith, and 
which made him glad. 

In what day ? — Thia day. ^This day, wherein 
the everlasting Gospel is proceeding throughout 
the kingdoms of the earth. This blessed day, 
this much to be desired day, when 'the truth is 
preached as it is in Jesus : for verily I say unto 
you, "many prophets and righteous men have 
desired to see those things which ye see, and 
have not seen them : and to hear those things, 
which ye hear, and have not heard them. 

In what day ? — In the day when the sinner 

is stopped in his career of carelessness, and 

unconcern, and pleasure, and ungodliness, and 

sin : when he is made to feel his guilt and 

wretchedness ; when the Spirit opens his eyes 

to see himself as he is in the sight of God : 

I when he groans over the estrangedness and the 

l«nmity of his heart. O it is in that day ^when 

I Ihe Spirit of grace and supplication is poured 

\ Out upon him from on high, when he discerns 

|.!%im whom his innumerable sins have pierced, 

t^when he mourns for him as one moumeth for 

Lliis only son, when he is in bitterness for him as 

■ lone that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 



■John viii, 56, 6 Rev. x 
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O Mighty God, O blessed Saviour Jesus, ' 
Holy Spirit, grant tliat this may be the dm) of ' 
thy visitation for some dead soul ! That this 
may be the day for some poor formalist to begin 
and worship thee in spirit and in truth ! That 
this may he the day fur some lukewarm pro- 
fessor, who seems not yet to know whether 
God or the world is to have his heart, whether 
heaven or hell is the better end. — O that thia-^ 
may be the day to terminate every doubt, and to 
bring Jjim as a wretched creature to the blessed 
fountain of the Saviour's blood 1 O that this 
may be the day to see you 'yield yourselvi 
unto God, as those that are alive from the deadi 
through Jesus Christ our Lord ! 

In that day thet-e shall be a fountain. Mucb-J 
of the service of the law consisted in divers 
washings. There was a ^brazen laver and a 
^brazen sea ; these were but types and shadows, 
whose efficacy consisted in directing the be- 
liever's eyes to Jesus. Here we have Christ 
himself presented to us as a fountain: an in ex-' 
haustible fountain, not to be diminished by. 
universal and incessant use. A brazen laver 
may soon be emptied : a brazen sea may be soon 
exhausted : a brook may fail ; a river may be 
diverted or dried up : hut this is a fountai 
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llnever to fail, never to be exhausted. *This is 
the fountain of that everlasting well, whereof he 
who drinks shall never thirst again : *this is the 
fountain of that river of life whose streams make 
glad the city of God : this is the fountain of that 
immeasurable, unfathomable, boundless ocean — 
the amaziug love of Almighty God. This is the 

W\onhj fountain that can wash away the stain of 

'%ny sin, and this is the fountain that avails 
for the perfect cleansing of the most polluted 
and filthy sinner, that makes him white as 
enow, and pure and holy as if he had never 

(■sinned at all. 

*The believer in Jesus is a garden enclosed: a 

Japring shut up: a fountain sealed — but Jesus 

■fcimself is a fountain opened. Opened for all 
irho feel their need of him ; opened for all who 

l«ome to him : opened for the poor and needy, 
who have no money: opened for the thirsty, and 
fcreary, and heavy laden, who are fainting under 

■jdie burden of sin and guilt : opened to the 
Phouse of David, and to the inhabitants of Jeru- 

lisalem. Opened for every believer, who is the 
spiritual child of our father Abraham, who is of 
the house of David, to whom all the promises 
in the covenant of grace belong. 'Opened to 
iie sons of the stranger that join themselves to 
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the Lord, and to the citizens of Zion. Opened 
too for the destruction of that which has sepa- 
rated between our souls and God : and for the 
cleansing away the pollution of that which has 
rendered us filthy and loathsome in the sight 
of Him, who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity. 

Now, beloved, let us not forget the sweetness 
and blessedness which we experience in a real 
and spiritual acquaintance with these things, 
and in a saving application of them to the life 
and healing of our souls. 

Excepting in Jesus, there is not one whisper 
of comfort in the whole word of God, for any 
soul. Now, have you ever felt the preciousness 
of Jesus? "Have you ever, as a fainting and 
thirsty soul, desired to drink of the waters of 
the well of Bethlehem ? Have you a real heart- 
felt love for Jesus? — O what is all religion 
without this ! What real joy is there here, O 
what hope is there for hereafter, without union 
and communion with Jesus I 

Ah, saith the believer, I know that my nature 
— soul and body, with all their affections and 
powers — I know that all ia but a barren wilder- 
ness, which produces nothing but briers and 
thorns ! I know something of my own wretch- 
edness, of the corruption of my nature, the 
" '2 Sitni. xxiii. 15. 
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enmity of my carnal mind, the deceitfulness of 
my own heart — but, I cannot conceal the great 
tilings the Lord hath done for my soul I do 
feel that Jesus is precious, that he is altogether 
lovely : I do believe that he loved me, and gave 
himself for me, and that there is for me in Jesus 
the free and overflowing, eternal and inex- 
haustible and unchangeable fountain of all the 
blessings which my soul can need, I believe 
that having him I want nothing more for time 
or for eternity, for he is the Christ the Son of 
the living God. — Ah, what an unspeakable 
mercy that thou hast been taught these things ! 
^Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona : for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
I father which is in heaven I 

This precious fountain is continually spoken 

|jBf in the word of God, as the blood of Jesus: 

And it is laid down as an unchangeable law, 

^jtliat without shedding of blood there is no re- 

Baission. A creature has blood, but not that 

■l>lood that can have the slightest efficacy for 

Lwashing away the guilt of sin : no, nothing can 

litake away the pollution and guilt of the smallest 

Inn, but some divine and precious blood : and O 

'what blood was ever heard of to cleanse a sinner, 

but the precious blood of Jesus ? 

Now it is of the utmost importance for us to 
s Malt. xvi. 17. ' Heb. ix. 22. 
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mark this, because it is the foundation of all our 1 
hopes, aad the ground of all our comfort. The 1 
blood of Jesus is the one thing which alone 
delivers ua from wrath : and the sprinkling of it i 
on the sinner's soul by the Holy Ghost is that ' 
which takes away his fears, lifts him out of his 
helplessness and misery, and gives him peace .' 
and strength. Glorious things are spoken of J 
tlie precious blood of Jesus in the word of I 
God, and they are, or will be, fully realized by [ 
all who believe in Jesus. 

All are by nature children of wrath ; all 
strangers and aliens; all prisoners in the pif; 
where there is no water. The great promise j 
to the Lord Jesus is : 'By the blood of thy cove- 
nant,! have sent forth thy prisoners out of the I 
pit wherein is no water. 

'The Lord Jesus buys all his people : and the i 
price he pays for them is nothing less than his ^ 
own blood. His church is called *the church 
of God, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood. Ah, beloved, ye are indeed bought with 
a price, with a price of inestimable value : ^not 
with corruptible things, such as silver and gold, 
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
Iamb without blemish and without spot ! 

But 1 need pardon. — Then you have that 

« Zech. ix. 1 1. SI Cor. vi. 20. * Acts xx. 2t 

* 1 Pet. i. 19. 
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through the blood of Jesus. ''This is my blood 
of the New Teslament, which is shed for you 
and for many, for the remission of sins. '' We 
have redemption through his blood, says the 
apostle, even the forgiveness of sins. 

O does not every privilege, every blessing 
that believers know, come to them from the blood 
of Jesus ? Whence comes our justification? — 
Hear the apostle ; ^While we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us ; much more, then, being jus- 
tified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him. ^Is there no balm in Gilead? 
Ah yes, the blood of Jesus is the balm. Is 
there no physician there 1 Ah yes, Jesus is the 

-Great Physician. 

|t Is it your desire to draw nigh to God 1 ^Then 
we have boldness, brethren, to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus, Perhaps you think 
of drawing nigh to God like the proud Pharisee, 
ifGod, I thank thee that I am not as other men ! 
-Ah no, not for teu thousand worlds : I am a 
worthless empty nothing, I am all pollution and 
defilement : I once had some fancies about my 
righteousness, but they are gone, gone for 
Jesus is all iu all: ^for it pleased the 
[Father that in him should all fulness dwell. 
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and having made peace through the blood of k 
cross, by him to reconcile all things to himself. 

But why omit sanctiti cation ? — Nay, beloved,! 
we have no desire to omit that glorious hie 
the work of the Holy and Blessed Spirit : tha^J 
too is a grace resulting from the precious bloodl 
of Jesus ; for *Jesus also, that he might sanctifm 
the people with his own blood, suffered without^ 
the gate. 

O what an unspeakable mercy it is to feel thai 
power and sweetness of these things : to havel 
the Lord Jesus exalted and glorified in our I 
hearts and affections ! To have the mind, and 
memory, and conscience, sanctified, strength- 
ened, and pacified by the blood of Jesus ! O 
meditate on the glorious and finished work of 
Jesus, the fountain opened for sin and unclean- 
ness! Fix your eyes alone on Jesus, and tur^ 
away your mind from all other things to hie 
Do you desire real pcacej and gospel lihertyJ 
that peace which passeth all understanding, and 
the glorious liberty of a child of God ? — ^'O how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who, throng 
the eternal Spirit, offered himself without spot t 
God, purge your conscience from dead works 
serve the living God ! 

Do you love the Lord Jesus ? Have yoi 
indeed drunk of the fountain of the water i 
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life? — Is Jesus precious in your esteem? Do 
you desire to know more of his glory, and to 
enjoy more of liis presence? — ^Tlien unto him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father ; to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

^ But how the precious blood of Jesus is de- 
spised by the carnal mind, trodden under foot, 
and counted as a common thing, of less value 
than the blood of bulls and goats. — What, 
says one, who would prefer the blood of a beast 
to the blood of Jesus Christ ? — Why, every un- 
converted mind prefers the blood of beasts to 
the blood of Jesus. And ourselves too, beloved, 
in the days of our ignorance — O how should 
this enhance the sense of our wretched, guilty, 
and miserable estate by nature ! — ourselves, too, 
were even as others, esteeming the precious 
blood of Jesus less than the blood of beasts. O 
consider, if every sin had cost us the blood of 
a bullock, or a lamb, should we have sinued as 
perhaps we once did, should we not be more 
careful of committing sin than we are, perhaps 
even now ? Yet every sin, to be pardoned, costs 
nothing less than the blood of Jesus. Now 
which is esteemed the more highly? Is the 
C Rev. i. 5. I Heb. x. 29. 
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blood of Jesus doing less for thee than would 
be effected by the blood of thy flocks and herds t 

Are there any who will still contrive to forge) 
these things ? Any whom the world, and thn 
flesh, and the devil, will still delude, keep stilf 
asleep ? — Ah, when the sinner shall see th^9 
justice of Almighty God flaming against hifttfl 
in all its terrors : when all his sins shall bS; 
recounted and set in array against him, audi 
each one cursed for ever with all the angel 
and wrath of God : when he remembers 
what stubbornness he hardened himself in tlM 
day of his visitation : how he wrapped himself 
up in unconcern amidst all the terrors of th« 
law, and all the sweetness of the gospel : th^ 
care he took to provide for, and gratify, am 
pamper, his perishing body, the sad neglect o 
his immortal aoul : — then, then how will( 
he mourn, and tremble, and groan under thi 
prospect of the tremendous anger of AlmighfJ 
God ! 

O what horror and dismay will rend the heart 
to behold the mustering of all thy long-forgotten 
sins ! All thy lies, and foolish thoughts, and 
filthy imaginations, and mispent time : thy 
ignorance and unbelief, thy worldliness, and 
covetousness, thy pride, thy malice, and luke- 
warmneaa, and discontent, and vain-glory, and 
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love of self: the unnumbered swarms of vain, 
and foolish, and filthy thoughts, of wandering 
and wicked imaginations : all the pollutions, 
enmity, and estrangedoess of the heart from 
God : — O then, when all these, and millions of 
other sins, shall all be charged upon thee at the 
judgment throne ; when thou shalt perceive 
thyself to be but a vessel of wrath in the hand 
of God, into which he will pour out all the 
fierceness of his anger for ever and ever; — *0 
how shall thy hands be strong, or thy heart 
endure, in the day when the Lord shall do this ? 
Ah, with what unspeakable horror and hideous 
wailing wilt thou then gnaw thy tongue in pain, 
and sink down to endless, unutterable darkness 
and despair ! 

Is it that thou hast never laid these things to 
heart? That thou art living a life of worldliness 
and unconcern? That thou hast forgotten God, 
and art thinking that so much of religion is a 
needless and melancholy thing? — Ah that — that 
is the very sum of tliy wretchedness, the com- 
pletion of all thy misery I — ''that sin hath blinded 
thine eyes, and poisoned thy faculties, and given 
thy soul its deadly wound, and thou knowest it 
not, thou hast never felt the smart I 

But is it not so. Dost thou now say, Alas, 
this is indeed my awful state ! I have lived in 
1 Ezek.sxii, 14. a Hos. viL 9. 



212 



THE FOUNTAIN FOIl SIN. 



unconcern and folly and s!n ! I dare not thint 
of that fearful judgment-seat ! I cannot rejoic0( 
in the holiness of God ; his justice speaks horron 
to my soul I Ah niy sins, my sins, come upott 
me like armed hosts! I am undone for ever ES 
'Innumerable evils have compassed me about;.'! 
my sins have taken such hold of me that Ij 
cannot look up! Ah, is there yet any hopet 
Is there yet any help ? Is there any mercyj 
any pardon? Is there anything but hell farm 
such a sinner? Ah, what becomes of all mya 
past, innumerable sins? Or is it now too latetj 
Hath the Lord sworn in his wrath that I shalll 
not enter into his rest ? Ah my sins, my sins^J 
what must I do to be saved ? — "Believe on th 



' Pa. xl. U. 

= Actsxvi. 31. Quill dicitis, Paiile et Sila? Num tain 
faciliE est via ad Galutem? Num is qui multiB annis ab 
adolescentia sua idola coluerat, horrenda flagitia qualiasoleot 
Ethnic! perpetraverat, et paulo ante vos inoocentes ac 
sanctoa viros in carcerem crudeliter conjecerat, et pedes 
vestros, quos Fropheta spcciosos utpote eorum qui pacem 
annunciant vocavit, ligno Btrinxerat, tarn facile veniam 
suorum peccatorum consequetur, ut si saltern credat salutem 
habebit? — Cur non jubetiE eum omnibus diebus vitro panti J 
et aqua jejunare, non nisi vestimentis liceis sese vestira 
super spinas ambulare, ad templum Hierosolymitanum pisia^l 
calceamentis impositis peregrinari, et alia id genus opera 
facere, ut his peccata sua expiet, et pro illis satisfaciat, 
sive mavis satis patiatur? — At vero Paulus et Silas Apostoli 
Christ! non Antichrist! sunt. — Brentius Horn. 76 in Act, Ap,A 



1^! 



THE FOUNTAIN FOlt SIN. 213 

Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shall be saved. 
Turn to him unfeignedly : away with every siu ; 
yes, every sin must go : you must give yourself 
up entirely and unreservedly to Jesus Christ ; or, 
as the Lord Hveth, all his anger, and all his 
wrath and curses, shall smoke against thee for 
ever and ever. 

O Lord, be merciful to me a sinner ! Give 
me strength to forsake every sinful way, aud 
every sinful companiou ! I see the folly and 
wickedness of my former ways — but ah, my 
corruption, my hard and unfeeling heart! O 
how shall I stand before that awful judgment 
throne!— Poor trembling sinner, look to Jesus. 
Tn that day there shall be a fountain opened for 
and for uncleanness. Ah, wash in that aud 
be clean ! Ah, look again to that glorious, awful 
throne : and amidst all those fearful thunder- 
iugs, and lightnings, and voices; amidst all that 
isplendent holiness which (ills thee with dismay ; 
lat unsparing justice that strikes thy soul with 
horror: — ah, look again, 'there is a Lamb, even 
Jesus, a Lamb as it had been slain, even Jesus 
crucified for sin I 

p Still full of doubt and fear ! Still question 
this precious, cheering sight as though it were 
none of thine 1 Still want some other tender, 
assuring, soul-satisfying token to refresh and 
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sustain tlij' fainting spirit ! — then, in faith, yet look 
again — and *there is a rainbow round about the 
throne speaking nothing but reconciliation, par- 
don, peace, and love : a rainbow, the glorious and 
faithful sign and seal of the Covenant of Grace. 

Now is not Jesus precious and altogether lovelyl 
to thy soul ? Hast thou never felt the efficacy c 
his atoning and sanctifying blood ? Has it nevel 
drawn forth the tear of godly sorrow? Has i^ 
never warmed thy heart 1 — Jesus, a Lamb as i 
had been slain 1 And who are those innumerable! 
hosts that surround his throne l—Theij will tell ' 
you of the power of this precious fountain opened 
for sin and for uncleanness : — ^ these are thejf 
which came out of great tribulation, and havf 
washed their robes, and made them white in the^ 
blood of the Lamb. They were once as thou art, 
sinners here : they were once treading a thorny 
way : they were once children of wratli, slaves , 
of aim they were harassed with doubts audi 
fears, a cruel and deadly enemy beset their I 
path : they had neither merit, nor righteousness, 
nor strength, but they were, just as thou art, iaj 
the midst of tribulation : they were troubled on 
every side: ^without were fightings, and within 
were fears. But they have washed in that sanc- 
tifying fountain ; they applied to that all-suffi- 
cient source of all thy iiopes, and there tliey are. 

* Kcv. iv. », ■'' Id. vii. 14. e -2 Co) 
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for ever glorious and blessed around the throne. 
Aud dost not thou, then, feel thy heart expand ? 
do not thy affections warm ? does not faith draw 
thee nearer and closer to him who is all thy 
desire ? and do not the strong emotions of a holy 
love lift up thy soul with joy, and praise, and 
gratitude, to Almighty God for tliis glorious 
hiessing which has now been revealed to thee ? 

'Ho then, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he that hath no money : come 
ye, buy and eat : yea, come : buy wine and milk 
without money and without price ! — Do thy past 
sins affright thee ? — The blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin. Hast thou fallen as 
grievously as David did, a mournful spectacle 
of weakness, wretchedness, and guilt ? Hast 
thou been a transgressor from thy very birth, 
born in sin and corruption black as an Ethiopian? 
And has it been thy daily task to make thyself 
yet darker still, with the mire and filth of wicked- 
ness ? Hast thou been defiled with uncleanness 
as Mary? Denied thy Lord, as Peter? Per- 
secuted and blasphemed as Paul? Neglected 
the concerns of tliy soul to the very last, as the 
dying thief? — Yet here is the fountain opened 
to the house of David and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness. "In this 
thou niayest freely wash and be clean : though 
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your sins be aa scarlet, they shall be as white aa 
snow : though they he red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool. 

Ah, but I have sinned beyond the sins of 
every sinner ! — What a mercy it is tliat you 
know and feel that : "for Jesus came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

But I am such a fool in spiritual things ! — 
Thank God that you know and feel that too, for 
that is the Spirit's work: 'If any man among 
you seemeth to be wise, let him become a fool, 
that he may be wise. It is the Lord's way to 
strip a man of all his own wisdom, and to make 
him know that he is a fool, that he may become 
wise unto salvation. 

But I cannot find that mercy was ever shown 
to one so base, so unworthy, so guilty, and ao 
wretched as myself — Then behold, aaith the 
Lord, */ will do a new thing : now it shall spring 
forth: shall ye not know it? I will even tnake a 
way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. 
Art thou then the chief of sinners? The Lord will 
do a new and unheard of thing : he will make 
a way for the manifestation of his own glory in 
the barren wilderness of thy nature : and in 
that desert which has hitherto produced nothing, 
shall rivers of grace arise. Thou shalt not be 
left unfruitful and unholy. Believe in the Lord 
B Matt. U. 13. 1 1 Cor. iii. 18. ■' Isa. 
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Jesus, 'and thou ahalt have power to do all 
things, as well as find pardon for every sin. 

But you have not found the peace and com- 
fort you desire : you hesitate to apply to this 
precious, cleansing fountain with that freedom 
and holy boldness that becomes a child of God: 
you are full of doubts and fears. — Now this is 
contrary to the glorious Gospel. Many suppose 
that they are serving God, and doing good to 
their own souls, by encouraging doubts and 
fears : whilst, on the contrary, every delay, hesi- 
tation, objection, distrust, and doubt, is the off- 
spring of unbelief, dishonourable to the free 
grace of God, derogatory to the full and finished 
salvation there is in Jeans, and injurious to the 
welfare of the soul. 

Then you will say, Would you not have us 
ixamine ourselves ? — *Ah yes, the oftener the 
letter, and tlie more you know of your real 
itate, the brighter and clearer the result will 
The work of grace is a work that will stand 
iie test, and e:xainination rubs off the dirt and 
dust that carnal fears and the devil cast upon 
But surely you do not mean to call doubts 
and fears, honest spiritual self-examination ! 

These doubts and fears are sinful. For that I 
will refer you to Psalm Ixxviii. Tkey spake 
against God : — that was no trifling sin — thei/ mid, 
Phil. i». 13. • 2 Cor. niii. 5. 
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wilderness^ 
the rock, that the waters t 



Can God furnish a table in tht 
Behold, he smote the rock, that the waters gtis/u 
out, and the streams overjlowed: Can he givt 
bread also ? Can he provide fiesh for his j 
pie ? — Therefore tJie Lord heard this, and was 
wroth : so a fire was Idndled against Jacob, and 
anger also came up against Israel : because they 
believed not in God, and trusted not in kit 
salvation. 

But, says one, what has this to do 
me? — Nothing to do with you! Every word 
God has to do with you ; *ali profitable : 
written for you, and may tiie Holy Spirit bless:' 
this to the welfare of your soul ! Has not the 
Lord brought you out of the spiritual Egypt? 
Has lie not taken away the satisfaction you once 
felt in folly, and unconcern, and earthly things? 
Has he not led you with a mighty hand, and 
witli an outstretched arm? Is it not now youc 
desire to reach the heavenly Canaan ? — Ah, thai 
is my desire indeed ! — Then this scripture 
indeed for you. The Lord has brought you inta^ 
the wilderness. He has given you a sight of 
power and loving-kiudness. He has smitten 
Jesus, in whom you once discerned neither form 
nor comeliness, and opened a never-failing foun- 
tain of grace and life in him : and now, after all 
that the Lord has done for your soul, you begin 
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In Christ Jems, neither ciratmcision availeth any'\ 
thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. 



i that t 



:iple of £ 



The apostle here terms 
ritual life, which is the gift of the Holy Ghost 
in regeneration, a new creature. He declares 
the possession of this to be so indispensably 
necessary to salvation, that, without it, neither 
profession, nor services, nor ordinances, nor ex- 
ternal privileges, can be of any avail ; and that 
where it really exists, it so influences the heart 
and life, that the man is not, in any spiritud. 
sense, the same sort of person that he 
before. 

Most important is it, then, that we should 
diligently and faithfully seek to know our own 
true state in the sight of God; that we should, 
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weigh ourselves in the balances of the sanctuary ; 
and examine whether we are really new creatures 
in Jesus Christ ; whether we have a real union 
with him in whom is eternal life ; whether we 
have that broken and contrite heart, those new 
and spiritual affections, which evidence a work 
of grace. In the last great day, no union will 
avail us anything, but union with Jesus Christ. 
No knowledge will be of any service to us, but 
that which we have learned experimentally from 
the Holy Ghost. No change will be recognized 
by God, but that which alone can set us free 
from the power of sin : for in Christ Jesus, 
neither circumcision availeth anything, nor un- 
drcumcision, but a new creature. 

The necessity of this new creation is so dis- 
tinctly stated in the word of God, that there is 
no questioning it ; nor will anything that pro- 
ceeds from us be acceptable to God without it : 
so that to judge ourselves truly in this respect, 
will be nothing less than to ascertain whether 
we belong to Christ or Satan ; whether we are 
the heirs of eternal life, or children of perdition. 
And is not such an inquiry all-important? la 
it not the one thing needful ? Must it not, if 
honestly performed, serve to awaken, or quicken, 
or comfort, every one of us ? 

But the man is a very respectable, honest, 
upright man : he is moral, charitable, and punc- 
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tual in all his duties. — That may be, and 
have nothing to say against morality, liberality^ 
or punctuality ; nor have we any desire to make 
the narrow way either broader or narrower than 
we find it in the word of God : — but the ques- 
tion is, Is he a new creature in Jesvs Christf- 
Why, no ; perhaps he does not go quite so far il 
religion as some do, or as is insplied in th; 
expression — 'Then he hath not life. There n 
not a hope of eternal life, there is not a whisp( 
of comfort hereafter for any man who is not tA 
new creature in Jesus Christ. *By nature 
alike are dead in Adam : all our desires, all oi 
affections, and all the powers of our souls, coi 
rupted and polluted : as helpless, as ignorant; 
and as blind to anything that is acceptable 
God, as the dead. All spiritual life is the work 
of the Holy Spirit, dispensed according to the 
will of God, through Jesus Christ. Aud until 
a man partake of this, and be made a new creaA 
hire in Jesus Christ, he is but dead in God' 
sight, ^and all that proceeds from him is bi 
sinful and worthless. 

To be in a state of salvation, a man must hare 
a new nature. Hence believers are said to be 
made 'partakers of the divine nature: *born 
again of the Spirit of God : * through 
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slrumentality of the everlasting gospel : and 
according to the sovereign will of God, in con- 
formity to the spiritual likeness of Jesus Christ: 
''For whom he did foreknow, he also did pre- 
destinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. 

Now let rae ask you solemnly, Do you know 
anything of this mighty change? — If you are 
still the same that you ever have been, nothing 
more than those proprieties, and that soberdecency 
which is but the result of natural qualifications, 
or of education — judge yourself, how in- 
finitely does this fall short of the word of God, 
a new creature in Jesus Christ! How stands 
the matter then between your soul and God ? 
Have you felt yourself a ruined and worthless 
sinner ? Have you been drawn in faith to look 
for pardon, and life, and righteousness in Jesus 
Christ? 

Jesus is the secret root by which the new 
creature lives and grows. Jesus is the fountain 
of all his consolations : the sun by which he is 
enlightened ; the spotless garment with which 
he is clothed ; the head by which he is ruled ; 
the life in which he lives. All the purity 
and perfection, all the justification and righteous- 
ness, all the worth and excellency, all the graces 
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and all the hopes of the new creature are draw 
from, and depend on, Jesus. 

Ah, how inconceivable is the misery of thaH 
man, woman, or child, who has never truly] 
mourned over sin ! Not merely talked aboufl 
being a sinner, for that all will do, but felt th« 
misery, the cruel bondage, the slavery of sin] 
O how awful and frightful is the state of anw 
soul, from the most ungodly and profane, to th(H 
most refined and specious formalist, who hai 
never felt a need of Jesus, never been broughl 
by the Holy Spirit unfeignedly to him, made j 
new creature in Jesus Christ, and now living 1 
the glory of his holy name ! 

But, says one, I cannot truly profess that I 
have ever felt any of those fears about sin, or 
that I have ever experienced that loathing and 
abhorrence of it that you speak of: nor have I 
that earnest desire for pardon — because I have 
never committed any of those frightful crimes to 
which you must allude. Nor caa I say that I 
have seen all that need of, or that I have felt 
all that affection for, Jesus Christ : all that desire 
to live to the glory of God, that you urge as so 
important : ^I go to a place of worship, when 
nothing particular prevents ; ^I give away much 
in charity, indeed all that self can spare ; I 
never did anybody any harm ; I never disbe- 

" Isa. Iviii. 8. 'J Luke xxi. 1. 
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lieved the Bible, though, perhaps, I do not make 
so much of it as some : I certainly do not talk 
so much about what are called spiritual things, 
either to my friends or to my family, because 
they would wonder what was the matter with 
me, and perhaps call me a hypocrite : and 
I confess I do not think about them so much as 
I know I ought, because, I cannot tell how it is, 
they do not very readily come into my mind : 
yet — what is the state of thousands compared 
with me I I am sure I am not half so bad as 
you consider me to be. . I own I have many 
failings, but God is merciful, and I believe in 
Jesus Christ, and hope to be pardoned through 
him. However, to say the truth, you are much 
too strict, and I do not quite like this sort of 
preaching. 

My dear brethren, I have no desire to offend : 
but you have each a soul which is to live for 
ever, an existence which you cannot terminate ; 
and I am involved in responsibilities the most 
serious that can belong to man ; 'I shall be 
called to a solemn account at the judgment-seat 
of Almighty God for every word I utter ; and 
though you hate me for it, the salvation of your 
souls requires, and I dare do no other than declare 
to you, the whole counsel and truth of God. Your 
system of religion is the religion of the world : it 
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ia not the religion of the Bible : and as the Lord 
liveth, it will fail you in the hour of need. You 
know nothing of the awful sinfulneas of sin, of 
the depravity and pollution of your heart. You 
know nothing of true repentance, and of 
scriptural hope of pardon through Jesus Chri 
You know nothing experimentally of being boi 
again by the Spirit of God. You know nothing 
of the glorious worth and mighty efficacy of the 
blood of Jesus, nor what a real and living unioii 
with him means. Your worship is but formali) 
and hypocrisy, because your heart is not 
gaged in it: and as for your virtues and yoi 
alms, they are just such as honest pagans ha' 
practised — they spring not from the influences 
of the Spirit, they are not animated by love for 
Jesus, they aim not at the glory of God. Indeed 
yon are not a new creature in Jesus Christ. You 
are in darkness, that you can neither see yourself, 
nor God, nor Christ, nor spiritual things: you 
cannot speak of them — no, because 'out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh, and 
you practically know notliing about them. You 
are resting in outward privileges, making much 
of forms, — but hear the solemn declaration of the 
word of God, that in Christ Jesus neither cir- 
cumcision aimileth anything, nor undr 
but a new creature. Look into tlie won 
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and you will find it plainly declared what sort 
of people God's children really are : — different 
from all the world — ^aa different as the tig-tree 
from the thistle, or the vine from the bramble- 
bush. They have a new nature : they are not 
the same sort of persons that they were before : 
their fruits are not the same : they are new 
creatures in Jesus Christ. 

I am not now speaking about what many 
who make a profession really are : how very 
different from that which they ought to be, which 
may be a snare and a stumbling-block to you. 
I am not speaking about your dislike of vital 
godliness, and of every manifestation of it, which 
perhaps may be the real root of your dislike of 
them. But I solemnly charge you, as you value 
the everlasting welfare of your soul, judge not 
yourself by others, but go to the faithful word of 
God : look into the Bible : according to that 
ill be your judgment. 

For your soul's sake, then, go in sincerity and 
' simplicity to the word of God. Every one who 
is a new creature in Jesus Christ has the prin- 
ciple of spiritual life implanted in him by the 
Holy Ghost. This is contrary to the flesh, or 
to that old and corrupted nature which is the 
source of sin: * for the flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh ; and 
^ Matt. vii. 18. * Gal. v. 17. 
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these are contrary the one to the other. If i 
man be then a new creature in Jesus Christ, 
struggle is and must be felt. It is not mei 
sorrow on account of sin ; ah no, for sorrow ni 
embitter every act of sin, and remorse succee 
*and yet no delight in the law of God after i 
inward man : no godly sorrow, no groaning 
be freed from the power of sin, no loathing 
pollution, no hope of pardon, no love for Goi 
no faith in the blood of Jesus. 

Now how is it in this respect with you 
''Have you experienced a godly sorrow for sii 
and especially for such sins as were once most 
pleasant? ''Is your indignation directed against 
your darling sins, your choicest idols? Is there 
a vehement desire to offend no more, to live to 
the glory of God, and to serve him unfeignedly 
in holiness of heart and life ? Is there any 
mourning over him who died for sin ? Any sor- 
rowing after him? Any holy love to draw foi 
tears of shame in secret? Any longing ft 
more humility, greater freedom from sin, and' 
increased spirituality of affections, that you] 
whole soul may fix more sweetly and strongly, 
on Jesus Christ ? That you may enjoy his p: 
sence, and unreservedly obey his will? 

If yon go to the word of God, you will fii 
tliat these are all marks of spiritual life, or tl 

« Rom. vii. 22. (■ 2 Cor. vii. 10. 7 Matt, xvlii. 
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actings of the new creature. They are not to be 
found in the natural man. If they are not to be 
found in you — then, indeed, you are not a new 
creature iu Jesus Christ. 

If you are indeed a new creature, endowed 
with spiritual senses, and exercising spiritual 
life, ^your whole desire, your aim will be to 
bring forth abundantly the fruits of righteous- 
ness. Your rule and guide will be that faithful 
and blessed word, which has been, through the 
Holy Spirit, the instrument of opening your eyes 
to a true knowledge of yourself, and of drawing 
you with earnest desires to that full and glorious 
salvation that there is in Jesus Christ. You 
will feel it, indeed, a happy and blessed thing to 
be in any way enabled to serve the Lord iu the 
glorious liberty of a child of God. The un- 
converted man is but ^an empty vine, bringing 
forthfruit unto himself: self is his real aim in all 
he does ; to exalt, to benefit, or to gratify himself. 

This is a subject that deeply concerns the 
welfare of every soul. In Matt. v. our Lord 
gives us some searching marks, the spiritual 
features of the new creature, tlie characteristics 
of one who is truly born again. Remember, 
they are no marks of mine — they are the words of 
Him, who will determine our everlasting state. . 

1. ^Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
^H 8Phil.i. n. 9Hos. X. 1. 'Matt. V. 3. 

V A 
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the kingdom of heaven. The firat operation 
the Spirit in the heart is to make a man fea 
that he is a sinner : to destroy his good opinioffl 
of himself; to make him sensible that he 
poor, and wretched, and miserable, and blindJ 
and naked, in spiritual things : and that then 
is neither righteousness nor strength within! 
himself. Is this, then, really a mark of gracefl 
Is it indeed a blessed thing? — You have it froid 
our Lord's own lips : a solemn blessing pw 
nouDced on such a spiritual frame, Blessed ; 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom Q 
heaven. 

2. ^Blessed are they that mourn, for they sh 
he cmnforted ! — Mourn for what ? For the thingi 
of this life? Ah no, for the sorrow of the worlq 
worketh death ! Look where you will in thj 
word of God, and you will find that a godh 
sorrow for sin is an act of spiritual life, and th^ 
such mourners shall be comforted. And whffl 
shall comfort them ? Tlie world ?— Ah no, th^ 
world cannot comfort the Lord's people. Sin ?— 
That is the cause of all their grief, sin is thei 
abomination. The devil? — Ah no, the devil is 
their great and deadly enemy. Self? — Self is 
the object of their deepest distrust and fear: 
nothing that springs from self can give thfl 
smallest comfort to the child of God. 'The^ 
= Matt.v. 4. 3 juiiii xiv. 1( 
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comforter is the Holy Spirit, who comes in the 
name of Jesus to abide with them for ever. Now 
have you never thought of your inuumcrahle 
sins, and Jesus dying in your stead, and paying 
all your debt, and has love never drawn forth 
sorrow, and sighs, and tears ? 

3. *IVIeekness is another blessed mark. Blessed 
are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
Where the soul has been made sensible of its own 
utter un worthiness, ignorance, and folly, and 
of the vast and undeserved mercies of redeem- 
ing love, there will be a holy acquiescence in 
the wisdom and will of God. It will make a 
man gentle to those about him : full of com- 
passion for, and of kindness towards, an offend- 
ing brother. This is such a deeply-rooted grace, 
that a Christian, sometimes, scarcely dares to 
hope he has it, and there may be much within 
him rising in opposition to it : but it is a mark 
of the new creature, a blessed sign of union with 
Jesus, and of conformity to him. 

4. ^Blessed are they which do hunger- and thirst 
^ler righteousness, for they shall be filled. Not 

the decent, respectable worldling, or the self- 
righteous formalist : they have no regard for 
holiness to God, from gospel principles, and as 
and evidence of a work of grace : they 
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have none of those earnest desires, to be found' 
in the righteousness of Christ, which the new' 
creature feels. The believer's aim is, not to bft; 
found in any human dress, however costly 
may be; he aspires to nothing less than tht* 
spotless righteousness of Christ; yet he strives to. 
be freed from sin, and to do from the heart the^ 
whole will of God. Where this hungering and.J 
thirsting after righteousness, sanctifying as well, 
as justifying, ia wanting, there is no spiritual, 
life. Now mark, for your comfort, the Lon 
Jesus does not say, blessed are the full who are- 
in want of nothing : but blessed are the poor ia 
spirit, the sorrowful, the meek, the hungry. Ah, 
blessed Saviour Jesus, these graces are all thy 
gifts, the desires and affections of the new crea- 
ture ! The broken heart, the contrite spirit is- 
thy chosen dwelling ! 

5. ^Blessed are tfte merciful, for they 
obtain mercy. It is indeed a gracious sign ol 
spiritual life when a man shows mercy in coa'| 
sideration of the mercies he has himself re- 
ceived. It may be at times a hard thinj 
repress the risings of angry, revengeful, unkindly 
feelings ; but, nevertheless, it must be done ; 
'Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for thei 
fi Matt. V, 7. I Ibid. 44. 
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I which despitefttlly use you, and persecute you : 
be the children of your Father 



[ which 



ye may 



is in heaven. 
'Blessed are the -pure in heart, for they shall 



God. — Ah there, 



there I fail. 



you say, 

There is an end of all my hopes. my dead, 

and vain, and polluted heart 1 Must this be 

[■found in me? — Ah yes, it must indeed : the 

lOrd himself hath said it, and it must be truly 

bund in thee, or thy portion is not with God. 

, then my hopes are gone! — Stay, beloved, 

londemn not yourself too soon. I am not going 

Jto attempt to explain this away: No, God furbid. 

■Purity is the very essence of the new creature, 

t cannot sin. " Whosoever is bom of God doth 

tot commit sin ; for his seed reinaineth in him : 

' he cannot sin, because he is bom of God. 

■ But, does our Lord speak of one who lias no 

■ibamal nature, who never knows an unholy 

l^ought? If we say that we have no sin, we 

vieceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

Mo, that cannot be : the Lord speaks of that heart 

I which is not under the power of any sin, world- 

llincss, sensuality, pleasure, idleness, unconcern, 

r any unholy affection, — a heart which has the 

irinciple of holiness and spiritual life, where sin 

itas no longer the dominion : a heart struggling 

Ewith corruption, which would not entertain an 

1 Slati. V. 8. 9 1 John iii. 9. 
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unholy thought : that delights in the whole willl 
of God : that judges impartially its own transjl 
gressions, and can find no way of pacifying itsi 
grief for sin, but by a continued application toJ 
the precious blood of Jesus, and more eames 
supplications for the sanctifying influences of thai 
Holy Ghost. Where this conflict with 0013] 
mption is not experienced, there is no purity b 
heart. Where this heartfelt desire to serve th^ 
Lord and to do his will is not found, there is uo " 
sign of spiritual life. O then judge yourself — 
men judge of your heart by your actions: the - 
Lord judges your actions by your heart. M 

Now what say you to these things ? Do yoBi^ 
shrink from the spirituality of the marks which 
you find in the word of God ? Do you seek 
to shuffle off the application of them, and strive 
to blind your eyes to a knowledge of your real 
state, and to keep all at peace 1 Ah, may the 
Lord God deliver you from such a deadly and 
accursed peace, and make you, by an effectual 
work of grace, a new creature in Jesus Christ! 

'I would not seek to make the heart of the 
righteous sad, whom the Lord hath not made . 
sad ; I would not discourage the weakest babe I 
in Christ : but I dare not add to, or diminish^ 
from, the faithful and all-sufficient word of God 
There is uothing for any soul, of whatev^ 

' Ezek. Kiii. 22. 
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I station or persuasion — no, there is nothing for 
I any soul, who is not a new creature in Jeaus 
I Christ, but perdition. On the other hand, 
I 'there is now no condemnation to them which 
I are in Christ Jesus, who walk, not after the flesh, 
1 but after the Spirit. 

It is very easy and very common to speak of 
I these things in a general way, but that will not 
rprofitus; to be new creatures in Jesus Christ, 
*Fe must have ourselves experienced them spi- 
Ktually. We must have felt ourselves to be 
1 in trespasses and sins : condemned by the 
I law we have broken ; all, in our natural state, 
■ the slaves of Satan. Beyond the grave there is 
ran eternal life : a life that you cannot put an 
lend to ; a life of unmingled joy and blessedness, 
Iw of unmitigated wretchedness and torment. 
Ij4h, know ye not these things! They are ad- 
Imitted to be truths, but have ye felt them as 
|'tt)Iemn realities which belong to you 1 O has 
l^be consideration of them brought you in earnest 
Pas a guilty and helpless sinner to cry to Jesus, 
I l.ord, save nte, or I perish I Have you felt that 
I all the forms and all the devisings of men are 
I \inable to speak comfort to your soul ,' and have 
I you sought pardon and peace in a I'eal union 
I with Jesus Christ ? 

Has the Spirit given you a nature that can 
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know and love the Lord ? Has he taken awajK 
that satisfaction lliat you once felt in sin, in Inst^, 
in pleasure, in ungodliness, and unconcern : and 
brought you to desire and seek after holiness as. 
the greatest blessing : leading you to Jesus as th* 
way, the truth, and the life ? 

Ah yes, saith the believer, who is indeed 
new creature in Jesus Christ, that state of sin^, 
and vanity, and unconcern, was just the stal 
in which I was found of God, but through the 
rich and undeserved mercies of sovereign grace 
I was made to know myself, to mourn over the 
pollution and plague of my own heart, and tai 
feel myself a vile and guilty creature. I felt] 
so laden with sin, that the burden was, indeed] 
intolerable, I knew not what to do. But, O thi 
precious blood of Jesus! I discerned that it. 
was shed for sin, that it was freely shed, and 
iufinite in worth : and, when applied to my soul, 
by the Spirit's power, it brought me such 8olidj^j 
cheering, and soul-sustaining peace as I had 
never known before. — My only grief and sorrow' 
was, that I could not love him more who died 
for me ; that I did not loathe sin more imiformlji 
and with a more undivided hatred, and seek a£n 
holiness with greater zeal. 

And has this always been your spiritual state, 
since you have known and sought the Lord ? — 
Ah no : I have felt to my sorrow that I have 
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yet another law in my members, warring against 
the law of my mind. Again and again has my 
heart seemed as hard and as dead as a stone 
witiiin rae, blind, and slothful, and almost sense- 
less, to spiritual things. The enemy at times 
has come upon me as a flood : assailed me with 
fiery darts that I never heard of in my uncon- 
verted state : subtle and blasphemous suggestions 
that have filled my soul with horror. I could 
only weep and mourn : 'O that I were as in 
months past, as in the days when God preserved 
me : when his candle shined upon my head, and 
■when by his light I walked through darkness. 
And then again, amidst it all, when neither 
prayers, nor tears, nor duties, nor ordinances, 
could satisfy my soul, though I would be dili- 
igeai in them all : *then God, who commanded 
ifae light to shine out of darkness, hath shined 
ID my heart, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
And the Blessed and Holy Spirit hath then 
sweetly and distinctly revealed to me my interest 
in Jesus, and applied again his precious blood 
with such a healing power, and the efficacy of 
his finished work has been set before me with 
9ucb a glory, that it has healed my anguish, it 
has destroyed the power of sin : Satan has fled 
hefore it : the outcries of conscience ceased : the 
'Job xsis.2. *2 Cor. iv. 6. 
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fiery darts were quenched ; the law, as a friencfj 
spoke peace and satisfaction, and again had J 
life and joy in Jesua. I could only say, 'Whrf 
Jiath God wrought ! 

But are you trusting to frames and feelingsfV 
Ah no, I would not rest upon the warmth • 
my feelings, or upon my experience of spiritualH 
comfort, or upon any of the effects of belierin^ffl 
but simply upon what God says in the word. 
My whole dependence is upon what God haf 
promised in the covenant of grace : ''I wouida 
rejoice in nothing but in Christ Jesus, and havffi^ 
no confidence in the flesh : I would rest upoQi 
nothing but upon that finished work which 
all my salvation and all my desire, upon that! 
word which cannot be broken, and upon thaCi 
faithfulness which cannot fail. But I know thati 
the word was a sealed book until the Spiritl 
opened my mind to enter into its mysteries J 
Prayer was but formality and calling upon aol 
unknown God, until the Spirit opened my mouthl 
to cry, God be merciful to me a sinner ! Ordi-I 
nances are appointed means of drawing nigh tal 
God, but they are broken cisterns, if I rest inl 
them, if they convey not Jesus to my aoul, i(M 
they tell me not what is in my heart, if thejl 
discover not the grace and glory of the Lord. 

Though I would walk by faith, and not bjl 
a Num. xxiii. 23. ^ Phil. iii. 3. 
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sight or sense, yet when the Spirit witnesseth 
witli my spirit, that I am indeed a child of 
God, and a new creature in Jesus Christ, then 
I cannot but rejoice ; then duty is no more a 
burden : my heart is enlarged, it is a joy and 
blessedness to run in the way of God's command- 
ments, and to do his holy will. 

'My whole desire is to crucify the flesh with 
its affections and lusts, and to obtain a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. I would not indulge 
one proud, or malicious, or fretful, or vain, or 
evil thought : I mourn because of them before the 
Lord ; I implore pardon for them througJi tlie 
blood of Jesus : I seek strength against them 
Lthrough the influences of the Spirit. My 
liighest joys are spiritual joys : and thougli I 
' am at times as miserable and as dark as sin 
and Satan can make me, yet I would turn to 
the finished work of Jesus, and ^trust to the 
I name of the Lord, and stay myself upon my God. 
I Now do these things at all enter into your 
spiritual experiences? It is not only important 
to he d new creature in Jesiis Christ, but abso- 
lutely essential to salvation. It is but lost labour 
I to attempt to reform and repair the old nature : 
Ijhe old nature is never changed. ^ If any man 
I 'he in Christ, he is a new creature : old things are 
IjMssed a»mi/ ; behold, all things are become new. 
iHos. xiv. 8. Msa. I. 10. D9Cor. v. 17. 
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All then, beloved in the Lord, blessed andl 
Jiappy soul, live to Jesus ! Thou hast already! 
passed from death unto life I In Jesua thou art:! 
perfect, and thy salvation complete before God 1 f 
He has suffered for all t!iy sins; the punishment I 
they deserved has been borne by hira, and thowl 
art free. His glorious righteousness is thine^J 
his perfect obedience thine, yea all was per-J 
formed for thee ; in him thou art pure and holjn 
as if thou hadst never sinned at all ; thrnug)i« 
him thou art the heir of every promise in thai 
covenant of grace, 

Thou art thine own no longer ! Ah, HtI 
to him who died for thee ! Thy corrupted 
nature will give thee continual work. Inuu-I 
merable sinful lusts are to be denied and watched^ 
restrained and crucified, or they will cause ' 
mischief and sorrow in thy soul. There ia 
earnest praying, reading, hearing, meditating, 
heart- searching and examining, — all these areJ 
things that must be done, or the christian life! 
will languish. The body, with all its powers : 
tongue, and ears, and eyes, and hands, and feet, 
are all to be occupied in serving God, The soul, 
with all its faculties, understanding, and will, 
and memory, and affections, to be restrained 
from sin, and sanctified for the Master's use, O J 
go not on from sabbath to sabbath, and from-l 
ordinance to ordinance, in cold formality, without] 
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suspicion or without a question, but diligently 
call yourself to a strict account for tlie use you 
are making of all that the Lord has entrusted 
to you, and for the spiritual benefits you are 
deriving from the precious means of grace. 

Ah happy and blessed child of God ! Envy 
not the joys of the children of this world. Have 
no unnecessary intercourse with them. Rest 
not in the forms of the formalist, but seek a real 
and spiritual intercourse with the Beloved of thy 
soul. Live to his glory. Rejoice in his finished 
work. Glorify him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light. Let him 
be the subject of your song. Seek him in every 
ordinance, and forget not that blessed word, 
'that having loved his own, he loves them to the 
end. 
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2 Peter iii. 18. 



Orow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

That was an excellent and searching question 
which the Lord put to the multitudes concerning 
John : ^What went ye out into the unlderness to 
see f — Does it ever occur to you to put this 
question to yourself, in drawing nigh to the 
reading, or hearing of the word of God ? 

Ah, what are your thoughts now ? What is 
now your desire ? — Have you a hearty desire for 
the welfare of your own soul ? — Are you, as a 
poor and needy sinner, hungering for the bread 
of life ? — Is it your aim and desire to hear 
Christ preached? — To see Christ exalted? — To 
rejoice that the glorious righteousness of Christ 

1 Matt xi. 7. 
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is set forth ? — Is it your desire and aim to meet 
with Christ? — To enjoy the matchless excel- 
lencies of Christ ? — To lean upon the Beloved ? — 
To grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ f 

Ah beloved, if Christ be not our end and aim 
in every duty, and in every ordiuance, we shall 
but meet witli disappointment at the last. If 
the Holy Spirit open not our heart to desire, 
and our mind to discern, the glory and salvation 
that there is in Jesus, whatever be the work, it 
will be nothing worth. 

Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saoiour Jesus Christ. This exhorta- 
tion involves the most important and practical 
subjects that can engage the attention of a child 
of God. 

Tile word grace has in the scriptures several 
significations, all which, however, may be gene- 
rally classed under two heads. ° First, as they 
relate to the free and undeserved love of God 
for us ; and secondly, as they refer to the effects 
of his gracious operations in us. In this passage, 
the word comprehends all those spiritual affec- 
tions and holy actings, which proceed from that 
living principle implanted in the believer by 

* Gratia proprie In Deo est : effectus gratia in nobis. In 
hoc loco nomen gratiee generaliter pro spiritualibua donis 
accipio, quK per Christum consequimur. — Calv. in lof. 

R 2 
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the Holy Ghost, whereby he is made a 
creature in Jesus Christ. And to grow in gn 
is to cherish and exercise these affections, and 
to strengthen their operations, so that we may 
be enabled to overcome sin more effectually, and 
to obey more constantly, willingly, and perfecUi 
the whole will, the holy law of God. Thi 
is the highest privilege and hononr of wh: 
our nature is capable : and to this end evei 
ordinance of God's appointment has been d( 



k 



Growth in grace is not possible without an 
increasing knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 'Indeed, without a real and spi- 
ritual knowledge of him there can be no grace 
at all. The apostle says, grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesi 
Christ. *In spiritual things, nothing can 
more ruinous than standing still. "He who 
not seriously and truly making it the busim 
of his life, to grow in grace and in a practii 
acquaintance with the Lord Jesns Christ, 
only dishonours God and the christian pi 
fession, but fearfully deceives his own soul, am 
must in tlie end suffer the bitter consequences of 
his own delusions. 

The great business of the Christian, after ; 

ritual life has been communicated to him by 

John XV. 5. * Prov. xxiv, 30. » Heb. vi. 11 
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Holy Ghost, is, in entire dependence on and 
with the influences of the same Holy Spirit, to 
grow in grace, and in the knoioledge of Jesus 
Christ. To strengthen, and exercise every holy 
desire, affection, and disposition : '^and to be 
continually more and more rooted and grounded 
in a practical dependence on Jesus Clirist. 
Daily growing out of ourselves and into Jesus : 
knowing that witliout him we can do nothing, 
'but that in him and through him we can do 
all things. 

Wherefore, that we may see more into the 
excellency and spirituality of the christian life, 
^that we may be found perfecting holiness in the 
fear of llie Lord, that we may grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, — I shall set before you — 

I. Some marks and evidences of growth in 
grace. 

II. Notice a few signs of a declining state. 

III. Refer you to some of the means provided 
for the nurture of the children of God. 



I. As to the indications of your spiritual 
growth : — 

1. Growth in grace is manifested by an in- 
creasing knowledge of, a more practical and 
experimental acquaintance with, the Lord Jesus 

Col. ii. 7. 1 Pliil, iv. 13. B a Cor. vii. 1. 
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Christ. To have any saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ is the effect of a work of grace. 
"All knowledge of spiritual things is not a) 
evidence of grace : because a man may have J 
speculative knowledge, and increase that knoffnS 
ledge, without one spark or sign of spiritual life. 
If the work proceed not from the Spirit, 'he 
may be ever learning, but he shall never be 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 'It 
is but the form of knowledge and of the truth^ 
in the law. As the Holy Spirit enlightens oM 
minds to discern our real state, and gives us a 
practical understanding of the corruption of our 
own hearts : the utter insufficiency of our own 
righteousness : and as we discover more and 
more of the glories of Jesus Christ, — of his 
person, his work, his offices, the infinite worth 
of his sacrifice, and the power of his mediatorial 
intercession^ — so our application of these things 
to the healing, refreshing, and strengthening of 
our own souls, will be more constant and more 
vigorous. We shall find in them a power 
which nothing else possesses. 'They will tend 
effl'Ctually to humble and purify our hearts, *to 
give us a victory over the world, 'and to produce 
in our life and conversation an increasing con- 
formity to him, of whom we have an increasing 

tB 1 Cor. xiii. 2. ' 2 Tim. iii. 7. -- Rom. ii. 20. ^^ 

' Ac\s XV. g. * I John V. 4. = tial. v. 6. ^^H 
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knowledge. ^I count all things but loss, for the 
txcellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord. So that an increasing knowledge of the 
perfections of Jesus Christ, and of the salvation 
that is in him ; of the Father's love for us 
through him, and of our interest in him, is a 
lively evidence of growth in grace. It is the 
sum of the apostle's prayers: ^I bow my knees 
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named, that he would grant you, according to 
ihe riches of his glory, to be Btrengthened with 

!ght by his Spirit in the inner man : tliat 
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith : that 
ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be 
able to comprehend, with all saints, what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height : 
and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that ye might he filled with all the 

Uness of God. 

2. Increasing singleness of heart is another 
evidence of growth in grace. This purity of 
motive is sometimes spoken of as singleness in our 
spiritual vision : 'If thine eye be single, thy whole 

idy shall be full of light; but if thine eye be 
ievil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. 
Ah, what shining duties and attainments are 
abominable iu the sight of God on account of the 

s Phil. iii. 8. 6 Epii. iii. 14. ' Matt, vi.2-2. 
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selfish ends from which they spring ! These \ 
are "dead flies which cause the ointment of 
apothecary to send forth a stinking savour. 
grow in grace is continually to exclude more J 
and more all carnal and selfish ends, and to act 
more and more from a simple desire to glorify 
God. Ah, take heed of self! If the light that 
is in thee be darkness, how great is that dark- | 
ness ! Selfishness marks the unconverted man : I 
^they shall be lovers of their own selves, is a J 
note put upon them. He who is growing : 
grace continually thinks less of himself, of his J 
own ease, his own interest, his own will, his 
own glory, and more of that great end for which J 
we were all created — the glory of God. 

3. Humihty is a most important evidence of 1 
growth in grace. This is that frame of mind 
which is essential to the possession of any grace, 
and wliich marks a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. They who make any growth in grace, j 
continually feel more of their own utter worth- ' 
lessness, yea, of their own guilt and pollution. 
They feel an increasing loathing of self; there 
is an increasing disposition to abase themselves, 
and to exalt the Lord. They who are destitute , 
of humility are destitute of all saving grace, 
whatever profession they may make, or how j 
high soever they may be lifted up; 'Behold, 
B Eccl. s. 1. 5 2 Tim. iii. 2. ' Hub. ti. 4. 
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his soul which is lifted up, ia not upright in 
him. It does not consist in the mere expression 
of the language of humility : but it consists 
in a heartfelt sense of the worthlessoess of self, 
arising from a knowledge of sin, and from a 
saving sight of Christ ; it consists in falling 
as dead at the feet oF Jesus ; it consists in a 
spiritual perception of the awful and glorious 
holiness of God, of his mighty love displayed 
in Jesus Christ, and of the utter unworthiness 
of self. So in that glorious view of the holi- 
ness and majesty of God, in Isaiah vi., the pro- 
phet was not lifted up with any thoughts of Iiis 
own worth, or of the honour conferred upon 

fllim, but overwhelmed with self-abasement : Woe 
for I am undooe : because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips ; for mine eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of hosts! He was brought 
down to the very dust, and dies under a sense of 
guilt, until it was made known to Iiim by a 
lively emblem, and by an express assurance, that 
iniquity was taken away, and his sin forgiven. 
And tliese humiliations constitute much of the 
spiritual exercises of those who are closest in 
their walk with God, and most vigorous in their 
growth in grace. It cannot be otherwise, in any 

■«f the dealings of a sinful and polluted creature 
with the awful purity and holiness of God. The 
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distance is so vast, so infinite, that the ch 
God who draws nigh in love, as reconciled iu\ 
Jesus, is continually brought lower and lower, ^ 
and feels that he never can be sufficiently abased I 
before the dreadful majesty of God : *I have! 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but-l 
now mine eye seeth thee : wherefore I abhorm 
mi/self, and repent in dust and ashes. As you,! 
grow in this respect, you will continually attain I 
to clearer views of the spirituality and holiness 
of the law of God : you will increase in love for 
it, whilst you will have a still deeper sense of 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin. You will exa- 
mine yourself, not by the delusions of the world, 
not by the corrupt and defective maxims of thos^^J 
around you, but by the unalterable and bolyl 
law of God. You will thus aitaiu a more Bpi-j 
ritual and practical knowledge of your owq.l 
state and character, and discern the amazinM 
distance at which you are yet from that perfect* 
standard, which is to be the rule and the guide* 
of your life. 

4. The next important mark of growth ]$J 
increasing love for God. No man can have any f 
true love for God but the believer in Jesus 
Christ, who draws nigh to God through him. 
To the unpardoned sinner, ^God can on, 
seen as a consuming fire. Men may strive 1 

^ Job xlii. 3. 3 Deut. iv. ^4. 
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wrget God in sin or unconcern : but love for 

■■God is an attachment to, an admiration of, hia 

rholy character and government. ^Thia never 

I can be felt until we are assured that the justice of 

I God is favourable to us, and that God is not our 

enemy : this can aloue be seen or felt through 

La personal interest in the work of Cbrist. *Then 

begin to love God because he has first 

loved us. ^We rejoice in the thought that an 

IlAlmighty and Gracious God is ever near us. 

IWe find an increasing esteem for that word, 

f whicli developes his glorious and adorable per- 

[ Actions. We esteem all his commandments 

[- concerning all things, to be perfectly wise and 

right. It becomes delightful to us to open our 

i hearts to him without disguise. We begin to 

put more habitual trust in him. To feel greater 

confidence in tiie wisdom of all his dispensations: 

and to discern, not merely the necessity, but the 

joy and blessedness of an unlimited and perfect 

obedience to his holy will. To reject with 

abhorrence all that would draw away the heart, 

"^ How can I do this great wickedness, and sin 

against God f — Wljen we bless him as a loving 

and tender Father in Jesus Christ, even though 

his dispensations are most contrary to all our 

I worldly pursuits, most opposed to our own 

* Rom. V. 1. ■i I Joliii iv. 19. » Ps. cxxxin 
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desires, or adverse to out dearest enjoyments. — ■ | 
O how 13 it with you?— Do you thus find an | 
increasing repose in God, through Jesus Christ? 1 

5. The next mark of spiritual growtli is one I 
which is closely connected in the word, and in 
the Christiau'a spiritual experience, with love j 
for God, — an increasing love for man. °Thia ] 
commandment have we from him, that he who I 
loveth God love his brother also. That heart 1 
which is under the influences of grace, and ] 
warmed with the love of Jesus, must be con- ] 
tinually enlarged in nndissembled love for men. 
The christian rule is : ^As we have opportunity, 
let us do good unto all men, especially unto them 
that are of the household of faith, The bonds 
which unite a^^ true ie&wers into one holy brother- 
hood, are of the most endearing and peculiar kind. ' 
Drawn out of the same state of pollution, e 
and death : objects of the same everlasting love : 1 
redeemed by the same precious blood : baptized! 
and sanctified by the same Holy Spirit: chil-' 
dren of the same Father ; travellers to the same I 
happy land, and heirs of the same glorious in- j 
heritance, they cannot but love as brethren. 1 
'We know that we have passed from death unto 
life, because we love the brethren. And not only J 
so, but a work of grace in ourselves expands our-j 
hearts in genuine love for all the world. It \ 

B 1 John iv. 31. y Gal. vi. 10. i 1 John iii. U 
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I causes all the uakindly passions to die away. It 

I will never palliate any sin : but it will pity the 

I sinner, and lead to consistent and vigorous efforts 

[ to bring him to repentance and faith in Jesns. 

Growth in grace will be manifest by acts of 

kindness towards those who are most opposed to 

us; and by hearty prayers for the welfare of 

those who are seeking to injure us; ^I say unto 

I tfou. Love your enemies : bless them Utat curse 

\you: do good to them that hate you: andjiray 

\for them that despitefuUy use you and persecute 

1 you : * and your reheard shall be great, and ye 

shall be the children of the Highest. As grace 

I increases, compassion for sinners augments. The 

I heart is moved with a holy anguish for the state 

I of those, who are yet dead in the sight of God, 

who have yet no hope in Jesus ; and we now 

feel that time, and talents, and property, and 

opportunities, have only value as they are instru- 

ments of promoting the salvation of souls, and 

the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom. Ah 

beloved, is such your spiritual frame ? *l8 your 

love, not in word only, or in tongue, but is it 

in deed and in truth? For hereby we know that 

I we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts 

I hefore him. 

6. Increasing victory over sin is another mark 
5! Malt. V. 44. ' Luke vi. 35. » 1 John iii. 18. 
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of growth iQ grace. ''The great promise is,l 
to those who are under the influencea of grace, 1 
that sin shall not have dominion orer them. I 
We have the old nature still, which causes ubJ 
at times great distress : — hut is there a struggle! 
against this? Do we feel day by day an in-i 
creasing abhorrence of sin iu every form ? Does I 
this lead us to watchfulness and earnest prayer t J 
To a determined war with sin, and to conlinuall 
victories over it ? Has the Spirit wrought in us 
a godly sorrow, a true repentance on account of 
sin? Has he enabled us to bring our sins and 
corruptions to the cross of Christ? And while we 
have a good hope of free forgiveness through the 
efficacy of his finished work, do we mourn oa J 
account of sin? Labour to get sin crucified andV 
slain ? And to walk in the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God ? 

7, Victory over the world is another mark of 
spiritual growth. ^If any man love the work 
the love of the Father is not in htm. He whaif 
is a new creature in Jesus Christ, and under the 
saving influences of the Holy Spirit, feels an 
increasing distaste for tiie unsatisfactory things 
of the world. He has a lessening desire for the 
wealth, the honours, and tiie pleasures of the 
world : a decreasing relish for worldly 60ciety,j 
worldly conversation, and worldly books. Thel 
"Rom. vi. 14. e I Jolin ii. 15. 
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interest these things ouce had with him is gone. 
While he knew no nohler, no better pleasures, 
he thought them fair : but one glimpse of the 
loveliness of Jesus, one taste of the blessedness 
of spiritual intercourse with him, has brought 
disgust upon them all, and ruined tiieir value 
with him for evermore. Beloved, it is in vain 
for any one to hope for growth in grace, by 
taking one step like a follower of the Lord Jesus, 
whilst he is taking ten or twenty like the chil- 
dren of this world ! Tliere must be no con- 
formity to the present world. Ah, listen to the 
solemn warning of the word of God : ''Whoso- 
ever will be a fnend of the world, is the enemy 
of God. 

8. The last mark which I shall set before you 
is, increasing spirituality in duty. When we 
get no spiritual benefit from duty — of what profit 
is it? O, it ought to be our aim and object to 
make a spiritual use of every duty. When we 
'hear, or read, or pray, — Do we obtain thereby 
clearer views of spiritual things ? Is our know- 
ledge of the glories of Jesus Christ, of his person, 
his work, and his offices enlarged ? Is our faith 
in him strengthened l Our repentance through 
him more lively 1 Our love for him inflamed ? 
Does it make more manifest to us our interest 
in the promises? Does intercourse with God 

' James iv. 4, 
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become continually less careless and less formal? 
Has it through the Lord Jesus more of a filial 
character? Is the Lord's table attended with 
deepening love for Jesns ? Is it accompanied 
with increasing convictions of the awful con- 
sequences of sin? Does it give us more lively 
views of the magnitude and certainty of the 
blessings and benefits of the covenant of grace? 
— We meet in tlie same place: we hear the! 
same words : we engage in the same exercises — ■■■ 
but, O bow great the diflerence in the eye of him [ 
who looks upon the heart ! Poor and imperfect j 
as are the services of the believer, yet how dis- I 
tinct are they, in the sight of God, from the J 
unconcerned worship of the worldly, or from i 
the lifeless and multiplied observances of the I 
formalist ! 



II. We may now consider two or three marks 
of a declining state. 

Ah beloved, how mournful that a child of God ' 
should ever decline, instead of growing in grace ! 
^ But O let him that thialieth he standeth, take 
heed lest he fall ! It is a state dishonourable to 
God, and injurious to your own souls. We 
might have found many marks of it, but let us 
consider only three — three decisive and conclu- 
sive marks. 
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1. A neglect of the word of God. This is a 
fatal sign. It may be long before the word is 
altogether neglected. But when love for it, whea 
the real and spiritual enjoyment of it declines, 
then grace declines. A diligent, prayerful, and 
spiritual applicatiou to the word of God, as the 
gospel of your salvation, the charter of your 
inheritance, and tlie guide of your life, is just as 
necessary for the preservation of spiritual health 
and life, as daily food is needful for the body. 
If you cannot, yea, if you do not delight in the 
word of God, more than in any other book you 
read : if you permit anything to approach that 
high pre-eminence which is due to it alone — 
you have an evidence, a most decisive evidence, 
either that you have no saving knowledge of 
the grace of God at all ; or, that you are de- 
clining, withering, dying, as to spiritual things! 

h is indeed your awful state in the sight 
God. 

2. A neglect of earnest, heartfelt, secret 
prayer; — not a formal saying of any number of 
prayers when you are alone — that is not secret 
prayer. But the secret opening of your heart 
to God ; making known to him your wants : 
praising hira for the blessings you are receiving: 
having communion with him in a filial, con- 
6deDtial, and reverential way, through Jesus 
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Christ. When this comes to be done in a cold,] 
and careless, and hurried way, there is a declintff 
in grace. There will be no fervour of soul in it:I 
no wrestling with God for the blessing : it will 1 
be a burden rather than a delight : a formal* 
ceremony rather than lively intercourse with€ 
God : a slight cause will keep you from it. Ahj 
beloved, be faithful with your own soul ! Isthi8i,J 
indeed, your state? 

3. When temptations to sin begin to prevail^ 
there is a decline in spiritual things. Whe* 
grace declines, the heart is not roused up at" 
once by the approach of sin in a holy fear of 
offending God : in a holy indignation against 
sin as contrary to the will of God : in a holy 
abhorrence of the pollution and defilement of 
sin. There is no immediate and earnest appli- 
cation to Jesus : no hearty cries for the Spirit's 
aid : no zeal and holy anger. There is a ques- 
tioning and debating about it. O then, grace 
is declining, sin has an increasing power. There 
may be misgivings, there may be remorse, but 
they are more like the sorrows of the world. 
Duties may be performed, but carual motives 
will be mingling more and more. Love for 
Jesus, as a Saviour from sin, begins to lose ite 
fervour. There is less thought about grieving 
the Holy Spirit. Less use is made of 
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armour of righteousness. Excuses are found to 
palliate things which the conscience condemns 
or disapproves. 

Now do any of these marks apply to you ? 
Is this in any degree your spiritual state? Do 
these awful signs belong to you ? O if they do, 
be faithful, be honest with yourselfl Apply 
them to yourself! Go at once again to God 
through Jesus Christ! Lay all your sins, in all 
their guilt, before him! Implore him to give 
you hearty repentance through Jesua Christ I 
At once renounce every sin : and return again 
through Jesus as a more guilty, worthless, and 
helpless sinner than before. In Jesus there is 
pardon and peace, free and full forgiveness. '/ 
have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left 
thy first love. Remember, therefore, from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works : 
or else I will come unto thee quickly^ and will 
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except 
thou repent. 



l-ni. We may now mention some of the means 
hioh will, with the blessing of God, promote 
our spiritual growth. At the same lime re- 
membering that we must have the principle of 
spiritual life, which is the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
before we can exercise any of the fimctions of a 
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child of God. We must be united by a Imng 
and real union to Jeaus, or we can draw no; 
spiritual benefit from the practice of any duty\ 
God gives hia Son freely : without any worth oA 
merit in us: only from his own sovereign willj, 
not because we were holy, or because he foresaw* 
that we might be holy, '^but that we should 6ffJ 
holy, and without blame before him in love. ToT 
grow in grace, and to derive any strength o^ 
benefit from any duty, we must be living in faith 
and dependence on Jesua Christ : we must be 
looking to Jesus as the Author and Finisher of ^ 
our faith : ' Without me ye can do nothing. To( 
grow, then, in grace, and in a clearer and more 
practical knowledge of Jesus Christ, let us: 

1. * Search the scriptures, which testify 
Jesus. The word of God is the incorruptiblfti 
seed by which, through the Spirit, we are bon 
again : it is also the spiritual food, which tha 
Lord hath provided for his children's spiritual 
growth. ^ As new-born babes, desire the sincer 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby. 
''Bring all that you hear and read, to the law 
and to the testimony. ''Listen to no preaching or 
teaching which would add to, or take away from 
any of the doctrines of the word of God. ® Cease, 



• Eph. i. 4. 



* Id. V. 39. 



^ Isa. viij. 20; Acts ji 
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vo) son, to hear the instruction thai causeth to 
err from the words of knowledge, "Our utter 
depravity and corruption by nature; Hhe indis- 
pensable necessity of being born again by the 
Holy Spirit, and of being continually sustained 
by bis influences : ''a full and free justification 
tlirough Jesus Clirist, and simply by faith in 
him, ^without the addition of any works or con- 
ditions : *a renunciation of all things for the 
sake of Christ, and a life of- holy obedience in 
purity of heart, and through love for bim : *tlie 
paramount authority of the word of God, to the 
entire exclusion, in mattei's of faith, of all that 
is human — are points we should bear in mind 
in all that we hear or read. If they be depre- 
ciated, if they be not prominently set forth, — 
though the book be adorned with all the garni- 
ture of human wisdom, though the preacher 
have the garb of an angel of light, yet sucli 
wisdom is but folly, such light is not from the 
Spirit— ^reject tbem — reject them as accursed. 
But go to the faithful and blessed word, in 
prayerful and spiritual application : it nou- 
rishes the Christian's graces. Here faith may 
be streugtliened and increased, by a contem- 
plation of the free and undeserved love of God, 



torn. iii. 23. 
' la. xi. 6. 
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as displayed in Jesus Clirist. By a beiieving ] 
use of the glorious promises, all yea and amea 1 
in the covenant of grace. By a consideration ] 
of the perfections of that everlasting covenant, 
not depending in the least on the insufficiency of i 
ruined man, but complete in the election and [ 
eternal love of Almighty God, in the perfect 
righteousness of Christ, aad the effectual opera- 
tions of the Holy Ghost. By silencing every j 
unbelieving fear and reposing on the boundless 
power and unfailing faithfulness of Almighty 
God. The word of God is a faithful 
that will not flatter. Here we may see our I 
spiritual state, exactly as it is in the sight off 
God : and so tlie Spirit works in us that godly 
repentance and those filial tears on account^ 
of sin, that self-distrust, which will keep usi 
humble and careful in our walk with God. Here | 
also holy love may be kindling into flame, ^by ' 
learning how and why we were found of him 
after whom we never sought : that he has loved 
us with an eternal love, — If the Spirit open our J 
eyes to the spiritual glories of the word, we'l 
shall discern therein more and more of the love- 
liness of him, who is fairer than the children of 
men, "who is altogether lovely. Thus we shall , 
have an increasing and more practical know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ, and thus our graces will I 
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be drawn forth and exercised. ^So that we 
all, with open face beholding, as in a glass, the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, evert as by the Spirit 
of the Lord. 

2. As you value growth in grace and in an 
experimental knowledge of Jesus Christ, be fre- 
quent in self-examination and meditation upon 
spiritual things. 'Dwell upon the concerns of 
eternity : upon the state of your soul with 
God : upon the Spirit's dealings with you : 
upon your infinite obligations to God, your 
Maker, Redeemer, and Sanctifier : upon the 
mercies and opportunities which you are receiv- 
ing, and the use you are making of them. In- 
quire earnestly, what are the effects which a 
knowledge of the truth produces. The neglect 
of this important duty is a common and fatal 
hindrance to growth in grace. ''We find it 
enjoined in many places in the word of God : it 
is, in the hands of the Spirit, a powerful means 
of opening our eyes to our own state, of pro- 
moting spiritual growth, and ensuring a happy 
and humble walk with God. 

3. From meditation go to prayer. Not formal 
prayer, which is, perhaps, as injurious to growth 
in grace as neglect of prayer. But a pouring 
out of the soul to God : the spiritual desires and 
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groanings of the new creature : humbled under 
the mighty hand of God for sin ; accompanied 
with a holy indignation and loathing of self: 
'perfumed with tlie odour of the merits and 
mediation of the Lord Jesus, offered up to God 
through him alone. Pleading the promises 
which have been made to believers through 
Jesus Christ. Looking for the answers to our 
petitions, and acknowledging them with thank- 
fulness and gratitude. Poor soul, that art 
earnestly desirous of growing in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, go on in faith ! Make known all thy 
sins, and failings, and weaknesses, and wants, in 
the name of Jesus ! Implore, for his sake, the 
help of the Blessed Spirit I Press on in his 
might to tiie very throne of grace! Not all the 
piwers of Iiell, nor the world, nor sin, can pre- 
vail against the prayer of faith, drawn forth by 
the Spirit of God, and offered in the name 
Jesus. Make known thy need, though it bi 
only with sighs and groans. Seek with earnest- 
ness, importunity, and zeal. And use, though 
with submission to the will of God, that holy 
boldness ; */ will not let thee go except tkou\ 
bless me. 

4. It is needful too, for spiritual growth, that 

we seek communion with such as love and fear 

= Rev. V.8. 'Gen. xxxii,2 
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the Lord. Such intercourse has a powerful 
teudency to promote a growth in grace, and an 
increasing knowledge of the preciousness of Jesus 
Christ. The Lord's especial blessing rests upon 
such intercourse: ^Tkey that feared the Lord 
spake often one to another : and the Lord heark- 
ened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance 
was written before him for them that feared the 
Lord, and that thought upon his name. And they 
shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day 
when I make up my jewels: and I will spare them, 
as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 
On the other hand, shun, not only the society of 
the openly wicked and profane, but of the formal 
or merely moral, who have not the inward prin- 
ciple of spiritual Hfe. In such company drow- 
siness and deadness as to spiritual things will 
insensibly creep over thee. You may spend 
days or months with snch, and not a word that 
savours of a hearty sense of sin, of love for Jesus, 
of the work of the Spirit, or of the mysteries of 
the kingdom. What canst thou find in stich 
society to profit thee, or to glorify him whom thy 
soul lovetii ? 

O, then, compare your own worthlessness and 
gnilt, with the riches, the grace, and glory, 
bat the Spirit has opened to your mind in the 
blessed word. Mourn over your sins : watch 
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and pray against them : seek the influences of 
the Spirit ; repose on the faithfulness of God ; 
rejoice in the perfect work of Jesus ; seek to 
abound in the fruits of righteousness ; in pati- 
ence possess your soul; by well-doing put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men : and grow 
in gracsy and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him he glory y both 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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Cant. iii. 3. 
Saw ye him whom my soul lomth ? 

A HEARSAY knowledge of Jesus is but a poor 
and UDprofitable tiling, that can do no man any 
real good. No, it must be imion with, and a 
real and experimental knowledge of, Jesus. It 
was of this vital and practical knowledge that 
Jesus spake : ' This is life eternal, that they might 
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent. 

The Spirit testifieth, ''that we must through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God- 
Hence the exercised and soul-afflicted child of 
God, who has experienced a godly sorrow for 
sin, a hungering and thirsting after Jesus, and a 
spiritual acquaintance with the Iiumblings and 
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teachings of the Holy Ghost, knows somethingj 
of this deep and experimental question. Saw yet 
him whom my soul lovetkf This is the believer' 
question. None but a believer can ask thi 
question : none but a believer knows the mean' 
ing of the question : none hut a believer can fed. 
the question : and if yon are a believer inrleed, 
having any experimental knowledge of spiritui 
things, it is doubtless a question you have often] 
asked and felt. 

Saw ye him whom my soul lovethf 'Atom 
time the Lord is found of them that seek hii 
not : in this scripture, he is not found of one that 
seeks him. How is that? If the blessed Spirit 
open our minds and reveal these things to us, wej 
shall find it profitable to inquire. It will endeai 
Jesus to our souls, and increase our confidence 
him who doeth all things well. 

Now we may pause a moment, and considi 
that time when we were dead in trespasses am 
sins. Ah, blessed be God, that was *in times" 
past: but still, I have not that communion with 
Jesus that I could desire! — That may be, yet 
we shall find it profitable to look ''to the rock 
whence we are hewn, and to the hole of the 
pit whence we are digged. — *0 how was it, or 
why was it that we were convinced of sin : tin 

» Iia. Uv. I. • Epli. ii. 2. » IsB. ii. 1 

6 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
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our conscience was awakeoe d: and that we were 
brought out of creature comforts, carnal coun- 
sels, and various refuges of lies, one after another, 
until we fell as dead at the feet of Jesus ! Ah, 
beloved, when we look at ourselves, we may 
well ask these things : but we can only in 
astonishment exclaim with Paul, ' Then it is not 
of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that sheweth mercy t 

Now, would you return again to that foolish- 
ness in which you once delighted ? Ah no, the 
Lord forbid, anything but that ! — Your poor 
weary and wounded soul has had a glimpse of 
the loveliness and preciousness of Jesus : you 
conclude yourself for ever lost without hia love : 
your affections and the powers of your soul now 
turn to Jesus, so that bosom idols, and wealth, 
and ease, and life itself, are all but as dross in 
comparison with him. — Ah yes, but ^O that I 
where I might find him, that I might come 
to his seat ! 

That is a blessed state of mind where this 
desire is truly felt, though perhaps not very 
comfortable. Blessed ! Yes, truly blessed : 
^Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled. 

It is not unusual that the Lord, in drawing 

e sinner to himself, at first manifests his love 
1 Rom. xi. S3. b job xxiii. 3. 9 Matt. v. 6. 
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But after a while, all this blessedoess is ^ 
Jesus withdraws his refreshing presence, 
every atom of comfort disappears. Jesus, thn 
believer's Sun, is absent, and clouds and darkfl 
nesB thicken around our souls, ^It is night, and ■ 
all the beasts of the forest creep forth. Cor- 
ruptions, that we thought dead long ago, again 
begin to distress and vex us : and the roariogi 
of Satan fill us with terror and alarm. 'We ar( 
made to possess tiie iniquities of our youth, 
to write bitter things against ourselves, and crj^ 
out in anguish, *0 that I were as in montfis poi 
as in the days when. God preserved me ; whei 
candle shined upon my head, and when by > 
light I walked throvgh darkness ! 

O, says some poor afflicted child of God, yoaa 
have just expressed the experience and language ' 
of my soul ! This is just my case : I have been 
now, such and such a time, groaning under the 
sorrows and desolations of spiritual desertion I — 
Ah, but what a blessed exercise will this be if it 
brings you to know more of the emptiness, 
worthlessness, and uncertainty of everything 
short of Jesus ! If it brings you out of every 
thing to a closer union with Jesus ! ■ 

By night on my bed I sought him whom ma% 
soulloveth. Ah, that was late and lazy seeking, 
you say 1 The understanding must have been 
9 Ps. civ. 20. 1 Job siii. 26. ' l.l. xxix. 
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dark and beclouded : the affections must have 
heen chilled aad drowsy ! That may be, but 
yet there is evidence of grace. There is some 
indication of opportunity for rest, for a bed is 
mentioned ; but there is no rest nor ease felt 
long, when Jesus is absent from the believer's 
soul. There is something exceeding sweet in 
that ; it shows that Jesus is the believer's life. 
Again, though it is night, dark, and not so 
much as a glimpse of the Beloved, yet that 
does not deter, there is a seeking Jesus. O let 
neither the world, nor sin, nor Satan deprive us 
of the comfort to be drawn from this ! The 
vanities of the world, the suggestions of carnal 
friends, the satisfactious of sin, are no longer 
thought of. Ah no, none but Jesus for a soul 
that has truly known a work of grace ! 

Si/ night Oft my bed I sought him whom my 
soul lovcth. The tenderness, the grace, the love 
of Jesus is recalled : the blessedness of com- 
munion with him is again considered : that 
makes the bereavement felt ; the precious peart 
is lost, and the search begins. 

There is a remembrauce of the Beloved in the 
night season. The search begins ; peHiaps in 
meditation, in self-examination, in application to 
the promises, for all our consolations are trea- 
sured up in the promises of God. But the 
promises are dead and powerless, tmtil the 
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Spirit apply them and give them life. Am 
so the soul passes through all these things, bi 
without success ; Jesus is not there. Withoi 
him, they are alias unsavoury to the believer '( 
taste, as the waters of Marah without the tree* 
Ah no, these means are precious, the believi 
knows their value, but if the Beloved shouli 
withdraw, 'they cannot satisfy. / sought hi 
whom my soul loveih ; I sought him, but I fom 
him not ! 

Now the poor believer's perplexity begins 
increase ; the enemy comes in like a flood. 
But still the root remains. Now you hear groans 
and cries : What, no sense of the presence of 
Jesus I O these cold and formal prayers 
These wandering thoughts I These sealed pn 
mises, that do not seem to belong to me ! I 
rest in tliis unhappy and mournful state 
longer, / will rise now '. O there are precious' 
marks of grace in thisi, though perhaps some of 
the workings of self may still be seen. Precious 
marks of grace, for Jesus is the object of the 
whole inquiry. I will rise now, I will lie here 



of 
'US^H 



^ Hjec omnia, ubi abscesBerit Verbum, perinde ac si oU| 
bullienti subtraxeris igiiem, quodam illico languore torpentti 
et frigida jacere incipiunt, atque hoc niihi sigouni absces- 
siunis ejus. Trietis sit necesse est anima mca, dunce iterum 
revcrtatur, ct solito recalcscat cor intra me : idque sit 
revcrsionis iiidiciom. — Bern, in Cunt. Ixxiv, 7. 
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no longer contented with the absence of the 
Beloved of my soul I * Arise, shake thyself from 
the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter 
of Zion ! But withal, something perhaps of 
^Samson's spirit when he awoke out of his sleep, 
and said, I will go out as at other times and 
shake myself: and he wist not that the Lord was 
departed from him. That prayer in the end of 
Psalm cxix. is very sweet and exceeding gra- 
cious, / have gone astray like a lost sheep : Lord, 
seek thy servant. What an humble confession 
of sin it begins with ! What a deep feeling of 
helplessness it expresses ! What an earnest desire 
for a renewal of communion with the Shepherd 
of the soul ! 

/ ivill arise now : but there is to be a yet 
further search : "an emptying from vessel to 
vessel, till the soul is brought to Jesus to be 
filled. The Holy Spirit thus brings us to 
an acquaintance with ourselves, with our cor- 
ruptions and our wants, that he may endear 
the Lord Jesus the more practically to our 
hearts. 

/ will arise now, and go about the city. There 
is to be no more delay, I will rise now : I will 
endure no longer the absence of the Beloved, 
And go about ilie city, the holy city, the gospel 

* Isa. lii. 1. s Judges xvi. 20. 6 Jer. xlviii. 11. 

T 2 
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church : 'the city which hath foundations, whoai 
Maker and Builder is God : the city where th6^ 
glory of the Lord is known, where his praise i 
celebrated. In the streets, and in the broad wayg^ 
I will seek him whom my soul lovetk. That : 
what I have done, says the believer. I sought] 
him amongst his people, in the ways in whicm 
they walk. No by-paths, no mere forms, nw 
crooked ways will answer my desire. The whole 
desire of my soul is, that I may know him. 
aim at nothing less than a spiritual and personaw 
intercourse with Jesus. O let me know that I ' 
have a living union with Jesus ! Let me but 
feel the sweetness of his presence in my soul I 
Let me but say in faith. My Beloved is mint 
and I am his J O that the Spirit would reveal! 
him to my heart ! I must enjoy his graciouj 
presence, or all is cold and dead : there is neifl 
ther rest nor ease for my poor deserted soul.- 
But ah, how mournful the issue of all my iaa 
quiry, and of all my search : I sought him, but } 
found him not ! 

Now the cause and origin of all real blessingj 
is in Jesus ; the Christian has been taught this' 
by tlie Spirit, and so seeks it in Jesus. To this 
end the Spirit draws the believer more and 
more comjiletely out of self and the world, 
' Heb. xi. 10. 
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siu, and formality, and into the fulness, and all- 
sufficiency, and glorious perfections of Jesus 
Christ. Do you, beloved, know anything of 
these sweet and blessed truths? — Ah yes, again 
you say, but, O that I might know more of them ! 
I have sought him, but found him not ! 

And all is of no use, says the devil ! — O time 
enough to think of these things by and bye, says 
the world : what, no amusement, nothing but 
religion ! — How you are altered, says the carnal 
relative or friend 1 — All fanaticism, says the 
formalist! — I am weary of it, says the carnal 
heart ! — Ah no, says the soul that is in the hands 
of the Lord of life. Give me Jesus, or else I die I 
"Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him! 
He is all my salvation, and all my desire : if I 
perish, I perish in his arms ! 

No, the search cannot be discontinued by the 
child of God. The more we see of Jesus, the 
more we desire to see of him, and the more we 
see our need of him. The soul now begins to 
make application to the ministers of Christ, to the 
watchmen of the city. ^Not to the sleepy, or to 
the ignorant, or to the unfaithful watchmen ; not 
to the dumb dogs that cannot bark, sleeping, 
lying down, loving to slumber : greedy dogs 
which can never have enough, all looking to 
their own way, every one for gain. Not to 
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those blind guides who would lead the soul intal 
the labyrinths of observances, and traditions, bcj 
wildering themselves and their followers — ah do^I 
none of thera will do for the soul that is reallyl 
seeking Jesus. The application is to the faithfull 
ministers, who know nothing but Jesus Chris^M 
and him crucified. They find the disconsolatel 
and perplexed soul : The watchmen that go abot 
the city found me: and to them, who have themil 
selves experienced a work of grace, who have am 
practical acquaintance with spiritual things, 
them the inquiry is again addressed, Saw ye 
him witom my soul loveth ? I have rejoiced in 
Jesus, but Jesus is now withdrawn ! O can 
you lead me to the Beloved of my soul ? Can J 
you guide me to the blessed consolations whiclll 
flow from him ? — But still there is the sam 
result. Again it is, / sought him, but I foum 
him not. 

Now there is a sweet and blessed lesson to 1 
learned from this. Sweet and blessed ! Yes 
for the creature is brought to nothing, and thd 
Lord is alone exalted. Ah no, neither prayers 
nor duties, nor brethren, nor ordinances, nor 
faithful ministers, no, nor the blessed word, canfl 
give the smallest comfort where the Lord is not.1 
^We may then write Ichabod upon them all, for 
the glory is departed. At times we are made 
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i to see that they are all empty cisterns, and 

I earthen vesssels, 'that the excellency of the power 

f may he of God, and not of us. 

Go on, then, poor mourning soul : blessed are 

[they who are so seeking, for they shall find. 
'You are treading in the footsteps of the flock. 

' You have lost the presence of the Beloved — then 
go to prayer — but I find him not. You try 
hearing, — but he is not there. Reading — the 
eyes are holden, that I cannot discern him. 

I Meditation — but no communion. You take sweet 
counsel with friend or faithful minister — but yet 
I find him not. Ah, what more ! Can more 
be done ? — O yea, beloved, and Jesus will yet 
reveal himself. With a deeper sense of your 
utter helplessness, your worthleasness, your 
wretchedness and need, go on. — Go on ! — Yes, 
still go on : use diligently and faithfully the 
precious means which the Lord himself pre- 
scribes : go on, but look beyond them all, and 
take comfort in the gracious result of the patient 
and earnest search recorded here : // was hut a 
little that I passed from thetn, hut I found him 
whom my soul loveth. 

The question before us, then, is the ordinary 
though deeply interesting and experimental ques- 
tion of a spiritually exercised child of God, The 
worldling never pours forth such complaints. 

= 2 Cor. iv. 7. 3 Cant. i. 8. 
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His inquiries are about tlie possession, the la- I 
crease, and the enjoyment of the tilings of this life.. I 
As for spiritual things, he never felt a desire for j 
any spiritual acquaintance with them. Nor can j 
you expect to hear such a question from the poor 
formalist. He is all for the outside of religion : 
for names, and forms, and ceremonies, and ob- 
servances, without hungering and thirsting forrj 
spiritual intercourse with Jesus : without any. I 
practical acquaintance with the living principle 
that animates and guides the child of God. He 
has never been brought to feel himself a lost and 
ruined sinner : to mourn continually over the^ 
plague of his own heart: and, sensible of hiaJ 
own utter worthlessness, to fall as dead at thej 
feet of Jesus : and therefore he cannot be sup-: 
posed to feci that Jesus is altogether precious to J 
his soul. He has never known the transcendent*] 
blessedness of a real union with Jesus Christ, i 
and the joys wiiich are experienced in the lighU 
of his countenance : and therefore he takes upJ 
with forma, and rests in them, without feeling any.f 
anguish when Jesus is not there. 

Now we may observe, that eternal and bound- ^ 
less love is the grand characteristic of all the 
Lord's dealings with his people. *We know that 
all thinffs work together for good to them that A 
love God, to them who are the called according i 
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Ito his purpose. " How is it then, that he with- 
|<iraws Ilia gracious presence, and seems at tioiea 
Ito hide his face, and fills their souls with sor- 
Irow? Ah ! not for want of love: ^for the moun- 
\ tains shall depart, and the hills shall be removed: 
I but my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be re- 
moved, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee. 
' The Lord never changes his purposes, nor 
withdraws his love. He changes his dispensa- 
tions, and in faithfulness afflicts his people for 
their profit : and these exercises, though not 
comfortable, are needful and salutary to the he- 
liever's soul, " No chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless 
afterward it yleldelh the peaceable fi~uit of righ- 
teousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 

1. The Lord may withdraw his gracious and 
refreshing presence, that we may esteem it more 
highly, and enjoy it more sweetly, when he 
vouchsafes it. He makes us the more deeply 
feel the value of it by its loss. This result is 
expressed in the fourth verse of tliis chapter, I 
found him whom my soul loveth : I held him, and 
would not let him go. Having once more come 
* Quare? — Ut desiderium crescat, ut probetur afFectuB, 
ut exerceatur amoris negotium. Sane ergo diss J mill at io est, 
non iiHJignatiu. — Sern. in Cant. Ixxv. 1. 
6 Isa. liv. 10, 1 Mnl. iii. fi. " Hub. xii. 11. 
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to an enjoyment of the presence of Jesus in the 1 
soul, there ia a holy resolution not to let him go. j 
To hold hira in the arms of faitli, as Jacob did, 
^ with weeping and supplication. The soul then j 
tries to keep him in a spiritnal use of ordinances | 
in the church, in tlie chambers of my mothers.^ 
house. 

2. We may have to mourn over spiritual 
desertion, to cause us to rest more completely 
and entirely in the wisdom and will of God. Ta 
teach us that we and all our comforts are in the 
hands of one whose sole prerogative it is to 
comfort them that mourn, and to bind up the 
broken-hearted. ^ To this end also the Lord re- 
strains at times his refreshing presence from the 
use of all the means of grace, that his peoph 
may not rest in the mere outward form, but that 
with humility and self-abasement they may ac- 
knowledge him, as the source and origin of allf 
their peace and comfort. 

3. The Lord withdraws the light of his coun- 
tenance to humble the child of God. A believer 
growing in knowledge of spiritual things, and in 
christian usefulness, is in great danger of spiri- 
tual pride. He is very liable to confide in his 
own strength, and to boast, with an eye to self, 
of what the Lord has done for his soul. 
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irfiarge was to some whom our Lord had healed, 
See thou tell no man. So the Lord iu this way 
humbles a man, takes down and destroys his 
confidence, and makes him practically acquaint- 
ed with the blessed effects of true humiliation : 
makes him feel that at the best he is but a poor 
and worthless sinner, and that there is no life 
lor peace but in lying low at the feet of Jesus. 

4. Again, the Lord thus exercises his people, 
that * they may know how to speak a word in 
season to him that is weary. That they may 
testify experimentally, * that though the afflic- 
tions of tlie righteous are many, yet the Lord 
delivereth him out of all. Yea, poor mourning 
soul, " all things are yours ! and the Lord trains 
and exercises ministers especially, in the deepest 
spiritual distress, for your especial service. ' He 
brings them up out of the horrible pit, and out 
of the miry clay : he sets their feet upon the 
Rock, and establishes their goings : he puts a 
new song into their mouth, even praise unto our 
God. And to what end ? — We are told, Mant/ 
shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the 
Lord. * Blessed be God, says such a one in ano- 
ther Scripture, eveu the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God 
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of all comfort: who comforleth us in all our tri- 
bulation, that we viay be able to comfort them I 
which are in any trouble, hy the comfort where- 
with we ourselves are comforted of God. O, how I 
iloes the practical and heartfelt language of 1 
such differ from the cold speculations of those i 
" who follow their own spirit, and have seen 
nothing ! 

5. Nor must we forget that the Lord withdraws I 
himself, and his people mourn, on account of sin, ] 
The Holy Spirit has been grieved, watchfulness 1 
has declined, the soul lias indulged in ease and 1 
carnal security : the devices of the enemy have i 
not been heeded ; indwelling corruptions have i 
been less thought of, and communion with Jesus 
has not been prized as once it was. The armour 
of righteousness has been neglected, and sin has 
again prevailed. The comforting and soul-sus- 
taining presence of the Lord cannot consist with , 
this : ' Thine own wickedness shall correct thee^ I 
and thy backslidings shall reprove thee : know! 
therefore and see that it is an evil thing andf 
bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy I 
God. 

The Lord dealt in this way with David after! 
his grievous fall. All his joy and gladness dis* 
appeared : " he feels as though all was lost, and | 
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there was need of a new creation : 'he is !n the 
deepest and most fearful spiritual distress : * he 
is made to possess the sins of his youth, and to 
'.tremble with horrors answerable to the guilt 
nt his abomination and the depth of his fall. He 
is laid in the place of dragons, in the lowest 
deeps, and brought to the very brink of hell. 

Ah then, iu every spiritual desertion, go, with 
the light of God's word, and with earnest suppli- 
cation for tlie teaching of God's Spirit, into the 
etate of your own heart. Is it sin that has occa- 
Bioned tlie Beloved to withdraw ? Ah, come 
again, as a poorer and more worthless sinner than 
before, to the precious and sanctifying blood of 
Jesus. It was this very sin, with all its aggra- 
vations, tliat was laid on Jesus, and drew forth 
groans, and cries, and the bloody sweat. For this 
he died, that thou miglitest live. O seek not to 
excuse or palliate your sin then, no, not with a 
single word. And while you employ the various 
means which the word of God directs, for the 
maintenance of a holy and happy walk, yet 
remember they are but means, which owe every- 
thing of any worth to the presence of the Lord. 
Let sin be brought to the cross of Christ, ^ and to 
that one offering fur sin once offered, by which 
■ ever done away. Consider the mighty 
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love of God, " and the all-sufficiency of that pre- 
cious blood which cleaaseth from all sin. Sin 
will live and thrive anywhere but at the cross of 
Christ. Let not a sense of unworthiness and 
guilt keep you back one moment from casting 
yourself on the mercy of God, displayed in Jesus 
Christ : let not corruption, or the power of unbe- 
lief, deter you from pouring out your whole heart 
before the Lord : ^ When I kept silence, my 
bones waxed old through my roaring all the d 
long : for day and night thy hand was heavy 
upon me : my moisture is turned into the ' 
drought of summer — 1 acknowledged my sin unto 
thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, 
I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

^ Beware too, especially of besetting and che- 
rished sins. They may be deeply rooted, and 
accompanied with many extenuations, and cost 
you many conflicts, — but they are the sins which 
are peculiarly displeasing to God ; they are the I 
sins which harden grievously the heart, and ' 
deaden fatally the spiritual powers — ^ they are I 
the little foxes which spoil the vines. 

O then, believer, be honest with thyself! You 
have an experimental acquaintance with the 



fi 1 Jolin i. 7. 



THE BELIEVER S QUESTION. 



287 



iiwwer and sinfulness of that polluted nature 
hicli yet dwells within you. You know what it 
,is to be a fallen creature : you are not ignorant of 
le devices of Satan. then, come to Jesus, 
■with an unfeigned resolution to part with every- 
thing, and to follow him. In Jesus every duty 
will be found a privilege. There will be deliver- 
!-*nce from the power, as well as from the guilt of 
™n. It is not a slothful indififerent desire that 
has promise of the blessing, or that evidences a 
work of grace, but a hungering and thirsting, a 
holy ardour, that can be satisfied with nothing 
less than the spiritual presence of the Beloved, 
and the spiritual assurance of his love. 
, Now, beloved, who have tasted that the Lord 
lis gracious, you know what it is to want his pre- 
sence, — Do you know what it is to seek it? O 
what a blessed effect and evidence it is of the 
Spirit's gracious work, to he brought to cry with 
.David, ' My soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty 
'.nd! O Lord, I thirst and languish, not after 
the applause of men, not after the wealth or plea- 
sures of the world, but for him who is the Be- 
loved of my soul ! O how forcibly and instruc- 
tively does that Scripture express the desires of 
the believer's heart ; ' My soul followeth hard 
after thee ! Nor let us, in our darkest and 
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dreariest seasons, forget the cheering words 
which support the believer's spirit : and thy right 
hand upkoldeth me ! 

O blessed and happy are they who are thus 
seeking Jesus ! ' They are sure to find, or rather 
to be found of him, * / said not unto the seed of 
Jacob, seek i/c me in vain. Ah, how is it then, 
that many are so long complaining of and lan- 
guishing in spiritual life, for want of a lively 
communion and intercourse with Jesus ? Is there 
that earnest, search which has the promise ? ' If 
thou seek the Lord thy God, thou shall find him, 
if thou seek him loith all thy heart and with alt 
thy soul. At times, an absent Christ is rather a 
matter of talk tlian an exercise of grace. O how 
is it with you ? ** The Lord is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek htm. 

There is a blessedness in thus seeking Jesus, 
Art thou in darkness? — Then hear the gracious 
promise : ^ I am the light of the world : he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life. 

Ah, but I feel so dead in spiritual thinga 
Then be earnestly seeking Jesus. ' Seek the Lord, 
and ye shall live : seek him that turneth the sha- 
dow of death into the morning, and maketh the 
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day dark with night. O how is it that there is 
so much deadness and coldness ? that so much 
formality creeps over us ?— because our liearts 
are not wholly taken np with the desire to know 
none but Jesus, tlie sweetuess, the excellency of 
Jesus. O blessed Saviour Jesus, ^ Let all those 
that seek thee, rejoice and be glad in thee ! 

' T'ke young lions do lack, and suffer hunger : 
hut they that seek the Lord shall not want any 
good thing. Hear this, ye blessed, who seek and 
monrn after the Beloved of your soul ! Enlarge 
your desires : * open wide your mouth : you 
shall want no good thing. O, I leave all things 
to the Lord, but give me Jesus, or else I die ! 
Let me know that tlie Beloved is mine, and that 
I am his ! — Ah, that is indeed a noble desire, 
worthy the heir of heaven 1 Christ is thine : 
he will * give thee the desire of thy heart, aud 
will not withhold the request of thy lips I 

O let his absence but serve to kindle your 
declining zeal, to warm your decaying love, to 
animate you with increasing abhorrence of sin! 
O let it be an exercise of faith in the unchange- 
able faithfulness of God ! * For a small moment 
have 1 forsalten thee ; hut with great mercies 
■will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my 
face from, thee, for a moment : hut with ever- 
9 Ps. xl. 16. > Pa. xxxiv. 10. « Ps.lxxsi. 10. 
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lasting kindness will I have mercy upon thee^ 
saith the Lord thy Redeemer ! 

^ Cast not away, therefore, your confidence, 
which hath great recompence of reward : for ye 
have need of patience, that, after ye have done the 
will of God, ye might receive the promise : for 
yet a little while, and he that shall come, will 
come, and will not tarry. 

^JEven so, come Lord Jesus ! 

5 Heb. X. 35. ^ Rev. xxii. 20. 



SERMON XIV. 



THE JUDGMENT. 



We must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ. 

How overwhelming the importance, how uni- 
versal the application, of these solemn words ! 
Whatever be our station in this life, whether it 
be high or low, whether it be of ease and afflu- 
ence, or of labour and poverty — we all — all — 
from the mightiest to the meanest, 'must stand 
before the judgment-seat of Christ. 

To each of us has been committed, in the 
station assigned to us, tlie all-important work of 
preparing for eternity. *The time and oppor- 
tunity which has been allotted us is passing 
swiftly away, and that period is steadily and 
rapidly approaching, when to us, opportunity 
and time shall be no longer. 
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Amidst the occupations and bustle of life, en- 
grossed by its business acd its cares, or beguiled 
by its vanities and follies — O what multitudeaj 
there are, whose attentions and anxieties 
fixed upon those transitory things which theyJ 
are soon to quit for ever, while tliey are makiag 
little, perhaps do preparation for that awful tini 
when they must appear in their real character,! 
before the judgment-seat of Christ ! 

And are there none such here ? Is thet 
here no thoughtless, careless creature, whose 
mind has perliaps never dwelt a moment on thag 
fearful judgment from which there ia no e 
— Ah yes, there are many such, 'from the chil^ 
who is commencing his career by an unconcen 
about the tilings of eternity, to those of maturesj 
years, who have been long devoting themselves 
to the interests, to the ways, and to the pleasure* 
of the world, deluding themselves with hoped 
and purposes of finding some *more convenie 
season to prepare for that righteous Judge, ivht 
will render to every one, ' ic'Uhout respect of per 
sons, accordmg to that he hath done, whether it i 
good or bad. 

Hearken, brethren, — the subject is j 
solemn one ! It must not be put off", there is no^ 
more convenient season. Death and judgment, 
heaven or hell : joys inconceivable, or torments 

aProv. XX. 11. * Atts xsiv. 23. * I Pet. i 
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unutterable, for ever ; and all with unceasing 
rapidity hastening on : nearer now than ever 
they have been before ! 

"I charge you then, in the name of Almiglity 
God, 38 you would enjoy his love, or as yon 
would escape his wrath ; as you value your ever- 
lasting life : be Iioncst with yourself! Go into 
the secrets of your own heart, and faithfully 
'judge yourself, that you be not judged of the 
Lord. O pray for the euHghtening aids of the 
Spirit of God, that you may indeed "bear witli 
your ears, and see with your eyes, and under- 
stand with your heart: and that you may know 
indeed whether you have good and gospel 
grounds for hope. 

"But I am no drunkard, no, nor thief, nor 
unclean, nor liar, nor swearer, nor sabbath 
breaker, nor profane, nor infidel ! — It is well 
you are not. 'These, we all know, have the 
sentence of eternal death written on their very 
foreheads: 'they shall not stand in the judg- 
ment: 'they must have their part in the lake 
that burns for ever and ever. 

O it is well, but it is not enough that you are 
not one of these. *Tlie Pharisee could say that 
he was not as other men, that he was no extor- 
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tioner, nor adulterer, nor unjust : *but we must I 
be something more, or whatever we may thinks 
of ourselves, whatever men may think of u8i| 
God will condemn us. We may have the "form I 
of godliness without the power. Amongst men I 
the conduct may be ^amiable and blameless, just I 
and upright, compassionate and charitable: all J 
this, and much more may Bubsist, yes, and fre< f 
quently does subsist, where there is no work of I 
grace, no godly sorrow for sin, no faith in the \ 
blood of Jesus, no love for God, no principle of J 
spiritual life. 

O let me then ask you solemnly, What is it! 
that you have, whereon to rest your hopes ibf 
death, in judgment, and for eternity ? ^Are yoi| J 
born again of the Spirit of God ? Have yoal 
that principle of spiritual life which is the giftl 
of tlie Holy Ghost? Do you not only profesi 
the Lord Jesus Christ, but do you as a needjJ 
sinner put your 'whole dependence and trust inl 
Jesus? Do you truly * serve him, and live tdl 
him? 'Do the affections of your soul flow out, 
and fix themselves on Jesus? ^Is the word of 
God your guide ? Is love for God *the ruling 
principle of your life and conversation ? Do you 
know what it is to have and to enjoy continually 

a Matt V. 20. " 2 Tim. iii. 5. T Luke xviii. 21. 

B John iii. 3, 5. 9 Col. ii. 7. ' Mat. i. 6. 
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. sweet and revereiilial intercourse with God? 
(ire you now, solemnly, or are you not, nmkiug 
Mthe glory of God, and tlie Balvation of your soul, 
ie very end and business of your life? 
If not, — if your conijuct be but such, as may 
i produced by the influence of other motives; 
Py a regard to custom or worldly interests, or 
perely "by a respect for the opinions of men — 
j^hilst practically you ^know nothing of tlie 
Quickening, and sanctifying operations of tlie 
Poly Ghost ; nothing of a sweet and endearing 
nion with, and dependence on Jesus Christ : 
aothing of a constraining, and all-pervading 
iove for God, — O then, indeed, you are not born 
q^f God — you are one of that numerous dass who 
^re all, in various ways, ^living without God in 
the world. Though in words you may acknow- 
ledge God, yet you live, a few cold and outward 
forms excepted, as you would, ^did you believe 
there was no God, or that he was such a one 
as man. 'In danger, perhaps, you may feel 
alarmed : in prospect of death and judgment, 
conscience may be uneasy : but as for pardon of 
l^io through the blood of Jesus ; as for the vital 
nd transforming operations of the Holy Spirit ; 
B for a life of Christian holiness ; as for a saving 
rptereat in the promises and privileges of the 
T Matt. XV. 13. 
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Covenant of Grace : — why, you have never I 
sought them, you have no inward anxiety about J 
them. Your 'time and your thoughts are divided J 
between your occupations and pursuits, and I 
between the amusements and vanities of the J 
world. An awful visitation, or a glimpse of your | 
real character, may for a time arouse you : but J 
then you defer your convictions to a more con- 
venient season, and so the impression vanishes, J 
and you are again the same decent, solf-rigliteous J 
formalist, or the same thoughtless, careless | 
worldling, that you were before. O.is it 
truly thus with you? 

And then, perhaps you feel no great uneasiness 
about tliese things. Does not the outward regu-j 
larity and decency of your life keep you froiftl 
questioning your spiritual state? Do you not J 
at times think that so much anxiety about thsl 
salvation of your soul is needless? Does not tlu 
language and conduct of your carnal friendsd 
suggest the same ? O let me ask you, Is 
truly thus with you ? 

Now the great, the solemn question is, whe-"l 
ther these things meet tlie requirements of the 
word of God, and whether they will satisfy God 
himself. However easily you may delude your- 
self; however plausibly you may impose uponJ 
otiicrs : there is one whom you cannot deceive,! 
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;d, ah, will it not be indeed ^a fearful thing to 
II into the hands of the limng God f 
Again, then, in the name of the dreadful and 
sternal God, I solemnly exhort you to consider 
at God *hath appointed a day in which he will 
fudge the world in righteousness. ^In that day 
Lord Jesus shall he revealed from heaven, 
th his mighty angels, in flaming fire : ^and all, 
small and great, shall stand before him. 
'' jind he will bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and make manifest the most secret things 
of every heart. Ah, what, if all the world now 
pronounce thee blessed, and thou then art found 
in an unconverted and unpardoned state ! Ah, 
poor, careless soul! There thou shait ^give ac- 
count of every idle word, and of every unlioly 
look, and of every sinful thought : and thine 
own mouth shall confess the judgment just. The 
Lord himself shall pronounce the sentence : 
}Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kijig- 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
>rld ; or, ^Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
isting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. 
Ah, that you would consider these words awhile : 
Come ye blessed, or, Depart ye cursed. One or 
the other of them will be pronounced to every 

s 2 Thess. i. 7. 
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one of US. As you fear ^ the treiuendous wrath 
of the Lamb ! as you would rejoice throughout i 
eternity in his glory and his love ! as you havft; 
any pity for your precious soul ! ah, think 
awiiile on these solemn words ! — the most joyful 1 
words, or the most tremendous doom ever to be ] 
heard by the eara of man. — Ah, that every lover J 
of tlie world, and every seeker of pleasure, would I 
think on these awful words ! That every formal, J 
heartless, outside professor, who has not the I 
Spirit of Christ I ah, that all who have not yei J 
made up their minds unfeignedly to follow I 
Christ I that all who esteem the fleeting pomps I 
and vanities of earth, more than the never end- 
ing glories and realities of heaven ! ah, that all 
would hear ! There is nothing between us and 
eternity, all that is unspeakable in its joys, ot J 
all that is tremendous in its horrors, but, a litthi 
while. 

Come ye blessed, or. Depart ye cursed ! Ab,fl 
can you make light of these things ? Can yoal 
go away and forget them? Can you think that I 
they concern not you? O take them to your 1 
heart. If your faith, and your hopes, and your I 
affections be with Jesus, and your heart sanctH I 
fied by the Spirit, and you are living to the-l 
glory of God, — ' Rejoice, rejoice and be exceedim 
glad, thou shall never come into condemnation,^ 
'' Kev. VI. 16. ■> Luke s 
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But if not — O how can you live a moment longer 
in such a state? What ! contented, and merry, 
and careless, and the wrath of Almighty God 
abiding on you ! What I no sense of sin, and 
danger, and misery, and the word of God ''speaks 
nothing to t/ou but lamentation, and mourning, 
and woe ! Then stay ! Not one step more in 
the way to eternal death. 'Sinner as thou art, 
there is full salvation for thee in Josus Christ. 
This moment then, at once, without reserve and 
unfeignedly turn to God, and believe in Jesus 
for salvation, or, as the Lord liveth, thou wilt be 
driven as accursed from his presence, ^into that 
_ torment where the worm dieth not, and where 

he 6re is never quenched. 

' But may I not be saved without all this seri- 
ous, earnest striving ? Why, if I give myself up 
to such a life as this, my friends will wonder at 
me, the world will deride me, men will call me 
mad! — ''And who art thou, that thou shouldest 
he afraid of a man that shall die, and of the so7t 
of maji which shall be made as grass : ayid for- 
gettcst the Lord thy Maker f Fear ye not the 
reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their 
revilings : for the moth shall eat them up like a 
garment, and the worm shall eat t/icm up like 
wool! Beware of their deceits. The world will 

♦ EzeL ii. iO. s Hub. vii. 25. e Mark ix. 44. 
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seek to deceive you : Satan will seek to deceivel 
you : your own heart will seek to deceive you : I 
yea, though one rose from the dead, be might I 
deceive you. But there is One who will not, I 
cannot deceive: and his word is, °Vcj-il}/ I say I 
unto you, Except ye be converted, and become eu I 
little children, ye shall not enter into the king 
of heaven. H^erihj, verily, I say unto you, except | 
a man be bom again, he cannot see the khigdom i 
of God. ^Whosoever doth not bear his crosa,\ 
and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 'Strive I 
to enter in at the strait gate : for many, I aoyj 
unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall notm 
be able ! 

Once more then you have heard these things^ I 
as they stand in the word of God. Now what I 
say you? What is your resolve? Are you truly ] 
born again of the Spirit of Gotl ? Have you a ] 
real and living union with Jesus Christ? I3 ' 
your life holy ? You may easily put aside thes 
questions now. You will find, alas, too many to ! 
help you to do it. You may deride them as | 
unnecessary. You may scoff at them as over- 
religious. But the words you have heard, are 
not my words, they are the words of the liv 
God : and remember you will hear of them at ike 
judgment-scat of Christ. 

B MatU xviii. 3. 9 John iii. 3. ■ Luke xiv. S 

E 111. xiii. 24. 
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O then, as you value the salvation of your 
irecious soul, put not these things away: do not 
shuffle them off. O let not man, nor anythiug 
that man can do, beguile you of the salvation of 
your soul. 

Once more let me ask you, solemnly. Are you 
bora again ? Has a thorough change been 
wrought in you ? Do you find and feel witliin 
your heart the priuciple of spiritual life, leading 
p you to a hearty abhorrence of sin, and to nn 
taruest desire to live to the glory of God ? You 
now, that ^without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord. Now is your life a holy life ? Is It what 
rthe Bible means by having *the conversation 
□□ heaven, 'being spiritually minded, ^walking 
with God, and such like? Or is it a pleasure- 
loving, money-seeking, idle, visiting, gossiping, 
worldly life ? Is your life what the Bible means 
by a life of Christian holiness? Is it anything 
like it 1 Or are you again, with the poor, 
deluded, self-righteous formalist, going through 
a round of various duties, as your ground of hope 
at the judgment-seat of Christ ? O then let me 
tell you, by the awful authority of the word of 
^such righteousness is all abomination, it is 
filthy in the sight of God. ^Jesus alone is the 
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lum and end of all true religion : and 
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scheme which fosters and lifts up self in any ] 
sliape, self-indulgence or self^righteoiisnesSj is ] 
false and ruinous. Have you then, as a wretched 
sinner, felt your need of Jesus? And has 'the 
sweet and precious name of Jesus reached your 
heart, 'as the Balm of Gilead, to the healing of ] 
all your spiritual wounds 7 

Now, what says your heart to these things ? 
Are you truly converted? Are you living a ' 
life of gospel holiness ? Is every hope of pardon 
and acceptance in Jesus Christ? 'Ah, there 
may be some hearing these things as though 
they heard them not ; and they will go away as i 
heedless as they came, and forget them, and , 
laugh, and be merry, and consider not where 
they are to dwell for ever. O then, what more 
can be said ! '^ Awake, awake, put on strerigth, O 
tkou arm of the Lord I awake as in the ancient 
dai/s, in the generations of old ! Art thou not 
it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon! 
O set free every ungodly sinner, every care- 
less worldling, every self-righteous formalist ! 
*Death is at hand, and in the grave and hell 
there is no hope of escape or raercy. O mighty 
and blessed God, convince every unconverted 
soul of their danger, and misery, and sin ! Thou 
art a Judge &om whom nothing can be hid • 

9 1 Pet. ii. 7. ' Jer. viii. 22. ' Id. v. 3. 

Msa-li. y. 'Eccl. ix. 10. 
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before thy judgment-seat we all must stand : 
thou art just and holy: fi'om thy power there 13 
no escape, and thy 'wrath is the ruin of body and 
soul in the never-ending fires of hell ! 

Now, what says your heart to these things? 
Ifyouarenot liviug to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as ^oue bought with his precious blood : — if your 
conscience, if your life — 'if the searching word 
declares that you are none of bis — that you love 
him not — O answer, aa you will answer to the 
Lord himself, what can you have to say 1 Is it 
that you have not felt your need of Jesus ? Not 
felt your need of Jesua I AIi, look upon your 
sins i ^ Call upon the Holy Spirit to convince 
you of them ! Consider them I ^they are more 
in number than the sands : in magnitude aad 
aggravation they are like the mountains. There 
is your sinful nature, — a sinful and careless life, 
sinful thoughts, sinful looks, sinful words, sinful 
actions, sins of childhood, sins of youth, sins of 
your maturer life ; sins of omission, sins of every 
moment of your life, yea, there is nothing but 
sins : and you will bear of all these, yea, vou 
will hear 'of every idle word at the judgment- 
seat of Christ. 

O, have you been brought to cry out for 
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THE JUDGMf-NT. 



Believe on the Lord Jesits Christ, and thou shalfm 



be saved. 'Had 



yoi 



the sins of ( 



I 



sinner ;• 
were you the unhoHest sinner out of hell, there 
is salvation full and free, glorious salvation fop I 
thee in Jesus Christ. There is pardon and I 
Iiealing for all your sins, *There is holiness ] 
sufficient for all your need. And ah, poor, blind, 
and careless sinner ! Poor, anxious, toiling 
worldling ! — Poor, deluded, self-righteous form- 
alist ! — There is no happiness, no peace, 
holiness, no safety in the ways you take. No, I 
you never can be safe, nor happy, nor holy, until I 
you give yourself up without reserve to Jesua-I 
Christ. 

But if, after all, you are still for delaying, and ] 
hesitating whether you should, or should not, at I 
once forsake every sin, and turn with full pur- 
pose of heart to God, through Jesus Christ— ah, 
poor self-deceiver, you are trifling with such ' 
weighty, tremendous things, as death, and judg- 
ment, and heaven, and hell. If you repent, it 
must be now. If you seek salvation through 
Jesus Christ, it must be now. 'Behold, now is \ 
the accepted time : behold now is the day of sal- 
vation ! O listen to the solemn warnings of the I 
word of God : ^He that, being often reproved^ 
hardenetk his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 
and that without remedy. 



* Isa. lii: 



' 1 Cor. i. 30. 
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But is it salvation that your soul now desires ? 
Is it that you may have a good hope iu death ? 
That you may stand with humble and holy 
joy at the judgment-seat of Christ? Then for 
tliis the Word was made flesh. For this ^he 
poured out his soul unto death : for this he bled 
and died. For this he follows you with the out- 
pourings of his love. He speaks by his word, 
^by his ministers, yea, by his blessed and mighty 
Spirit, and all for this gracious end, that you 
may turn and live. ^Ho every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters ; and he that hath no 
money ; come ye, buy and eat : yea come, buy 
wine and milk without money and loithout price. 
The choicest gospel blessings are all yours, and 
freely as grace can give. Is it condemnation 
that you fear? ^Verily, verily, I say unto you. 
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation ; but 'is passed from death 
unto life. Is it the judgment and the Lord 
Jesus that you fear? Ah poor believer, art thou 
his indeed ! — though thou sbouldcsC fall down at 
his feet as dead : dismayed at his awful, glorious 
presence — his right hand will raise thee up, and 
his voice will speak peace and comfort to thy 
soul. ^Fear not : I am the first and the last : I 

I Isa. liii. 12. 8 2Cor. V. 20. 9Isa.lv. 1. 
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am he that livetk and was dead : and, behold, 
am alive for evermore, Amen: and have the keyA 
of hell and death. 

But do you hesitate and draw back throug 
love of sin? Have you some darling lust yod 
cannot part with 1 Has the world your heart 
and you feel you cannot give it up 7 Do yow 
love your idle pleasures, your worldly friends» 
your ungodly companions, more than your owd 
Boul, or more than Jesus? Does interest, or any^ 
thing, stand in the way of a devoted service l 
the Lord Jesus ? Then, as the Lord liveth, yooB 
are the enemy of your own soul. You haw 
spoken that word against your own everlastii^ 
life. Death will lay hold on you, and carry you" 
before the judgment-seat of Christ : and then 
wrath, and hell fire, and piercing, unconsuming^ 
torments, are yours for ever. But will you now 
with true repentance, forsake every sin, and un4 
feignedly turn to God, and take Christ for your 
all in all, and his word for your guide, and seek 
with heart and earnest for his Holy Spirit to . 
direct you — then to the glory of God the Fathei 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, it is dond 
to the salvation of your precious soul : you shal 
never come into condemnation : yon have i 
ready passed from death uuto life. 

Come now, let us commune a little with our 
own hearts, as to what the Lord hath done for 
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our souls, ' and not rest satisfied until we know 
how the matter really stands in the sight of God. 
Solemnly now, is religion, — not formality, not 
lifeless formality, — but is the spiritual service of 
God, the business of my life ? Is my heart 
engaged, not with pleasure, nor with self, 
nor with the world, nor with sin, no, nor 
with anything, but is it engaged for Jesus? 
Are my affections fixed on him ? Do I with a 
gracious sorrow mourn over all my sins, my past 
sins, and my daily sins ? Do I pray against sin, 
and strive against all that I know to be contrary 
to God's holy will? Do I look alone for pardon 
through the precious blood of Jesus, and for 
strength from the Holy and Blessed Spirit ? Do 
I read the Word as the test and touchstone of 
my real character, as the title-deeds of my inhe- 
ritance ? When I begin * to grow dull, and cold, 
and careless, and formal, and sleepy in spiritual 
things, do I implore the Spirit to quicken me to 
spiritual life, by turning my eyes again to Jesus 
as the Author and Finisher of my faith? Is the 
spiritual service of God my delight ? The world, 
and sin, and carnal pleasure loatlisome? Do I 
^ look upon my own righteousness as imperfect 
and defiled, and trust alone to the perfect righte- 
ousness of Christ? Is my will resigned with 
confidence and acquiescence to the wisdom and 



» 1 Sara, ii 
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will of God ? — Ah,stay,stay, some poor trembling 
child of God will cry : — Alas, I know these things 
to be all my duty, but ^ the good that I icould, 
I do not : and the evil which I would not, that 
do. Alas ! I know it to be my duty to ' watch, 
and pray, and faint not ; but, witii the discipl 
I find it a hard thing ^ to watch even one hourj 
O these things are desired, rather than ex] 
rienced. I am faint, and cold, and dull, 
look upon Jesus as all my desire, and all mi 
salvation, but O how lazy, and bitrren, and 
active am I about such weighty, awful, glorioi 
things, as repentance towards God, a holy ai 
shining gospel life, faith in the Lord Jesus, jaj 
in the Holy Ghost, and the judgment-seat 
Christ ! 

Beloved in the Lord, put away, ^ as a deat 
and accursed thing, whatever you find the oc< 
sion of sin, or carelessness and indifierence 
your eternal welfare. Put it away, at once, anj 
for ever far away. ' Whether it be companioi 
or pleasure, or practice, or book, or whatever it 
may be, away with it. Examine well the grand 
and fundamental work , * Repentance towards. 
God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
sound conversion and a real change by the Holi 
Spirit. O think of the judgment-seat of Christ 
— think of the torments of hell, and of the joys 



B Matt. 31 
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and blessedness of heaven. ^ Ah, these are things 
worthy of all our searching of heart, of all our 
diligence and zeal. look to Jesus : dwell upon 
that perfect and glorious work * whereby he has 
made you hope. Plead his promises; depend 
upon them. Live less on self, and more on 
Jesus. Meditate deeply and frequently on all 
you read of him. Let a spiritual contemplation 
of his blessed life make you more humble and 
self-denying, more spiritual and vigorous in 
serving liim. Let his perfect obedience per- 
formed for you, his meritorious sufi'ering endured 
for you, be the strong rock of your faith, and the 
only ground of all your hopes. Seek more of 
the precious and blessed communications of the 
Holy Spirit, to mortify your corruptions, and to 
lift your heart to Jesus. Beloved, you know that 
the Blessed Spirit began the gracious work : you 
know that without the Spirit, it cannot be carried 
on. * 2'Ae fruits of the Spirit are love and joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance. 

Neglect not ordinances : but do not rest in 
ihera. Without Jesus, they are but empty cis- 
terns. seek Jesus in them ! Think of the 
awful judgment-seat of Christ, and indulge not 
in the smallest sin : give yourself up, soul and 
body, to the spiritual service of the Lord. 
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And may we not look forward to the judgment- 
seat of Christ with some hope from our own per- 
fections ? — Ah, do not mock tlie believer, by- 
talking to him of comfort from his own perfec-' 
tiona ! His desire is to be found, not having his 
own righteousness. Jehovah Jesus is our righte- 
ousness, and our God our glory. Ah, tell nol 
the believer of liis own righteousness, or he wil 
be telling you of the plague of his own heart Jj 
* lie will tell you that there is a law in his mem- 
bers warring against the law of his mind, He 
will tell you that one effect of the Spirit's gra.. 
cious work has been ' to convince him that he i*] 
a poor, weak, and worthless sinner ; and thati 
® Jesus only is the source of all his wisdom, am 
righteousness, and aanctification, and redem] 
tion 

Ah no, tell not the believer of his own righl 
ousnesa ! You fill him with shame. You para' 
lyse all the powers of hia aoul. Ah no, if you 
would lead him to the source of all his spiritual 
strength : if you would urge him on in his spiri- 
tual course : if you would sustain hira in thi 
hour of death, and give him hope for the day of 
judgment : — tell him of the cross of Christ ! 
Tell him of the wonders of redeeming love ! Tell 
him of that glorious righteousness, and that pi 
cious blood, that can make him pure indeed* 
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I him that faithful saying, ^ that Christ Jesua 
Fcame into the world to save sinners ! ' Tell him 

■ that grace, yes, glorious triumphant grace, for 
lever reigns ! * O tell him that his Judge will be 
B'Bo other than his Redeemer and the Beloved of 
I his sonl. 

Blessed and happy child of God I How does 
iftll that the world regards, and all that the world 

■ tontains, fade and utterly vanish away before the 
glory that awaits thee I ' Beloved, now a?e we the 
S071S of God, and it doth not yet appear wftat we 
shall be! We ! we, burdened with sin, and 
guilt, and doubts, and fears! — Ah yes, all for 
ever washed away in the precious blood of Jesus ; 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 
does not yet appear what we shall be, — Not yet 
appear what we shall be I And we read that 
there shall be no more sin nor sorrow : no proud 

I nor unbelieving heart: no dull, nor cold, nor 
Itarnal frame : no doubts, no fears ; neither tempt- 
Bdalii 
nunc 



9 1 Tim. i. 15. ^ Rom. v. 21. 
; egregia esoritur consolatio, quod penes eum judi- 
Q Budimus esse. Non modica certe securitBB, quod non 
d aliud tribunal eistemur, quam Redemptorig nostri, a quo 
t expectaiida : praiterea quod ille qui per Evangeliuiii 
FjDunc Eetemaai beatitudinem promittit, tunc: ratam promis- 
sionetn judicando facturus est. Ergo in Iiunc finem, Pater 
Filium iionoravit, onine judicium illi deferendo : ut ita 
conscientiis suorum, terrore judicii trepidis consuluerit. Cab). 
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atioti, nor liunger, nor thirst, nor sleep, nor la-- 
hour : neitlier aching head nor mourning heart !l 
When there shall be nothing but love and joy, -V 
and praise and blessedness to all eternity: aa I 
immortal body shining as the brightness of the 1 
firmament : the society of saints and angels : the 
new name, the crown of glory: the presence of J 
God and of the Lamb ; and it doth not i/efA 
appear what we shall be! — No, it doth not yet-] 
■appear what we shall be, *for eye hath notseen^ 1 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart j 
of man, the things which God hath prepared for '\ 
them that love him. No, we can only say, We ■] 
know, that when he shall appear, we shall he like J 
him, for we shall see him as he is. Ah, but the | 
Lord hath spread a table for us in the wilderness, 
and furnished it with angels' food : a spiritual 
banquet fit indeed for the song of God ! 

Now, beloved, seeing ye know these things, ' 
" What manner of persons ought ye to be in all m 
holy conversation and godliness, looking for and A 
hasting unto the coming of the day of God f 

Ah, consider how quickly we most all appear I 
before the judgment-seat of Christ ! O dreadful " 
and tremendous day, when the command shall 
go forth, and none shall resist ! When the care- 
less, and the worldly, and the wicked, and the 
lukewarm, and the hypocrite, shall be driven £iB 
■> 1 Cor, ij. 9. * 2 Pet. iii. 11. 
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iccursed from the preaence of the Lord, and 
•om the glory of his power, into that torment 
where the worm dieth not, and where the fire is 
never quenched ! O blessed and glorious day ! 
when the faithful followers of Jesus shall enter 
into the joy of their Lord, ^ the kingdom prepared 
for them before the foundation of the world ! 
^ When there shall be no more sin, nor sorrow, 
nor death I 

O mighty God, thou art able from stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham ! O blessed 
Saviour Jesus, who hast the keys of hell and 
death, release every captive soul ! O Holy 
Spirit, shine upon every darkened heart ! implant 
the principle of spiritual life, and fit our souls for 
glory ! 

° And now, little children, abide in him ; that, 
I whe7i he shall appear, we may have confidence, 
\and not be ashamed before him at his coining. 



6 Matt. X 
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SERMON XV. 

JESUS CROWNED. 
Rev. xix. 12. 

On his head were many crowns. 

It is at all times salutary, as well as unspeak- 
ably sweet to the believer, to meditate upon the 
perfections and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

^ The very name of Jesus is melody to the 
believer's ear, and altogether lovely to the be- 
liever's heart. It sets before us the Gospel in a 
word : the most precious word that angel lips 
could utter, or that human ears can hear. 

And O how strongly do the grace and glory 

^ Jesus mel in ore, in aure melos, in corde jubilum. Hoc 
tibi electuarium babes, O anima mea, reconditum in vasculo 
vocabuli hujus, salutiferum certe, quodque nulli umquam 
pesti tuse inveniatur inefBcax. Semper tibi in sinu sit, sem- 
per in manu, quo tui omnes in Jesum et sensus dirigantur, 
et actus. — Bern, in Cant. xv. 6. 
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r of the Lord Jesus contrast with our own lost and 
accursed state I Corrupted by our fall : our 
glory effaced by our iniquity : our liberty de- 
stroyed by sin ; our understanding darkened 
with ignorance : base, and wretched, and help- 
leas, and ruined in ourselves! 

When we feel this, how refreshing is it to turn 
our eyes to him, in whom we have a complete 
salvation ! To him who is one with us, and yet 
King of kings and Lord of lords ! ' Jesus, made 

f sin for iis: righteousness to us : sanctification in 

' O who is this that cometh from Edom, with 
I di/ed garments from Bozrah ? This that is glo- 
I rious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness 
} of his strength ? — I, the Lord Jesus himself 
I replies, — I that speak in righteousness mighty to 
L save. I have trodden the wine-press alone, and of 
the people there was none with me. 

But I am groaning in the bondage and slavery 
of sin and Satan ! Then hear again his gracious 
and mighty voice : * The Spirit of the Lord God 
is upon me : because the Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek : he hath sent me 
to hind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the operiing of the prison to 
71 that are bound : to comfort all that mourn. 
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* But the Lord hath forsaken me, and my 
Lord hath forgotten me ! — Poor trembling soul, 
thou art not forsaken, nor forgotten I Hear the 
strong consolations of everlasting, unchanging 
love : Can a wOToan forget her sueking child, that 
she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb f They may forget, yet will I not forget 
thee. Behold, I haoe graven thee on the palms of 
my hands. 

** In the Revelation of things which must shortly 
come to pass, a solemn and glorious sight is nn- 
folded to our spiriluul \ iew. ^ / saw heaven 
opened, and beheld a white horse, and lie that sat 
upon him was called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he doth judge and make war. And 
he was clothed in a vesture dipped in blood. 

Faithful and Ti-ue, the well-known character 
of the Lord Jesus Christ : the Redeemer and 
Ruler of his triumphant church : gloriona in all 
his victories, and righteous in all his ways. His i 
vesture dipped in blood ; dipped in that precious ' 
blood which he shed from the garden to the 
cross : dipped in the blood of vengeance, which 
shall be sprinkled upon his garments and stain 
all his raiment. 

His name, his great, and glorious, and al- | 
mighty name, written on his vesture, to point 

s Isa. xlix. 14. « Rev. i. I. t Id. xix. 11, 
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out the couspicuouaness and lustre of his majesty : 
and on his thigh, to declare that in all his goings, 
and in every way, he is higher than the kings of 
the earth : * he hath, on his vesture and on his thigh 
a name written, King of kings, and Lord of 
lords. 

He Cometh too, not as once, in the form of 
a servant, and followed by the fishermen of Gali- 
lee, but he Cometh, clad with all the splendours 
of uncreated glory, accompanied with all the 
hosts of heaven. He cometh, not to be despised 
and rejected, but he cometh to tread the wine- 
press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty 
God. ^ And the armies which were in heaven 
followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth 
goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite 
the nations : and he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron : and he ireadetlt the wine-press of the fierce- 
ness and wrath of Almighty God. 

O how unspeakably awful ! how supremely 
glorious ! how unutterably magnificent this ap- 
pearance of our blessed Lord ! ' His eyes were as 
a fame of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns. 

Many crowns — why many crowns ? O holy 
and blessed Spirit, do thou open our understand- 
ings to discern that glory which is the foundation 
8 Ibid. 16 9 Ibid. 14. ' Ibid- 12. 
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of all oiir joy, and shed abroad the power and 
sweetness of tlie Redeemer's love on our cold and J 
languid liearts ! 

1. Let ua notice the glorious crown of our 1 
Lord's divinity. He is the true and perfect God. 
In his existence, coetcrnal : in his nature, co* 
essential: in his dignity, coequal with God the I 
Father and God the Holy Spirit. 

As to his existence, coeiernal. He is there- ] 
fore called in the ninth of Isaiah, ' the mighty \ 
God, the everlasting Father. And again in 
the seventeenth of John, we read : * O Father, 
glorifij thou me, with thine own self, with the 
glory which I had with thee before the world was. 
So also our Lord himself declares, * / a?n Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the ending: which is, 
and which was, and which is to come, the A Iviiyhtg. 
Now none can be eternal but Almighty God : 1 
but the Lord Jesus is eternal, for these are the 
words of Jcsu3, therefore he is truly God, the 
Lord Jehovah, coeternal with God the Father ] 
and God the Spirit. 

Again, his divine nature is coessential with the 
nature of God the Father and God the Spirit. 
And so he says, ^ I and my Father are one. 
Then, when Philip deaires to see the Father, 
Shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. ^ He 

3 Isa. ix. 6. 3 John x^ti. 5. » Rev, i. 8. 
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who hath seen me, saith our Lord, hath seen the 
father. Hath seen the Father, ah, how is that ! 
Because, saith our Lord again, / am in the lea- 
ther, and the Father in me. Here then is the 
unity of the divine nature : and so, if the Father 
be truly God, the Son is also true and perfect 
God. Ah yes, believer, thy ^ Redeemer is over 
all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 

The Lord Jesus is also coequal in power and 
dignity with God the Father and God the 
Spirit. " Who, being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God. He thought 
it no diminution of the Father's glory, to be 
himself equal with the Father in power and 
glory. The dignity and glory of the Lord Jesus 
shine brightly forth from the command, ^ that all 
men should honour the So7t, even as they honour 
the Father : for he that honoureth not the Son 
honoureth not the Father. O it is sweet indeed 
to meditate upon the perfections of him who is 
all our salvation, ' who has all power in heaven 

r and in earth, and ' in whom dwelleth all theful- 

Mi^iess of the Godhead bodily. 

p This then is one of the many crowns on the 
head of Jesiia, that he is the Lord Jehovah ; from 
everlasting to everlasting God. God in his 
ture, and God in majesty, dignity, and glory. 

T Rom. is. 5. 8 Phil, ii, 6. 'J John v. 23. 

> Matt, xxviii. 18. = Col. ii. 9. 
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O let us turn our hearts with humble thank'^ 
fulness anil holy joy to our blessedness in Jesusl 
Christ : that our Redeemer is the Lord of Hosts,] 
the Everlasting Father, the Mighty God. Andl 
if we be found in him, we may ask with triumph J 
' If God he for us, who can be against us ? 

2. Let us not forget to notice another crownl 
which shines so gloriously on the head of Jesus, 
our Lord's humanity. Ah yes, he the God of 
glory, and we lost and polluted sinners, and he 
delights to call himself the Son of man! Pre-*! 
cious and refreshing truth, that * as the ckildrci^ 
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himse^ 
likewise took part of the same, thai through deathm 
he might destroy him that Jiad tite power ofdeaihtM 
that is, the dcoil: and deliver them who throaghM 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to I 



Here we see that amazing manifestation ofi 
Almighty love, which indeed is glorious, ' TAel 
Word made flesh! Here we see what augelal 
never saw, ^ For unto us a Child is born, unto us\ 
a Son is given ! ''Made of a woman : and not I 
only made of a woman, but made under the law, ' 
as the representative and surety of his people 
for thera he performed all that the law requires, 
for them he suffered all that the law inflicts. 
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O how wonderful was this humiliation ! Made 
like unto us : in all respects like unto us, * but 
without sin. And like the meanest and poorest 
of us, as to outward things. His birth, not in a 
royal palace, but in a public stable. His cradle, 
not of gold and purple, but a manger. Attended 
afterwards by no princes or mighty men, but by 
a few despised fishermen, whose feet he washed. 
The King of /tings and Lord of lords, and he had 
not where to lay his head. O mighty and amaz- 
ing love, ^ he poured out Ms sojil unto death, and 
he was numbered with the transgressors ! His 
face was defiled with spitting, and Iiis head was 
crowned with thorns. And though, by a single 
motion of his almighty will, he could have con- 
signed the universe to ruin, for our sake he was 
nailed as a malefactor to the cross : he was ridi- 
culed and reviled in his expiring agonies. The 
sorrows of death compassed him, and anguish 
severer far than all the agonies of death took 
hold of him. His eyes grew dim with the 
shadows of dissolution, God the Father forsook 
him, delivered him into the hands of ungodly 
men, and all the billows and storms of wrath went 
over him. 

O it was then that ' mercy and truth met 
together, then that righteousness and peace kissed 
each other! Then the glorious work was finished, 



> Heb.i 



15. 



) IsB. liii. 12. 
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which has brought * glory to God in the Idyhestf'h 
39 well as made manifest peace and good will to I 
men. In this the perfections of the Lord Jesus I 
shine fully forth ; upon this we rest for the salva- I 
tion of our souls, that he was truly man, ^ thef 
promised seed of the woman, and one with i 

O how supremely precious do these truthal 
make the Lord Jesus to our hearts 1 How gits 
rious his merits ! How perfect his rightifl 
ousness I How efficacious his sufferings ! Com*] 
pared with this, all that is of the creature! 
is worthless as dross : less than the small drop inl 
the hucket, compared with the unfathomablfia 
waves of the ocean : lighter than the small dustl 
of the balance compared with the whole extendedJ 
universe : more transient and insignificant thaill 
the twinkling of an eye, compared with then 
immeasurable duration of eternity. 

3. The Lord Jesus has a royal and triumphand 
crown as King of saints. This is his titleu 
* Just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints a 
He is the King of a glorious and eternal kin^ 
dom. He rules a people, * chosen before thAg 
foundation of the world: *■ bought with his ow 
precious blood : sanctified by hia Holy SpiiilJ 
' A great multitude, which no man can number, oj^ 
all nations and kindreds, and people, and tong\ 

« Luke ii. U. = Gen. iii. 15. « Rev. xv. 3. 

» Epii. i. 4. 6 Acts XX. 28. f Rev. vii. 9. 
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A church, of which he is " the chief corner-stone, 
^the tried and sure foundation. 'A church, not 
one member of which can ever perish, because 
they all are his. * I know them, and they follow 
me : and I give unto them eternal life : and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them 
out of my hand. 

* In that comprehensive portion of the word of 
God, which begins with no condemnation and 
ends with no separation, how sweetly does the 
Apostle refer all the believer's privileges to 
the glory of the King of saints 1 He sets forth 
the true and spiritual character of the child 
of God: he unfolds the transcendentlj great 
and glorious privileges and blessings which 

B Eph. ii. 20. e Isa. xxviii. 16. 

' Sane secunilum pried es tins tioo em nunquam Ecdesia 
Electorum petics Deum non fuit. Si miratur iniidelis, audi- 
at quod magis mlreCur : uunquain non grata exatitit, nunquam 
non dilecta. Quidni audacter loquar arcanum, quod mih! 
de corde Dei promptus ille supernorum delator consiliorum 
aperuit ? Paulum dico, qui ut multa alia, ita hoc quoque de 
divitiis bonitatis ejus non est veritua divulgare secretum. 
PrtedestinavU nos in adoptionemJUioruiaper Jesuni Christum 
in ipso, tecimdum propositum voluntatis su<e, in tandem glo- 
ritE gratiee sua, in qua grati^cavit nos in dilecto Filio sua. 
Nee dubium quin voce omnium electorum iata dicantur : et 
ipsi Ecclesia sunt. Venerunt flumina, flaverunt venti, et im- 
pegerunt in earn, et non cecidit, eo quod fundata esset supra 
petrani. Petra aulem est Christm. — Bern, in Cant. Ixxviii. 3. 

^ John X. 27. '' Itora. viii. 

y2 
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accompany spiritual union with Jesus Christ J 
That believers are the called of God accordiq 
ing to his eternal purpose ; the objects of hioi 
distinguishing and everlasting love. That they' 
are blessed with the pardon of every sin, antt 
clothed with the spotless righteousness of Jesusfl 
Christ. That they are delivered from the doraiJ 
nion of sin, and conformed to the image i 
Christ. That having received the Spirit 
adoption, they become the children of God : they 
are heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ,,! 
who is ever at the right hand of God to niakft^ 
intercession for them : and finally, that having 
once had access into this state of grace, * Ttei-fl 
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali 
nar powers, nor things present, nor things to cm. 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shdA 
be able to separate us from the love of God, lohid 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Herein indeed is the strongest cousolatioEtl 
to the believer's soul, " an anchor both sure andx 
stedfast, and which entereth into that within the 
veil: but yet its peculiar and especial glory is, 
that it puts a triumphant crown on the head of 
Jesus ; it exalts and glorifies him " who hath 
purposed, and who shall disannul it f whose hand 
is stretched out, and who shall turn it hack f 
Glorious indeed is the Lord Jesus as j 



[.as. 



' Heb. ■ 



, 19. 
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sainla. For their welfare he orders all tlie affairs 
of this world : all things work together for their 
good : all their siua, their burdens, their sorrows, 
joys, and wants, their enemies and friends, are 
known to him. He is not one who cannot be 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities : ah no, 
^ for in all things it behoved him to be made like 
unto his brethren. ® I,et us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need. 

can you say, with a lively and blessed faith 
in Jesus, * God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified to me, and I unto the world f 
O, if in sincerity and truth you repose in hira, 
and are living to the glory of his holy name, not 
all the ardour and love of a seraph's tongue can 
tell your blessedness. The Lord rejoices over you 
as his portion and his bride. Poor, and despised, 
and afflicted thou mayest be among men, but 
thou art dear indeed to thy glorious King. Thou 
shalt behold his glory, thou shalt enter into his 
joy, thou shalt sit with him in his throne. 

This, then, is a glorious and triumphant crown 
on the head of Jesus. Then, *unto him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and pnests unto 
God and his Father : to him be glory and domi- 
THeb. ii. !7. MJ. vi. 16. u Gal. vi. 14. ' Kcv. i. 5 
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nion for ever and ever. Amen. For this thSi 
prophet calls on all creation to rejoice : */ hau 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy mis. Sing, Om 
ye heavens ; for the Lord hath done it : shout, ^tM 
lower parts of the earth : break forth into singingjM 
ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein :i 
for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified I 
himself in Israel! And hark, the heavens re- 
sound with his praises 1 He is in the midst of 
the throne of God, as a Lamb that had been 
slain : 'before him is the Holy Spirit as seven 
lamps of fire, in all the variety and perfection of 
his almighty operations, and sanctifying graces :. 
around him are the saints, the redeemed, and 
all the hosts of heaven ; they raise their voice, 
as the voice of many waters, and his glory is 
the subject of their loud and triumphant song, 
* Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing ! And not they 
alone, but the triumph is heard again on earth, 
and every creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in 
the sea, and all that are in them, again unite in 
praise, and cry aloud. Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth up<m 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever i 
4. The Lord Jesua is also the universal King. 
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, He hath not only a divine right, but peculiarly 
a covenant appointment to the regal office, and 

I his kingdom ruleth over all. ^Tkou hast put all 
things in subjection under his feet. For in that 

I he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing 
that is not put under him. Hence, the Lord 
Jeaua is King over all his enemies, as well as 
King of all his saints. His power and glory in 
this respect is fully declared in the word of God. 
^The kings of the earth take counsel together 
against the Lord and against his Anointed, but 
he that sitteth in the heavens sitall laugh, the 
Lord shall have them in derision. His adver- 
aaries shall but manifest bis power and glory, 
and ensure their own destruction. ''Yet have I set 
my King upon my holy hillofZion. By a solemn 
decree the whole earth is bis : Ask of »ne, and 
I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 

I possession. He does with them as he will. He 
draws his people to himself, and makes them 
willing in the day of hia power. All shall be 
made to glorify him, and all his foes shall be 
made his footstool : thou shall break them with a 
rod of iron, thou shall dash them in pieces like a 
patterns vessel. All must be the subjects of his 
redeeming love, or the objects of his everlasting 
wrath, 
ft Heb. ii. 8. 6 Ps, ii. 2. i Ibid. 6. 
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By nature all are the enemies of the Loral 
Jesus. But Christ is a King, to Bubdue the 
stroDgholds of sin, to rule the hearts, to bring I 
into obedience the wills, yea, to captivate the 
very affections of men. All the power of all ' 
the earth can never do this : they may afflict 
the body, they may torture, they may kill : j 
but they cannot subdue the heart. This is | 
the glory of him whose kingdom ruleth over 1 
all : this is the glory which he will not give to | 
another. 

The Lord Jesus works like a king amongst I 
his enemies. "His word is as the^re and as the I 
hammer that breaket/i the rock in pieces. He filla ' 
the hearts of the ungodly with terror and asto- 
nishment. ^He disturbs the formality of the 
formal. He implants the principle of spiritual 
life by the power of the Holy Ghost : he opens 
the eyes to the malignity and sinfulness of sin, 
and he draws all the affections of the soul to a J 
sweet obedience, and heartfelt love for his holy. I 
laws. It is thus he restores the slaves of sin, of 
lust, of self-righteousness, of formality, of super- 
stition, to the enlightened and glorious liberty 
of the sons of God. He lifts up polluted soulaj 
which are grovelling amidst the mire of wicked-^fl 
ness to the joys and enjoyments of spiritual'! 
life. 

8 Jer. xxiii. 29, s Ua. j 
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'The Lord Jesus must be, either a Sauctuary 
for salvation, or a Rock of offence that shall 
grind all upon whom it falls to powder. From 
his dominion there can be uo escape : to his 
power there can be no resistance. The devils 
own his authority, and tremble at his word. In 
spite of all their rage, and might, and malice, 
they are entirely subservient to his almighty 
■will. At his command they resign their con- 
quests, and relinquish the souls iu which they 
have been accustomed long to reign. 

The Lord Jesus is a king who hath no need 
of any instrumentSj he useth them, or he useth 
them not : and this increaseth the lustre and 
glory of his crown. At his mighty word were 
' all thinffs created, that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers ; all things were created by him, and for 
him. 

At his word the sea divides, and opens a 
peaceful way for his ransomed people to escape ; 
again he speaks the word, and the sea returns 
to his strength ; it rolls with resistless might, 
and overwhelms the hosts of Pharaoh, and the 
horses and chariots of Egypt. They said, '/ 
will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the 
spoil : my lust shall be satisfied upon them : I 
' \ Pet ii. 7. » Col. i. 16. s Exod. xv. 9. 
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will draw my tword, my hand shall destroy them. 
But ah, poor deluded souls, they are but utter 
weakness contending with almighty strength ! 
Thou didst blow with thy wind, and the sea 
covered them ; they sank as lead in the mighty 
waters. 

*0 who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord! 
who can shew forth all his praise? Angels and 
saints, devils and ungodly men, the whole 
creation animate and inanimate, can but do his 
mighty will. He alone is glorious. His praises 
are beyond the utterance of any tongue. 'O 
blessed and glorious Lord, thou art the God of 
all flesh ! there is nothing too hard for thee ! 
Blessed is the man that trusteth in thee I Thy 
judgments are like lightning! Thy power is 
without any bound 1 *Thy kingdom is everlast- 
ing, and every foe shall be made thy footstool I 

Now we cannot speak of all the crowns on the 
head of Jesus, for they are many, and we know 
what many means in the word of God, and in re- 
ference to the glories and majesty of Jesus Christ. 
There are many crowns which he wears by a 
covenant right, which are bright and glorious, 
of which we have not said a word. Yet, there 
is something else that must be considered* 
unspeakably and by far the most important to 
every one of us of anything that can be said. 

* Ps. cvl.2. s Jer. xxxii. 27. " Ps. ex. 1. 
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And what is that? Ah, beloved, let us pause 
a moment ; and for the Lord's sake, for your 
own soul's sake, resolve this solemn question. 

Amidst the many crowns on the head of Jesus, 
Does he wear the crown of thy salvation ? Ah, 
that is the solemn, that is the searching ques- 
tion ! Has he taken possession of thy heart ? 
and is he crowned as thy Redeemer ? With- 
out this crown, all the glorious crowns on the 
■ head of Jesus speak nothing but ruin, and 
anguish, and unutterable misery to thine ac- 
cursed soul ! 

O how is it with you, beloved ; has the work 
been done 1 Has the Redeemer, in tlie power 

■ of the Spirit, taken possession of your heart? 
Has the Lord brought you, as a poor and pol- 
luted, self-condemned and worthless sinner, 
destitute of everything, and perishing, to a 
precious Saviour, to be pardoned, justified, 
strengthened, sustained, and saved in him ? Has 
the Spirit revealed Jesus to your soul, as dying 
for all your sins, washing away all your guilt in 
his own precious blood ? 

Does the Lord Jesus, as King, rule and reign 
in your heart ? Not in merely speculative 
notions, ah no, they will do no man any good I 
O no, beloved, it is a solemn truth, that a soul 
in earnest about salvation, a soul in the hands 
^H of the Spirit of Life, must have a real, a vital ^h 
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union witli Jesus Christ : must have a personal 
knowledge of, and feel the power and preci- 
ousness of, Jesus Christ : must have an experi- 
mental and spiritual acquaintance with the Lord 
Jesus as my Redeemer: and will seek to realize 
the sweet and endearing language of faith, '' lltfy 
Beloved is mine, and I am his ! 

O then solemnly and in the name of Almighty 
God, how is it with you ? Have you been 
brought out of every refuge of lies, to a simple 
and sole dependence on him for eternal life? 
Are you living to hia glory, and does he occupy 
your heart ? O can you truly say with the 
apostle, "I live : yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me : and the life which I now live in the flesh, I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who lewedme, 
and gave himself for me ! 

O has the Holy Spirit made you acquainted 
with these things ? Does the Lord Jesus wear 
the crown of your salvation ? This is the one 
thing needful for you, and for me, and for every 
eoul. 

But what if I have no spiritual knowledge 
of a work of grace ? what if I have never been 
truly convinced of sin? if I know nothing of 
that repentance which is unto life ? What if I 
am still living to the world, to pleasure, and to 
self? if I have not made a surrender of all to 
I Cant. ii. 16. « Gal. li. 20. 
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Jesus ? if I am still a stranger to heartfelt, secret 
prayer, to a holy use of ordinances, and to the 
actions of spiritual life? What if I am trusting 
to my own performances, and resting in cold and 
formal services ?— *What ! Why stand aside, 
your portion is not with Christ. You must be 
converted and be made a new creature in Jesus 
Christ, or there is nothing for thee, after all thy 
mirth, and folly, and reputation, and formality, 
but wrath, pure and unmixed wrath, for ever 
and ever. And as the Lord God Almighty 
liveth, whosoever thou art, yet a few more 
hours, and thou shalt be groaning under the 
wrath of God, and wailing in the everlasting 
fires of hell. 

But bright and glorious on the head of Jesus 
is the crown of grace! Art thou wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked, as 
thine own corruptions, as the world, and as the 
devil can make thee ? A slave of Satan, the 
enemy of God, an outcast from the world, 
an alien from the commonwealth of Israel, a 
stranger to the covenant of promise, a child of 
wrath, and black in abominations ? — The crown 
of grace shines gloriously on the head of Jesus. 
That work which was finished on the cross is 
adequate to relieve at once, and for ever, all thy 
wants. There are no requirements, there are no 
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conditions, all is free, and ^tke blood of Jestis ' 
Christ cleaiiseth from t 
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' Now is the accepted time, now is the day of 
salvation! ^And the Spirit and the Biide say, 
Come. And let him that heareth say. Come. 
And let him that is alhirst come. And whosoever i 
will, let him take the water of life freely ! I 

Believe in the Lord Jesus, aud thuu art heir 
to every blessing, here and hereafter. Thou 
hast already passed from death unto life. Thou 
shalt mourn with that repentance which needs 
not be repented of. Thou hast a new nature : 
thou art born again : thou art the habitation of , 
God the Spirit ; thou art washed from every i 
stain of sin in the precious blood of Jesus. ' 
Thou art heir of *a« inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away ; re- 
served in heaven for you who are kept by the power 
of God. 

Poor Boul, beguiled with the follies and tran- 
sitory things of this life ! Polluted with sin and 
guilt ! How the I^ord himself rejoices in thy 
salvation! *For this my son was dead, and is 
alive again ; was lost, and is found ! Ah, there 
is Joy in heaven, and thou art the subject of the 
song ! Thy sins are all forgiven : thy rebellions 



9 1 John i. 7. 
» 1 Pet. i 
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are no more remembered : thy filthiness is taken 
away, and thy sin is purged. The glories of 
heaven are thine. The spotless righteousness 
of Jesus Christ shall clothe thee : he shall 
betrothe thee unto himself in faithfulness for 
ever, and put upon thy ^uger that shining ring 
which is rich with the gema of grace. The 
choicest dainties of the kingdom, the hidden 
manna, the bread of life, the wine of Canaan, 
the Lamb of God, are set before thee ! 

These are but a few, — alas, I can show you but 
a few, — of the glories of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
But every believer aliall reign with him. Yes, 
wonderful as it may appear, we have his own 
precious and faithful word: ^ To him that over- 
comelk will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down ivith my 
Father in his throne. 

The Lord Jesus, then, is a King who makes 
all his people kings. O beloved, let it be our 
earnest prayer, day and night, that we may 
^walk worthy of God, who hath, called us into his 
kingdom and glory. 

"^I now commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and 
to give you an inheritance among all them which 
are sanctified. By faith fix your eyes stedfaatly 
on the excellencies and glories of Jesus Christ. 

3 Rev. iii. 21. ^ i These, ii. IS. "> Acts xx. 32. 
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By hope look forward to that eternal crown 
which is to be given to the saints. By holy love 
devote yourself to the service of the King of 
kings. By mortification crucify your lusts. In 
patience possess your souls : ^And when Christy 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear with him in glory. 

8 Col. iii. 4. 



THE END- 
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